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	1. Chapter 1

**Forgotten Inheritance**

**Chapter 1; The Beginning of The Return Home Arc**

Our story begins in the foggy and dense woods, the fog hanging in the air like lingering hands unable to let go of what they hold dear. The trees in the forest loomed over the ground, casting shadows were they stood. The overall atmosphere was that of a looming suspense waiting to release, and that it did. A ring blasted and echoed across the silent forest. The ring was metallic in nature, of metal hitting metal with force, the sounds only associated with conflict, but not conflict of nature's more simple minded machinations, it's animals or way of life. It was a conflict known well to those it belonged to, the conflict of intelligent beings that nature made and shed tears for at the brutality of her creation.

The conflict was between two of the race of Man, a race who stood above all of the others before it, one that was smarter than its counter parts, who had advanced rapidly and greatly. Though, this great evolve did not come without consequences. The race of Man with all of its achievements and milestones, came to have emotions and thoughts because of their intelligence granted by nature, and with these thoughts and emotions came love, compassion, companionship, and most of all Humanity. Though no good can exist without its counter. With that counter came emotions of anger, hate, fear, and most of all, death to Humanity.

It was this that made nature shed tears for her creation, as because of their advancement and intelligence, grew to become too big, and just like with nature's other inventions, they fought for what was theirs, but one thing more they had that was more then her other inventions, is that they wanted more and more and more. They would kill and fight and die for more space, for more land. Thus is the nature of Man, constant conflict for more land, constant conflict for more power, and these actions came from one emotion, and that was greed. It drove them to kill each other, the single thought that "I" can have more than "Him/Her". These thoughts corrupted the thoughts of equality that nature wanted them to think. So it gave way to more emotions, to that of pain, revenge, and death.

As these thoughts clouded the minds of Man, only few continued to see light that nature made for them, though as they tried to clear the minds of their fellow Man, they wouldn't listen, and created a cycle that would go on forever, as those who wanted to have equality tried to make it so, so did its counter, and those who wanted everything because of their greed, fought those who were in their way, and that was those who wanted equality.

In the end, it all came down to a single thing that nature knew wouldn't be changed as she created it herself, and was for one force, there was another force, and that was a opposing force. So this is the cycle that the race of Man was introduced into, that of pain and death. First it began with their own hands to snuff the life out of those who stood against them, then they came to realize that the Earth around them was useful for their means, that of rocks and wood. With these new materials, they used clubs and blunt weapons, to kill faster than their hands, then looked further into their new creation, soon creating the blade, to make a stick or rock sharp, made Man bleed faster.

Thus this cycle continued from sticks, to bladed rocks, to spiked clubs, and ended up with them finding the most valuable tool to kill others of Man, and that was metal. With this, they added the creation of their blade and made a deadly weapon, one able to kill a man faster, the fastest of all those who came before it, and that was the Sword. They even improved this more by making it smaller or bigger for there needs.

Thus we come upon where we are now, and that was a fog covered lake, though there was more here than in the forest. In this fog we find our sound for Man against Man. Human against Human. The sound rings again right in front of us now, and now I leave you to watch the outcome of Man and their intelligence...

* * *

><p>Two figures clashed and revealed themselves as they tried to overpower the other. Then the figure change into a man, a man who was fighting against another man. One of them had black hair that was short and spiky, and in his hair was a cloth tied with a metal piece at the side, with a depiction of four wavy symbols in a two by two order, similar to rain drops, though there was a slash going through them in between. Making it split to two on top and two on bottom of the slash. He was dressed in two cameo forearm covers, in colors of white and black. His chest was unclothed except for his neck which had white bandages going from the base of his neck to the bridge of his nose. His eyes were a piercing black that seemed to stare into the soul. He also had black and narrow eyebrows. His skin was a slightly dark color. His lower half was covered in black pants that tucked into a pair of black combat boots on his feet.<p>

He was using a huge sword that curved at the end into a pointed spike. The blade was similar to that of a cleaver look. He was shoving it against, with all of his strength, the other man. The other man was a head shorter than the man. He had white spiked hair that was slightly cocked to the right if you were looking at him, and below his hair was a headband on his forehead, with symbol of a swirl that ended in a point that turned back at a angle sharply. It looked similar to a leaf. The other man's eyes were strange as one was a small black dot and the other a red eye that had a pupil and three comma like marks surrounding the pupil, swirling fast in a clockwise rotation. His skin was white in color. He wore a green jacket that had a thickly padded collar going up his neck partly. The rest of it was green with shoulder pads and pockets to carry things. There was an undershirt that was a full body suit that was blue, with a red swirl on the left shoulder and right shoulder. His pants were the suit with blue boots that had a cut off at where the toes would be. He was using two small blade tools that were in a pyramid looking shape before the hilt that was tubular in design, with a ring to hold them by, that was also tubular. There was a thin strip of white cloth that was on the tubular shaft.

They pushed against one another for dominance in the deadlock, each seeking to end the other's life to live from their conflict. They shifted with the white hair figure losing ground and then the black haired man losing ground , before they separated from each other, landing some distance away from one another. Then the black haired man spoke.

"You know Kakashi of the Sharingan, you are certainly as strong as your reputation says." quirked the black haired man, identifying the white haired man as Kakashi Hatake, a Jonin, or seasoned ninja of the Hidden Leaf. He said this as he pointed his sword at Kakashi with one arm. "Plus, Kubikiribocho would love a taste of you blood".

Kakashi stood still in a stance of combat, then replied, "As does yours Zabuza, Demon of the Bloody Mist." As he identified the black haired man as Zabuza Momochi. Then Kakashi tensed before flashing away at speeds faster than the untrained eye, and clashed with the man once again. As this battle progressed, a shore was uncovered by the fog to reveal four people, three kids and one older aged man.

This small group that was observing the battle from the side, seeing that both the Jonin were evenly matched. One of the kids was dressed in a blue shirt, white cargo pants, and blue open toed sandals. He was tense with fear and yet... confidence. He had pale skin and black spiky hair that was long and shaped like a duck's butt at the back. A headband also covered his forehead like the Jonin, with the same leaf like symbol as Kakashi. His eyes were a large pupil-less black iris. He had white forearm covers that had blue straps at either end. He was wary of his surroundings, holding his Kunai, the pyramid weapon, steady while watching the fight. His name was Sasuke Uchiha, the last Uchiha loyal to the Village Hidden in the Leaves.

The next kid was dressed in a red dress and was a girl. She had long pink hair that flowed down to mid back, and her eyes were a sea green or teal. Her skin was a slightly tanned white. She had a large forehead, that wasn't covered by the red cloth headband with the same leaf like symbol in her hair, acting like a hairband. Her stance was filled with fear as she held her Kunai in her hand unsteadily. She had biker shorts that were black, with sandals that were open toed and blue. Her name was Sakura Haruno.

Third and last kid was, none to say the least, a huge eyesore in his orange eyesore that was a jumpsuit. It had a thin, wool collar that went up his neck that was split at the front by orange around the zipper at the front. The shoulders were a covered in blue and the rest of the suit was orange except at the bottom where a blue strip resided. A white swirl with a tassel was one his left shoulder and a red swirl on the back, in the middle of his shoulders, like the jacket Kakashi was wearing as it wasn't seen. He had white, tanned skin, and his face had three whisker like marks on either cheek. He had yellow spiky hair that stuck out in all directions. He stood in a stance of fear as well though he seemed... calm also. His name was Naruto Uzumaki, the Village Hidden in the Leaves Pariah, and the container of the 9 Tailed Fox.

The last of the group was a elder man that was dressed a grey tank top and white knee length shorts. He wore a conical rice hat and a backpack. His face was that one of a man who knew what labor was. There was a pair of glasses that sat before two small black eyes, and a white band of rope was wrapped around his head. The man was Tazuna, the bridge builder of the Land of Waves, and this group's client.

Then in a sudden move Kakashi was captured in a sphere of water, from the use of Zabuza's newest weapon, Chakra, the power of the body and mind. Kakashi looked either way and felt the density of the water, and knew he wouldn't get out. "Sasuke, Naruto, Sakura... get out of here. His Water Clones can travel only so far from the user. Take Tazuna and escape!" Kakashi barked out the order knowing it was the only option to save Tazuna at that point.

Sasuke looked from Kakashi to Zabuza to Zabuza's Water Clones and back to Kakashi, before getting ready to make a run for it. Then stopped as he heard footsteps from behind him. He looked and saw Naruto walking up to him. Now he knew the dobe was stupid and not all that good, but this, this was suicide. Naruto calmly looked at Kakashi and surveyed the situation around him with a very calculating eye that was normally unseen by anyone, other than the Hokage, and even then not much.

Naruto was not as he portrayed himself or as he seemed, as he hid himself from the world, using masks and fake personas as his image. He was smart for his age, smarter than Sasuke or Sakura, or even Shino, that bug user in his Genin class that was an Aburame. Ever since he could remember, he always wanted to learn and learn and learn. But with villagers and teachers at the academy always trying to stunt him and degrade him, he put up the facade to fool them, make them think it was working. Instead Naruto knew he would have to find knowledge on his own, and thus he thought back to the time when he went to find his knowledge and Iruka sensei, he friend, found out.

* * *

><p><em>Flashback<em>

_Naruto looked at each of the kids as they were picked up from school for the uncountable time, watching to see if anyone was going to stay. He eyes scanned across the crowd, looking at some his fellow piers and the hateful and scorn-filled eyes of the adults. He heard their silent whispers, and the hateful remarks. Though all of this didn't phase him, and he looked back at each of the adults with apathetic eyes, the once bright azure eyes now a dark cerulean. Some of the adults looked away, unsettled by the change, while others narrowed their eyes, wondering where they came from.  
><em>

_Eventually all of them left, and Naruto still sat at the swing in the school yard. Looking at the building that was supposed the satisfy his need of knowledge. 'Hmph, I suppose I was hoping for too much. Why was I expecting the teachers to be different from the villagers? Oh, well. I will have to find it on my own now.' thought the blonde as he got off the swing and onto the soft ground. He walked into the school and walked down the halls, to the library that on the west wing. When he got there he looked into carefully to see that no one was there, alive or dead._

_He walked in and went to one of the shelves. He let his hand glide down the books and tomes, knowing that each one touched contained what he wanted. "Naruto.." he froze and saw a Chunin, Iruka Umino , a teacher for the more upper grades, standing at the library doorway with a honestly confused face.  
><em>

_"Naruto, what are you doing in hear?" asked the Chunin, as he had heard that Naruto was a goof off from his coworkers. Though if he was in here, he was either planning to do a prank or wanting to learn. He saw Naruto look at him the same cerulean eyes he showed the adults before he saw them shift to the more recognizable azure blue._

_"Hiya, Iruka sensei." replied Naruto with the goofy voice he was known for. He turned and looked at him fully with closed eyes and rubbing the back of his head, signaling he was surprised at being caught. He opened his eyes and looked at him directly. "I am not doing anything, Just sticking around today." he said with honesty in his voice._

_Iruka looked at the supposed dead-last with a look of interest. From what he heard, the boy would leave after everyone else, then terrorize the village with his pranks. Though, if he was here, then something was different this time. He knew the boy was wearing a mask, or facade. He himself had once been there before, when his parents died in the 9 Tailed Fox Attack 10 years ago. He had created a mask of an idiot, because he wanted the attention, no matter what it was. The same situation lied here, as like Naruto, he had no family, no parents to be with. Always on his own. Therefore, he knew what Naruto must be feeling._

_When he came back from his internal thoughts, he jumped back as he saw Naruto standing in front of him. "You feeling okay Iruka sensei? You spaced out there for a sec." asked Naruto with a worried look. Iruka looked at him one last time, hearing the words the Hokage said to him, when he came to his office to complain about Naruto's jokes and pranks, both inside and outside of school._

_Flashback within a flashback_

_"You must understand Iruka, he has no family, no relatives. Not to mention the village doesn't like him already because of his... situation." said the Hokage, with a sigh, as he looked down at his desk. He knew the reason why he acted the way he did, and it didn't make better on his conciseness. Naruto was an individual who was smart, and smart enough to realize that the village wouldn't help him, so while he has a facade going to keep the village distracted, he takes and learns what he wants with his true side.  
><em>

_"I understand that Hokage-sama, but that still doesn't mean we should just let the behavior continue!" he exclaimed to his superior, and even though it might have been out of line, this kind of behavior was not only disturbing the peace, but also stunting the students' around him growth._

_"Iruka!" said the Hokage with a stern voice as he looked the Chunin in the eyes. "You should know why he acts like this better than anyone else!". Iruka stopped there and his eyes softened as he knew all to well what the Hokage was talking about. "I am sorry to bring such bad memories to surface Iruka, but you understand why he acts like he does. He has no one paying attention to him, and when they do it is with scorn or hate. So he acts like he does to get any attention besides that." Now the Hokage knew the last part was a lie, but he would let the Chunin figure that out, if he decided to give Naruto a chance._

_Iruka looked at the floor after the Hokage's words for a few moments, then looked up. "You are right about that Hokage-sama. I guess I will give the boy a chance." The Hokage looked into his eyes for any lies or __deceit. Though he knew he wouldn't find any, he just had to keep the facade of a strong leader, and a kind one._

_"Thank you Iruka, because if there is anyone in this village who needs a chance, it is Naruto. Just watch him Iruka, for you might see something no one else bothers to see." said the Hokage with a smile, leaving the small hint to hang in the air. Iruka looked at the Hokage with a raised eyebrow for only a second before nodding and turning to leave the office, wondering what the Hokage meant by that. "And Iruka.." said the Hokage, and Iruka turned to him as he opened the door to the office. "Please don't hold what is inside him against him, like most of the villagers." Iruka stood there for a second, before nodding slowly and stepping out the door and closing it behind him._

_The Hokage looked after him as he closed the door, and thought to himself with a small smile, as he turned the chair he sat in and looked over the village, mostly to the Hokage Faces and at Iruka as he walked away from the Hokage building, 'I think after today, Naruto will get a new friend'._

_Back to the Flashback_

_Iruka slowly nodded to Naruto, deciding that if he was going to give the kid a chance now is as good as any. "Yes Naruto, I am fine. Just thought of something someone told me some time ago." replied Iruka with a smile. He watched as Naruto's face changed from one of worry to one of interest briefly before it switched back to the goofy one._

_"Okay Iruka sensei, if you say so.." said Naruto as he walked away from him and back into the library. "So what are you doing here anyways Iruka sensei, if I may ask?" said Naruto as he looked at each of the titles of the books and the shelves with disinterest. Iruka watched him as he went, while he walked over to one of the desks in the library and sat down in a chair, then pulled out a scroll. He undid the thin rope wrapped around the scroll and opened it. On the paper were unique and unusual symbols, before Iruka made the hand seal for gathering Chakra, the Ram seal, and placed his hand down upon the paper making it poof with white smoke. Revealing papers of students work for the day, and notes he wrote on his students who needed the help._

_It was then that Iruka felt the feeling of being watched and as he turned to look at Naruto, he was still browsing with disinterest. "I come here to grade my students work and plan for the next day's lessons." replied Iruka to Naruto's question, knowing that the boy had watched him perform the technique. Rather sneakily too, though his Shinobi senses found Naruto out. Iruka knew the boy was interested at what he did, though he wasn't going to say anything. 'Maybe this is what the Hokage was talking about?' thought Iruka to himself._

_"Hmm, sounds boring." said Naruto as he heard Iruka's answer, though what he just did interested him greatly, he wasn't going to let the man know. The man had treated him not good but not as bad as anyone else in the past. Really, he treated him as a teacher scolding a student would, nothing more, nothing less. Still, Naruto already had a dislike to the village anyways, so he would treat the man no different, unless otherwise._

_"Indeed, Naruto. To you and those your age it might seem boring, wouldn't it." commented Iruka to Naruto's comment. The boy already not only showed how smarter he was than his rumors said, but also talked like a mature person, with still a childish sense. Iruka was wrong to assume like he did when it came to Naruto. Now he saw what the Hokage meant. 'Look underneath the underneath' he thought to himself with a small chuckle, such a simple lesson forgotten, but so important._

_"What is funny Iruka sensei?" asked Naruto as he looked at the Chunin, wondering what made him laugh. The man was strange, if it was good or bad was still to be determined. Naruto knew that the man was not like the other teachers, as they only focused on the good students, he focused on the ones who needed help. For that he had gained a little admiration and respect from Naruto, only a little though._

_"Oh, just something I learned when I first became Genin Naruto, in fact, the first thing I learned." answered Iruka. "The lesson was "Look underneath the underneath", something I tend to forget from time to time." This was the final test to see if he was using a mask as a defense to Iruka, and it all depended on Naruto's next comment, as Iruka knew he would comment on it._

_Naruto nodded while looking at the Chunin slowly, thinking over the lessons meaning, as he always did when he learned new things. 'Look underneath the underneath' he repeated internally, wondering what he meant. Then he thought back to how he learned that the villagers or teachers wouldn't help him learn, to satisfy his mind. How he saw though the occasional fake faces of kindness from teachers who were really trying to make him fail, by giving the wrong hand seals or lessons. Then the lesson clicked in his head, 'Sometimes, even the underneath is not all it seems to be.'_

_"Whoever thought of that was a smart man Iruka sensei." commented Naruto once again, as he did. Iruka felt a small smile make it to his lips, as the boy had answered correctly. _

_'So, he is smarter than he appears, and is hiding it. That is what the Hokage was saying. He is smarter than he appears, and no one notices it because they all to busy being fooled by his facade, thinking they don't need to look there, as he makes himself look stupid. That is something undercover ANBU excel at.' Iruka decided right there and then the boy was misunderstood greatly, and he was going to help him learn to get better at it and everything else._

_"Naruto, you hide your intelligence from everyone else. Don't you?" Iruka pointed out, and felt the atmosphere in the room go tense, which surprised him. He looked from the grading sheets he unsealed from the scroll to Naruto and was shocked to see not those azure blue eyes but the cerulean eyes he saw when he first entered. Those eyes held no kindness or goofiness in them, only a cold intelligence. They stayed like that for a few moments, both staring each other down, Naruto's cold, piercing eyes to Iruka's kind brown eyes._

_"You have been helping me figure that all out the whole time we talked Naruto, so please don't be so alert. I was just seeing if what the Hokage told me was true." said Iruka slowly and while using a placating tone. The word Hokage seemed to calm him down a little, though he was still alert. Naruto looked at the man like he was threat and to Naruto he was, as no one, besides the Hokage who looked after him and came to give him his allowance money, knew how smart he was. This man here had just figured that out, and he wasn't happy about it. _

_'I hardly know him and he is asking me to be calm. Screw that.' thought Naruto, as he prepped his legs with Chakra, from the lessons of the teachers when they taught the other kids and from his own research on the subject. Then a Kunai hit the shelf to his right suddenly, and he looked at Iruka again, this time seeing how serious he was. The man's eyes held no intent to kill like to Kunai __motioned, but simply a wish to be heard._

_"Just hear me out, please Naruto. I know what it is like to be alone, and ignored." said Iruka with hope in his voice, knowing that comment is the only way he was going to get to him. He knew the boy was getting ready to run as he felt the buildup of Chakra, though sloppy, was a lot. The boy needed someone to help him refine his techniques and he wasn't going to let anyone do that as he didn't trust anyone. Naruto looked at he Chunin who was blocking his escape, and knew that if he broke for it, he would be captured or dead. So he decided to hear the man out, and if the Chunin really did know how he felt, then at the end of this he would believe him or not._

_Naruto calmly let the Chakra from his legs flow back into his Chakra stream, then walked over to the table Iruka was sitting at, pulled out a chair, and sat in it. He crossed his arms and looked Iruka dead in the eyes, knowing there was nothing the man could hide from him in there. Iruka met his gaze with confidence and no fear. They stayed like that for a few seconds before Iruka spoke._

_"I know it might be hard for you to believe my words Naruto, as I had the same problem when it came to others in trust." he said and took a deep breath. "My parents died fighting the 9 Tailed Fox on its rampage ten years ago. They left me alone and I was a orphan of war. Though no one payed attention to me as there were many others like myself." As he said this his eyes seemed to become unfocused, meaning he was looking into his past. "I grew up with no attention, no love, always ignored in the orphanage. Just like you, though I wasn't hated."_

_"Then I grew up enough to join the academy, wanting to take after my mother and father, and I acted out and goofed off, to get attention, even if wasn't the right one. I failed many times because of this. Then the Hokage came to me one day, and gave me attention I had been wanting. Telling me it wasn't only the attention I wanted, but the anger I held to my parents leaving me behind by myself." At this point he closed his eyes as a tear fell. "He helped me realize that they didn't leave me behind, but protected me that night, and the rest of the village as well. They died for what they believed in Naruto. After that, I decided to grow up, and stop acting like a child, and strive to make my parents proud." he said at last quietly as he looked back at Naruto, wondering if he got through to the kid. He really hoped the boy did as he didn't want Naruto to go through to pain he himself did._

_Naruto looked into the man's eyes after hearing his confession, seeing no lies, no evil or hateful motives, only a caring that a friend would show as he had seen some of the kids in his class show to their friends. How adults looked after one another when they had something happen to them, or just having fun. He looked as the man in front of him looked with that same exact look. "Iruka sensei..." he spoke softly, making Iruka's eyes widen slightly as he wasn't expecting a reaction from Naruto._

_"While I am glad that you have had a similar life to me and can relate. I hardly know you, and I have learned the hard way time after time what trust can do to you if you place it blindly." he said calmly to Iruka, seeing the man's face fall slightly at that. Naruto knew that the man cared for him from the start, as when he scolded him, it wasn't out of hate, but rather that of worry, worry that he wouldn't get better._

_Iruka slightly deflated at Naruto's answer and decided that he would build trust with him in order for him to open up, because the thing that scared him the most was those eyes he saw when he found out about Naruto's intelligence, it was a look that Itachi Uchiha had when he went through the academy, a look of no trust to anyone. Only a purely cold and calculating look. "Then I suppose that I'll have to earn that trust from you, won't I?" said Iruka, both to himself and Naruto, making the boys eyes widen. "Naruto, meet me here after school every day after today, and I'll help you study and get better. You have soo much potential as a Shinobi and a person. It is being stunted by the village and other teachers."_

_As he said this, Naruto was shocked, more so that here was a man he hardly knew anything about, who was offering him to become better. "How do I know you wan't be here tomorrow?" asked Naruto calmly, still unsure if he could trust the man or not. The man then extended his arm, with his hand in a fist, except for his pinky finger._

_"Pinky promise." he replied, with a full smile. Naruto looked at his face and his extended pinky thinking to himself that this was rather childish, but appropriate for some reason. Then he too, moved his arm out, extended his pinky finger to meet his, and hooked it with the man's like he had seen others do it._

_"Pinky promise." affirmed Naruto with a small smile of his own, knowing that this most likely wouldn't turn out to be bad for him._

_Flashback end_

* * *

><p>It was that day that Naruto truly blossomed and grew, while still keeping his facade to the village. That day changed everything for Naruto, as he soon began learning what he craved, and gained a friend that he always wanted in the end. He continued to walk up to Sasuke to stand right next to him. He stared out at the advancing Water Clones of Zabuza's.<p>

"I am sorry to say this Kakashi sensei, but we can't do that." he said to his commander and teacher, directly disobeying his order. Sasuke looked at him like he grew a second head. What was Naruto thinking, going up against a Jonin, with just Genin? That was asking to die.

"You heard him dobe, we got to go.." started to say Sasuke as he reached out to grab the dumbass, before he was stopped by Naruto's look. His eyes were not the azure blue he had always seen, ever since they had met. They were now a dark cerulean blue, one that had seen the ugly side of life.

"You can go ahead, Sasuke, run and die. He'll just kill Kakashi, and chase us down. We'll die either way right? So why not fight then?" he said simply with such coldness that it shocked Sasuke, Sakura, Tazuna, and Kakashi. Kakashi stared at Naruto through the Water Prison he was trapped in with a new respect.

'He knows what will happen either way, its they make a stand here and win or die, or run and die. He truly is learning to be a Shinobi, isn't he sensei?' thought Kakashi as his wide eyes went back to their all too known calm. He relaxed knowing they would win or all die together.

Sasuke looked into his teammates eyes with shock at his words, and as he thought about it, it was true what he said. It was death either way, so why not die fighting? "Okay dobe, I am with ya. Just lets try to live, I have someone to kill." he said calmly back to Naruto as he stood shoulder to shoulder with him. Sakura looked at both of them with wide eyes, at Naruto because what he said was crazy but true, and at Sasuke because she was shocked that he agreed.

Tazuna stared at the brat with lots more respect than before. 'The kid is willing to die to protect me, just for sake that this country becomes free.' he thought a small smile and some tears he wiped away. "Hey Brat..." he calmly said, making Naruto look at Tazuna with his new eyes. "You live and win this, my daughter makes some good soup." he said as a encouragement. Naruto calmly looked at him, before slowly nodding.

"Then I supposed I will have to live to taste it, won't I... old man" he replied with a smirk, before turning to the Water Clones that were almost there. "Well, this is going to be the most fun I have had in awhile." he said with a smile that had defiance written all over it. Naruto then brought his hands into a cross like shape with both of his hands index and middle fingers. "Shadow Clone Jutsu!" he said calmly, and 30 pops and smoke clouds came to life out of nowhere. When each cloud cleared away, it revealed a exact copy of Naruto, even some of the earlier injuries with the demon brothers.

Zabuza looked at the kid he made a mess a little while ago, now looking like he was a true Shinobi, but that is not what had his attention. What had his attention was his eye color change, as even he could see it from here. "So, he is one of those huh..." said Zabuza with a calm face. Kakashi looked at his opponent.

"What do you mean by that Zabuza?" asked Kakashi, wondering what the man figured out. He knew the man wasn't Jonin and former Mist ANBU for nothing. So if he figured out something critical, then it could be deadly for his students.

Zabuza looked at Kakashi with a sidelong glance, before looking back at Naruto. "He is a Shinobi who fights for no one but himself, not even his friends. A true Shinobi." answered Zabuza calmly. As he saw that same look in his eyes when he looked in the mirror. Nowadays, he wasn't like that. But when he was first in the Seven Deadly Swordsman, he had the same look that kid did.

Kakashi looked at Zabuza like he too had grown a second head. "That would be wrong, he fights for the whole village. His dream is to become Hokage. He..." Kakashi was saying before he was cut off by Zabuza's laugh.

"If that is what you want to think Kakashi of the Sharingan. Your eye can't even see the truth, how ironic." he said with a laugh at the end. "He may have shown your village and those who got close to him that side of him. A fake side. He doesn't give a care about any of you, and is just using you to get what he wants. Just like I did in the Hidden Mist." Kakashi looked at the man with narrowed eyes. He was thinking that man was insulting the Naruto he knew, but deep down, he wondered if the man was right. Naruto had always worn a mask around people. Always cheerful, and yet not the brightest. He wondered if what Zabuza is saying was partly true. After this he would have to watch him.

"He is nothing like you Zabuza, in fact he is far from it." commented Kakashi to Zabuza, and Zabuza looked at Kakashi with a sidelong glance again, before turning back to the battle.

"Then just watch Kakashi, just watch."

Naruto narrowed his eyes as he sent 30 clones at the incoming Water Clone. He then made another since his hands were still in the seal. The newest clone then quickly made the hand signs for the Transformation Jutsu. The clones then engaged the Water Clone of Zabuza with force, using only their fists. They were only distracting it for Naruto. Sasuke watched Naruto's clones get blown back and blown up.

"I hope that wasn't everything you had." he said calmly, as if it was, then they would most likely die here.

"Don't worry, I have a plan. Just do what you need to do when it comes." Naruto replied as he created 15 more clones and sent them after the Water Clone. Sasuke saw that the clone he made extra was still there with the Transformation Jutsu. Then it puffed to reveal a... Demon Wind Shuriken. He wondered what use that would be when he saw Naruto pick it up and put it in his backpack. Then Naruto reached into his Kunai pouch, and pulled out two Kunai. "Remember Sasuke, stick to the plan."

With that said, Naruto crouched down and gathered Chakra in his legs, in a massive amount and with some control unlike last time with Iruka. He waited for the perfect moment and saw it. He kicked off from the crouch, using the stored Chakra, and went at speeds faster than the untrained eye. He brought both of his Kunai up, and had the blades facing the ground. Just as the clones all were thrown away like before, he came in a stabbing motion to the Water Clone, while it was still extending the Water Clone version of Kubikiribocho, and stabbed both Kunai into it. He was stopped though as it brought up the blade and blocked him just in time.

Naruto then used his weight to move over the blade and down in front of the clone. He smirked as he moved one of the Kunai and threw it point blank at the clone. It hit and the clone splashed into the Water it was composed of, though not without thwacking Naruto with the cleaver like blade. As Naruto was sent flying, then Kunai that hit the clone was actually charged with Chakra and zoomed past by Tazuna, missing by a hair. Tazuna almost shit himself, though he was still going to chew the kid out afterwards.

The still flying Naruto then pulled out his backpack, though everyone was watching the Kunai pass Tazuna, and yelled, "Sasuke!" before throwing the Shuriken at him folded up. The Shuriken was like all others, meaning it had four blades and a hole in the center. Though, this one was collapsible by the ring/hole in the center, and the blades were curved like a Scimitar in shape without the back. This made it faster as it cut through the air like a wind, hence the name. Sasuke caught the weapon and as soon as he did, he knew what Naruto's plan was.

Sasuke smirked, and thought, 'Not bad dobe, not bad at all.' Sasuke gathered Chakra in his arm and jumped in the air to gain momentum. As he came down he flipped and threw the Shuriken at Zabuza, while discharging the Chakra in his arm to increase the strength of the throw. With the momentum from Sasuke up in the air, and the amplified strength in the throw, the Shuriken zoomed at very fast speeds. Almost not able to be seen to the trained eye. "Demon Wind Shuriken!" cried out Sasuke as he threw it down range at Zabuza.

Zabuza saw the blade coming and narrowed his eyes. He knew he had to move or catch it in order to nullify it. He couldn't let go of his hold on the Water Prison, or else then Kakashi could finish him off. The Water Clones from earlier and against the kid, with the gathering of the dense, Chakra infused water for the Water Prison, and keeping it up this long had taken its toll on his Chakra Reserves. The Water Prison was a technique meant to disable an opponent, then be broken as you ran your blade through it afterwards to end the battle. Though, because of his haughtiness, he kept it up, thinking that these Genin were nothing. Well he was paying for it now, wasn't he?

"Fuck." he simply said as outstretched his arm and threw Kubikiribocho on his back. As it came within range he made he hand ready and... caught it as it almost hit him. He smirked as let down to the side of his arm. "Hehehe, nice try kid, but..." he stopped there as out of the mist came a second one, in the shadow of the first. His eyes widened as he didn't have enough time to let go of the one in his hand and catch that one. As it came to bisect him, he jumped up slightly and brought his legs up, barely avoiding the spinning blades. He smirked again, thinking that he won this time, before his eyes widened as he heard a puff behind him. He turned his head quickly, to see the real Naruto there with his second Kunai at the beginning charged with Chakra in hand.

He knew then what the kid's plan was from the beginning. He had his clones distract the Water clone until he could get in close and kill it. Then while everyone else was watching Tazuna almost get killed, he switched with the cloned Shuriken while pulling out a real one and transformed them together. Then the clone threw it to Sasuke, in which when he caught it, knew that since it was weighted, it was real. He threw it knowing that Naruto was using the real blade as a cover. When Zabuza caught the first one, he didn't have enough time as to see the second one was a Transformation Shuriken and dodged it thinking it was real as well. Then Naruto reverted back to himself, as he got behind Zabuza and was going to throw the Chakra charged Kunai at his back, where the blade didn't cover to kill him, while his hand was on the Water Prison and the other holding the real Shuriken. Leaving him with no way in the air to dodge, basically a sitting duck.

'That kid is smart.' he thought to himself, giving the kid some respect in his book.

"Eat this!" yelled Naruto as he threw the Kunai hard with charged Chakra in his arm. It flew true, and didn't want to deviate it's course. Wanting a piece of Zabuza's flesh, or life. Zabuza knew the fight ended right there. He moved out of the way of the Kunai seeking to kill him, while letting go of the Water Prison. This in turn like he thought, Kakashi was let go and instantly on him. He dropped the Shuriken by this point and brought his blade to bear. They collided again and once again fought, even though Zabuza knew he had less Chakra then Kakashi, if he could get him in a Water Prison again, which was a long if, then he would take the lead again. As they fought more and more, Kakashi yelled out, "Nice job Naruto! Now get to safety."

"Don't need to tell me twice!" exclaimed Naruto as he was swimming to shore with Chakra enhanced ligaments. He got to shore and back with the group soon enough. Kakashi and Zabuza then separated, making hand seals at a fast rate. Zabuza doing the ones he remembered to heart, while Kakashi using the Sharingan eye in his left eye to copy Zabuza's seals. This continued with Zabuza's eyes narrowing, and him saying, "Stop copying me you stupid monkey!" then stopped on the last one, yelling, "Water Technique: Water Dragon Bullet!" and a huge serpent like dragon made of water rose out of the lake. But Kakashi had copied his seals, and had made a dragon of equal size and strength. When they clashed and exploded over the both of them clashing.

The fighting duo then broke apart again, running in a circle, Zabuza running in one direction, and Kakashi running the same way and the same speed. Still directly across from Zabuza. "Argh, you stupid monkey!" yelled Zabuza, quickly getting angered by Kakashi's copycatting. He stopped and so did Kakashi, both doing the same hand seals, though different this time, and at the same speed. Zabuza looked directly into Kakashi's eyes, wondering how he was doing that at the same speed.

Then Zabuza stopped making seals as he saw himself behind Kakashi making seals. 'Is that me?' he thought confused. Before his eyes widened, as Kakashi finished the last seal. "Water Technique: Great Waterfall." Kakashi said calmly, using the jutsu Zabuza was building on Zabuza himself. The water tunnel that signaled the jutsu formed and charged Zabuza, taking him with it all the way to the other side of the shore. Kakashi landed there, seeing Zabuza up against a tree. He threw three Kunai, two to the shoulders and one to the lower side of the torso, making Zabuza grunt in pain.

Zabuza looked up at Kakashi with blurry vision. "How? How can you do that. Can you see the future?" he asked with confusion as to how he was beat.

Kakashi pulled out one last Kunai, and started toward Zabuza, reading to throw it into the man's throat. "Yes Zabuza, I can see the future, and your future is death." he said calmly and just about threw it, if it wasn't for the two senbon that landed in his neck. Kakashi stopped and put his Kunai away, before walking up to the body of the Missing Mist Nin. He put two fingers, his index and middle finger, up to Zabuza's throat, and waited a few seconds. Then moved away while putting the headband over his Sharingan eye, so his other eye was still able to use, making the headband lopsided.

"How long have you been there Hunter-san?" asked Kakashi to the Hunter Shinobi who just landed behind him. The rest of the group also joined them there. The Hunter went over to the body and hefted it up on his back.

"I had been there since the beginning. I just waited until you cut him down enough to make the kill." said the Shinobi calmly. "Now I must bid you ado." With that said, the Hunter made a Ram seal and used the Teleportation Technique to go away. Kakashi then turned to his Genin and Client.

"So, now would one of you do me a favor, any carry me to the Client's house?" With that also said, he fell the the ground unconscious. They all rushed over in worry, though Sakura sighed.

"He just has Chakra Exhaustion. All he needs is a place to rest." she summarized, then looked at Tazuna. "How far are we from your house?"

Tazuna looked at the next road closest to them and smiled. "Just down the road actually." he said as he went down said road. The rest of them looked at each other, before shrugging and Naruto created two clones to carry their sensei to the house. As his teammates walked ahead of him, they didn't notice the small grin that appeared on Naruto's face.

'I am getting better and better. Soon, I won't need this village.'


	2. Chapter 2

**Forgotten Inheritance**

**Chapter 2: The Beginning of the Return Home Arc**

The group arrived with downed Kakashi in tow to Tazuna's residence. It was a small two story house that sat on the shore, with a dock that led out to the ocean. The first floor had a walkway surrounding it that was attached to the dock, and a tile roof acted as a cover for the walkway. The second floor was perched onto the first floor with windows on all four sides. There was another tile roof sitting on top of it. The house overall was a nice looking estate. Naruto studied the features, looking it over, and wondering if the house used to be a hotel.

"Hey dobe, stop standing around like a dobe." said Sasuke insulting Naruto, and bringing him out of his thoughts. Naruto narrowed his eyes at his supposed rival. Then he raised his fist at Sasuke, shaking it with a very idiotic angry face.

"Hey!" he said and was about to retort when Sakura landed a punch on his head, which in result send him tumbling to the ground. He got up rubbing his head and looked at Sakura. "What did you do that for Sakura-chan?" he asked, clueless as ever.

"Because you're being a baka, baka!" she replied, with her angry face and shaking her face at Naruto, not too different from Naruto's actions a second ago. With that she huffed and walked away, and Sasuke just shook his head and followed after her. Naruto rubbed the now healing welt with a annoyed face, looking at their back with the same cerulean eyes like before, then they switched back when Tazuna came beside him with his clones holding still holding the unconscious Jonin. Tazuna looked after them with a small frown.

"Their really thankful, aren't they?" he said with sarcasm, getting a small nod from Naruto, at pointing out how he saved all of them from the Demon of the Mist's blade. Tazuna was annoyed how they just tossed their teammates act of bravery aside for granted.

Naruto gave the man a sideways glance, one that spoke thank you. "Well, I am glad at least someone noticed my cool." he mumbled, knowing that letting Sasuke belittle him and Sakura hit him like a ape was all part the of the charade. Tazuna nodded to Naruto and walked ahead of him. Naruto still stood their, looking at the hotel like building, wondering if it was, his learning habit acting out again.

"Hey, sir? You want us to make Sasuke's life hell tomorrow?" asked the clone of Naruto's who was holding Kakashi by the legs. He also kept this hidden from his teammates and sensei, as he had... modified the Shadow Clone Jutsu for his own means. His clone had a intelligence that was half of his, though this came at the cost of there unlimited range. He could only have them away from the user by around 5 miles, though it was worth it as they could make traps and be his own personal and intelligent army on the fly. In theory.

Naruto gave his clone a look. 'Sometimes I wonder if they are that intelligent though' he though to himself with a shake of his head. "No, we have to keep up with the dumb blonde act until we no longer need it. How many times do I have to tell you guys?" he muttered to the both of his clones, who just had sheepish faces at remembering the facade. They walked up behind the group as Tazuna knocked on the door. A few footsteps could be heard on the other side of the screen door, before it slid aside to reveal a young and beautiful woman.

Her face was simple and had no imperfections. Her hair was blue and fell down her back, with the thick bangs hanging on either side of her face. Her eyes were large black irises, and she had a nice smile. She wore a pink shirt that had red collar and the sleeves ended at her elbows. The ends of the sleeves were red also, and she wore a blue skit.

"Father!" she exclaimed and hugged Tazuna immediately.

'So this must be his daughter he was talking about.' was the collective thoughts of the Genin. They were soon invited in, and taking Kakashi upstairs. She led them to a room with just a hardwood floor on the second floor. "This house used to be a hotel of ours, so there is plenty of space. The bed rolls are in the closet." she said as she let them pass her and lay Kakashi down, before getting a bed roll and laying him one. Naruto nodded thanks to her, in which she nodded back. The group laid their things from the travel in the room.

"So, we made it?" came Kakashi's voice from behind all of them, making them jump. They all looked to see him in the bed roll and reading his orange book, for which he was famous for, though they didn't know yet.

"How? What? Huh?" sputtered Sakura, as she thought it would take at least a day to wake up from Chakra exhaustion.

"You were awake the whole time weren't you?" said Naruto, his eye twitching. Sasuke looked at him and then Kakashi, curious at what his response would be.

"Possibly." was Kakashi's simple reply, making them all face fall. After the commotion had settled down, with Sakura and Sasuke having to hold Naruto back from choking their sensei to death and Kakashi simply saying "Maa Maa", he grew serious.

"Sasuke, were we followed?' he asked the raven haired Uchiha. He knew that he would be on the look out, unlike his teammates. What he didn't notice was Naruto's slight narrowing of the eyes at that.

Sasuke calmly closed his eyes, making himself seeming cooler, which just made Sakura have stars in her eyes, and Naruto roll his. "No, we weren't followed." he reported, and Kakashi nodded.

"Good, because if we were, we would be dead." he said calmly, then the screen door opened to reveal Tazuna and his daughter carrying tea and tea cups on a tray.

"Ah, good. You're awake, so I don't have to say this twice." said Tazuna, as he came and sat down with the group, while his daughter poured and gave each of them some tea, then herself. "This is my daughter, Tsunami."

"Nice to meet everyone." she said, as she sat down as well. The group of Shinobi nodded back in return and gave their names in respect to their hostess. Then they all sipped the tea they were given.

'This is some good tea, better then Iruka's' thought Naruto, as he tasted the warm liquid in his mouth, before swallowing. He looked around as he saw Kakashi having a thoughtful face, Sasuke with his usual brooding one, Sakura with her staring star struck face at Sasuke and Tsunami and Tazuna with their calm faces. He knew why his sensei was thoughtful. 'Hunter-san was not all he seemed to be. He hit the nerves in the neck to make someone go into a deathlike state with those senbon. I should know, as I have done that on myself once or twice.'

"Well, I have some good news and some bad news." said Kakashi, as if on queue. Everyone looked up at him, some with interest and others with confusion. "The bad news is that Zabuza is still alive." This made Tazuna almost blow out his tea he was just sipping.

"What?!" he exclaimed, confused as to what his protector meant. So were Tsunami, Sakura, and Sasuke. Though Kakashi noticed how Naruto simply kept looking normally, sipping his tea.

'He knows something. I will have to have him talk with me later.' Kakashi made a note to himself before he continued. "The Hunter Nin had my suspicions until now, when I confirmed he isn't a Hunter Nin."

"What do you mean by that?" Naruto asked, even though he knew the answer, he saw Kakashi take a look at him, so he had to keep up with his mask. He even had the totally confused face up and everything. 'God, this make me sick sometimes.'

Kakashi glance at him before sighing, and just as he was about to speak, Sakura beat him to the punchline. "What he is trying to say baka, is that the Hunter Nin was faking to get Zabuza away from us, meaning he is working for Zabuza." she said, with a vein popping out of her forehead, and here eyes shut out of annoyance. She also got a look from both Tazuna and Tsunami for her remark.

"Ahem, as I was saying before Sakura interrupted me..." he said this as he sent her a scalding glance, making her look sheepish. "Is that the Hunter Nin is not one because of two things." As he said this, he raised his hand and extended his index and middle fingers while balling his hand into a fist, making the sign of counting off. "One, the Hunter Nin used senbon, which can be used to kill someone, but mostly for immobilizing or acupuncture. A skilled person in senbon are really the only ones who can kill with them, as they would have a in depth experience of the human body to do so." With that said, he folded the middle finger down into the fist. "Two, he did not dispose of the body on site like Hunter Nin protocol requires, as you are supposed to remove the head from the body and burn or destroy it to prevent a enemy village from finding village secrets in the Missing Nin's body. Such is why the Hunter Nin forces were made."

Naruto nodded in understanding, then Tazuna spoke. "So, if what you're saying is true, then Zabuza has more Shinobi helping him?" asked Tazuna with a grave voice, knowing that they might not be part of the world for much longer if it was the situation. Everyone, but Kakashi and Naruto, had a grave face at that.

Kakashi eye smiled, since you couldn't tell if he was smiling because of his blue mask that covered his face. (Sorry, forgot to include that) "That is where the good news comes in Tazuna-san." said Kakashi, making everyone look at him, though again, Naruto just doing it to keep the facade. "With Zabuza's and me in some injury, and with the false death affects on the body, he shouldn't be getting up to kill us anytime soon. In fact, he should be ready to fight us when I am ready. So no worries Tazuna-san." Everyone looked up happily at his next words, knowing that at least the strongest of their enemy wouldn't be up for awhile. Naruto looked upon all of this with internal apathy, his head shaking mentally.

'Though what Kakashi sensei didn't tell us is that Zabuza could have his fake Hunter-nin come to take care of us. Though that is if he isn't arrogant.' thought Naruto to himself as he analyzed their current state. 'With Kakashi down, and myself only knowing some things from Iruka sensei and other things. We would be hard pressed to fight the Hunter-nin back if he is high Chunin or low Jonin, which is going to result as casualties.' As he thought this, he looked over at Sakura for only a moment, then to the group as their discussion continued on how to protect Tazuna. 'I think those casualties are acceptable.'

"So, for the next few weeks Sakura, Sasuke, and Naruto, we are strictly training for the inevitable fight for Wave. We will begin tomorrow, so sleep well tonight." Kakashi said to his subordinates, looking at each one of them. He knew he could do only so much for them, and with all of the teamwork training he had to do with them back in the Leaf, which in itself was shaky at best, he didn't know if they were up to it. 'Well we are in the frying pan now, so work with what we got.' he thought to himself as he waved them off. Tazuna and Tsunami left to go downstairs and make the evening meal, and Sakura and Sasuke doing their usual asking out on a date and rejecting respectfully. Only Naruto's face was blank, signaling he was in thought, as he calmly stood to leave.

"Well, see ya in the morning Kakashi sensei!" said Naruto with his familiar wave and goofy grin, knowing full well that the Jonin was studying him. He didn't know what Kakashi was after, but what it was, wasn't something he was comfortable with.

"Naruto, would you stay for a minute?" asked Kakashi, even though between Naruto and himself was a order. Sasuke shook his head, thinking his flunky teammate was in trouble once again, and Sakura nodding to herself, thinking that the dobe deserved it somehow. Naruto looked at his leaving teammates and his superior, before sighing and walking back in and closing the sliding, lattice wood design, white paper screens, door.

"Yes Kakashi sensei?" asked Naruto with a sigh, knowing full well that the next few minutes were going to be terrible. He knew he couldn't hide his smarts from his teacher that long, and Kakashi was probably informed by the Hokage in the first place. 'As much as you dislike this kind of thing Naruto, you already knew it was going to happen more times in your life then you think.'

"I noticed you acting different since we got to Wave. Is there something wrong Naruto?" asked Kakashi, even though he knew that Naruto wasn't going to open up easily. Kakashi knew he wore a mask, as he watched over him a lot when he used to be in ANBU. With some of the protection missions resulting in saving him from small mobs and the like, he saw his mask. When Naruto was running around the village, spouting his claims of being Hokage, he always had the brightest eyes and was never down, looking forward. When he was cornered by a mob on the other hand, that is when he truly showed himself. Kakashi saw this side of him once, and only once.

* * *

><p><em>Flashback<em>

_Naruto was in an alley. looking for one of his usual escape routes, only to find it blocked, and nailed shut. He could remove it given time, but that was not their for him at the moment. He sighed and turned to face the 7 man mob that just came around the corner. They all grinned as they saw their target trapped, his escape blocked by them earlier that day._

_"So, you see our own changes to your plans. huh demon?" he said rhetorically with a cruel laugh, one that spoke pain to the one that it was directed at. All of his cohorts laughed as well, looking forward to the next few minutes. As they laughed, they didn't notice Naruto quickly and sneakily remove a block from the wall of one of the buildings in the alley, and grab something from the hidden cove._

_"Ya, I noticed... asshole." said Naruto calmly back, still looking at the ground, his hand firmly wrapping around the now revealed Kunai in the moonlight as it flashed across the ancient tool for the death of another. He calmly breathed in and out, hearing their cruel laughter quiet __immediately at his comment to their pseudo leader. The man who appeared to be in charge of the mob narrowed his eyes._

_"What was that... you little shit?" he said with anger evident in his body, face, and voice. He didn't take being talked down to by a kid, the demon brat no less, well. He started to advance to Naruto, fists balled and ready to assault. His cohorts cracking knuckles and doing the same. All of them having angry faces as well, not liking the brats words._

_'That's right idiots, keep getting angrier and thinking less, getting heated up. Though not like any of you are smart anyways.' he though to himself as he raised his head and looked at each of them in the eyes with his own. The mob couldn't see his eyes well, because of the darkness of the alley, and the night coming to a head, and didn't see the now dark cerulean eyes instead of his masks bright, azure eyes. Those eyes looked at everyone one of them as an obstetrical, one ready to be removed with force. His look was that of a very cold intelligence. "I said that I noticed your clever trick sir, as good as monkey eating its own shit." Naruto said back, even though the man's words were one that of harm. He didn't care how much injuries he would sustain after this, only that the man in front of him was dead , with his jugular squirting his blood, at thinking he could kill him._

_As the conflict was about to happen, with the man raising his fist to hit Naruto and Naruto pulling the Kunai out from his back, glinting in a brief flash of moonlight, hungry for flesh and blood. Several people in black cloaks and white, animal like masks, landed between Naruto and the man, and landing behind the mob. These people were the ANBU, Shinobi trained to kill and die for the Hokage. The mob stopped, their once confident faces now filled with fear. The man leading the mob stood their, anger still evident, not knowing his mob just turned into a bunch of headless chickens._

_"Get out of my way ANBU-san. His life ends tonight." he said as he rushed the ANBU with a wolf mask, thinking his mob would back him up. The man was terribly wrong and dispatched with a sharp jab to his sternum, resulting in unconsciousness with loss of air. The ANBU then moved his hand to the rest of the mob, saying "Detain all of them for interrogation." simply. The rest of the ANBU did as he ordered, and Wolf turned to look at Naruto, only to see the Kunai in the hand of the child, almost stabbing him. He was surprised at this and looked up to see Naruto's eyes, eyes that were dark and deadly, intending to kill what was in front of him. Then, as fast as a blink of the eye, they switched back to the same bright azure._

_"Sorry ANBU-san, I was just hoping that if I at least injured one of them, they would leave me alone." said Naruto, knowing he just lied strait faced to a ANBU, one of the Hokage's personal ninja. He didn't care to be honest, he was pissed that they came in between the man and himself. He knew that he was planning to kill that man, with no remorse or regret what so ever, and almost did too. The ANBU slowly nodded, and then grabbed the Kunai from the boys hands._

_"You shouldn't resort to that kind of action Naruto-san, as it would only cause more trouble. I will be taking this, as to prevent you from hurting yourself in the future." replied Wolf to Naruto as he put the said Kunai in his cloak. What scared him is when did the kid get a good Kunai like this one, as no reports of his pranks in Shinobi armament shops around town reported he stole a Kunai, only paper tags and ink, for his famous paint bombs._

_Naruto nodded with a smile, even though lots of anger lied underneath his mask, at the ANBU taking on of his good Kunai. 'Damn, its hard to find those from the training grounds nowadays. Oh, well. That just means I'll have to be more secretive and careful around them when it comes to my personal defense. Still a annoyance in the end though.' thought Naruto bitterly, as he was led by the ANBU to the Hokage for questioning, and learning what all happened. The Wolf ANBU, Kakashi, still remember that look Naruto had in his eyes, one of death to the man that was going to hit him._

_Flashback end_

* * *

><p>Now Kakashi was going to use that same night as a reference to Naruto when it comes to the real him. He knew that Naruto was more than he appeared, from his ANBU days and the Hokage informing him of Naruto's hidden intelligence as a teacher to the boy. So he would try to give the boy respect to that of conversing with him like an adult. Naruto knew that Kakashi had seen him acting different when they were all talking about how they could protect Tazuna for now. He wasn't about to tell the Jonin his life story, if that is what his teacher was after.<p>

"Nothing is wrong Kakashi sensei, nothing at all." he replied to the question with a sheepish smile and grin, keeping his facade up, hoping against hope.

Kakashi sighed, knowing this was going to be harder than he thought. "Naruto... you are not only my student, but also my subordinate as well, meaning that I must check that all of my subordinates are a hundred percent. With the way you have been acting today, I don't think you are at that. So please tell me what is bothering you? I know that you're smarter than you appear to others, I figured this out myself and the Hokage told me as well, so don't bother hiding it." Kakashi knew that hit home, as Naruto's hand fell from the back of his head, and the one sheepish grin disappeared, only turning into a calm and blank face. The biggest change though was his eyes, as now Kakashi had a better look at the same eyes he saw that night.

The dark, cold, and calculative cerulean eyes now staring down his own black eyes. They stayed like that for sometime, before Naruto and sighed and sat down. "It seems like the more I am trying to hide, the more people come looking." he said this to Kakashi, and to himself. Kakashi eye smiled as this was the Naruto he wanted to talk to from the beginning. He was going to let the boy come out of it slowly around him and his teammates, but with the current situation, he had to move that to now.

"Good, I am glad that we can talk on the same level now. You have been thinking the whole thing over from my point of view, Zabuza and his pseudo Hunter-nin. This is what appears to be troubling you, right Naruto?" Kakashi asked with a tone of a adult talking to another adult. He knew he would have to treat the boy like this to get him to be honest, or as honest as he was willing to be.

"Yes, that and among other things that are my business." Naruto replied, letting his Jonin leader know that was the only thing he was willing to talk with him about. He knew Kakashi was trying to get him to open up, and that wasn't going to fly around him. The Jonin nodded in understanding, then spoke.

"What has your concern?" Kakashi asked simply.

"Why didn't you tell my teammate the whole truth for one, and how are we going to deal with Zabuza's Hunter-nin if he sicks him on us. I mean we wouldn't be able to hold such a ninja off in our condition Kakashi sensei?" Naruto asked his Jonin, as he wondered just what the man was thinking.

Kakashi listened to Naruto's question thoughtfully, thinking of a way to explain it to him, then shrugged his shoulders in thought, 'He most likely prefers honest answers, not any half truths.' He then breathed in before replying. "I didn't tell them because with these superior forces to them Naruto, it will lower their confidence, not only your teammates, but also our clients. So if I give them a good thing to look forward to, then they will fight and train harder because of such confidence, even if its false. You have to help your subordinates get better and fight stronger to win Naruto, it is something a commander must be willing to do. As for the Hunter-nin, I assume you have some Jutsus up your sleeves right?" answered and question Kakashi, receiving a nod from Naruto.

"I have some, but nothing that is really high damage like you did today." Naruto said honestly, as Kakashi wasn't his enemy, only a ally, for the moment. So he would play along for now.

"Good, that is enough, as I may be down, and Chakra Exhausted, but I can still fight, if poorly." as he said this, Naruto rose a eyebrow in question. "Hey, I am not a Jonin for nothing Naruto. Anyways, from the plan you came up with back when fighting Zabuza, you saved us all Naruto, even if your teammates take it for granted, as all of us could have died then. You are really good at that, thinking on your feet. So I believe that if Zabuza does send his Hunter-nin after us, you will come up with something to save us again, because I trust you that much." As he said this, he saw Naruto's face twitch, if only barely. He wondered internally what that meant.

Naruto heard the Jonin's words, and at the end surprised him when he said that. 'Trust...' something he knew well and never was used to, as he like being trusted by others, as that causes obligation, which he hated. So when Kakashi said he trusted him, he meant he is relying on him to save everyone, which Naruto didn't know if he could do that, because he hardly respects any of his teammates, and he only respected Kakashi, as he is a war seasoned Jonin of extraordinary strength and caliber. He read his history on his teacher, and he knew of what he did, even some of the hush hush parts.

Anyways, Naruto slowly nodded at Kakashi's words. "Thanks Kakashi sensei." he said calmly as he stood and left, before he could though, Kakashi called him once more. He looked over at him and saw his serious face.

"Also one more thing Naruto, you are going to have to tell your teammates about the real you, not now though, but soon. A team cannot get better unless each part of it is completely honest with the others." he advised. Naruto looked at him for a moment, before nodding in acknowledgement, and opening the screen door. He exited and closed the door behind him.

"Hey dobe. How was your chew out?" he said to his rival/teammate. He knew that with what happened back when fought Zabuza was not just a spur of the moment thing. A small part of him thought of this, while the rest disregarded his teammate as a class clown he was known for. _"Think underneath the Underneath..."_ came their teachers words on their first day as a team, after Kakashi called Naruto to talk with him. He thought back to the fight and wondered if the dobe was hiding more then he showed. With this in mind, that small part grew to a concern of his own strength. Which with Sasuke was not right. 'So now I am going to figure out if he is hiding something or not.'

Naruto turned to face, in his mind, his annoying teammate. He looked at him wondering why he was getting involved, as Sasuke thought that he was not worth the effort, so why now. 'I wonder if he has suspicions about my strength. If so this doesn't bode well for my mask.' he thought as he narrowed his eyes while looking at Sasuke. "What is it to you teme?" asked Naruto with his usual idiotic voice. Sasuke narrowed his eyes as well and walked up to stand right in front of Naruto. They stared each other down, not one of them giving any ground.

"I don't care what you or Kakashi-sensei were talking about. All I know is that it was about the fight with Zabuza, and what you did was not normal for a dead last." said Sasuke, knowing full well Naruto was hiding something from him. Naruto kept his facade up with the barest of control. Oh how he wanted to let it drop and show this spoiled brat just who he was talking to.

'Oh well, the slow and steady wins the race, right?' thought Naruto. "Maybe, maybe not. All I know is that I don't care what you think Uchiha." said Naruto with a very terse tone. This surprised Sasuke, though he didn't show it, as even the dobe's accent changed a little.

'He is hiding something from me, and I am going to find out, one way or another.' thought the avenger. They stayed like this for only a few more seconds, before Sasuke scoffed and turned around, walking away. "Whatever.." he muttered and went down the hall to the lower floor. Naruto looked after him, his true face showing. It contained no emotion, no visible face movements, nothing what so ever. Only his eyes, the dark cerulean they were, we full of annoyance and dislike.

'He is going to be a problem. Great.' he thought with a sigh, before his mask slipped back on, the once emotionless face turning into one of goofiness, and his eyes into a mirthful azure. He followed after the Uchiha, now that he collected himself, and went down stairs to see the rest of the household moving around, ignorant of the true Naruto. He honestly wondered why he put up with all of this sometimes, and then remembered that he was doing this to become stronger. 'Time to begin round two of my hell.'


	3. Chapter 3

**The Forgotten and The Found**

**Chapter 3: The Beginning of the Return Home Arc**

Naruto went down the stairs shortly after his arrogant teammate, though not right after he did. He thought over the now sudden threats to his mask, something he has been using to cover behind from the whole village for years, at risk.

'That is not acceptable. Not at all.' he thought to himself as he came down the last flight of stairs to the main room his clones and himself passed though earlier. Now that he wasn't preoccupied by Hatake, he could study his surroundings with more clarity. The main floor was simple. A main room that composed of a living/dining room with a kitchen. Most of the walls made of wood, of which he didn't know, that was a lacquered brown color, and went all the way to the kitchen. The kitchen was across the dining area, having all the basic tools, such as the oven, counters, cupboards, and sink. All around it suited the small family enough. He glanced to the table in the center of the dining area to see his teammates, Tazuna, and a boy. His eyebrow rose at the sudden appearance, but thought nothing else on it. He went to the table and sat himself down.

"So, will Kakashi be joining us tonight?" calmly asked Tazuna to Naruto, as he saw the boy take his place. He knew that the boy was not all he seemed, as he could tell by the eyes. 'Of course I have been able to do read people for some time now, or else Kaiza wouldn't have been with my daughter.'

Naruto met Tazuna's eyes and nodded his in a negative, as their sensei needed his rest. 'Plus he needs to catch up on his "Icha Icha" smut.' Naruto thought internally with a scoff. Tazuna nodded, and turned to the kitchen to tell Tsunami, when she spoke up.

"I will take it up to him then." she said calmly as she kept humming, cleaning the dishes for dinner. She then moved to the stove and started to boil the water for her famous soup, to which her father told her it was worthy of a Daimyo. She always blushed at that.

While all of this was going on, Naruto had his eyes closed in thought. He always got this way when he was calm, as far as he could remember. 'The Hunter Nin could have taken Kakashi sensei out and then the rest of them, if he was smart. A small smirk made its way to his face as he found the first glaring weakness. 'Hunter-san cares more about Zabuza's safety than the mission, interesting.' he thought as he jotted that down on his mental book. The Hunter was also good with senbon needles if he was able to get his master in a death state from that far, which also meant he could kill with it. 'Judging by his Chakra Reserves, he was mid-Chunin to low Jonin. That is not good. He is definitely not someone to trifle without cautious steps.'

Then he heard a snap of fingers, opening his eyes he was annoyed to see Sakura getting ready to give him a lecture, though he didn't show it. 'Oh god.' he thought glumly. His showed apt attention and compassion, to which he almost puked at sometimes, as he responded.

"Yes Sakura-chan?" his tone was that of a boy seeking an answer to a question of whether their affection would go out with them or not. His answer was a annoyed Sakura.

"Naruto... please don't fall asleep at the table again, okay?" she said with a all so sweet voice that promised pain to anyone who knew her enough. Naruto's face turned to one of horror as he nodded rapidly, with Sasuke actually looking at the interaction with a little of pity for his dumb teammate. He had seen how hard his female teammate can hit.

'At least that is one thing she is good at.' he thought calmly as he turned head to stare of into space, thinking of how to gain power, enough to kill "him". This didn't go unnoticed by Naruto, who was thankful that Sakura was to busy staring at her affection with a almost stalker like look. He knew what the boy was thinking. This in turn brought a memory to surface.

* * *

><p><em>Flashback<em>

_Naruto was walking down the village again, during the night, as that was the only time he could without being bothered much. He looked to the stores closed to his left and right, knowing full well that they would always be closed to him, no matter the time of day. He sighed, and looked up to the full moon. It always had him hypnotized sometimes, just making him wonder what was out there, then his head would hurt a little, almost as if he knew what was out there. He then heard some footsteps ahead of him, to sadly see more drunk villagers. 'Here we go again.'_

_It was a full ten seconds in their drunken stupor to notice the boy ahead of them. To which Naruto openly snorted to. They all looked up at him, then a second later their eyes lit up. Naruto knew that emotion all to well, hatred, for him and solely him. It was the one question he always asked himself, why do the hate me?_

_"Hey!" said one of them, pointing the bottle in hand to Naruto, almost dropping it, and pointed out Naruto to his friends. "Its the little shit!" All of them looked up, with anger and hatred in their own eyes as well. They all were pretty intoxicated, so Naruto simply turned around, think he wouldn't have to worry about them, and learning his lesson when it comes to a drunken villagers, as he was only 6 at this time. He heard a whistling sound and before he could do anything, the bottle hit him dead on in the head._

_In his dazed state on the ground from the bottle, he thought 'Damn, that guy has good aim for being drunk.' This was only for a second before he was trying to get up and get out of there as he knew what was coming next. He was to late, as a strong kick to the stomach sent him fly a few feet away. Pain filled his being as that happened, with a few shards of glass digging into his skin, from the now broken bottle as he was kicked. As he blurry vision started to clear, he heard the next hit coming, only for it to stop._

_His closed eyes from the incoming pain slowly opened to see and ANBU standing over him and holding the man up in the air, which was amazing at the ANBU was a full head shorter than the man himself. He watched as the ANBU agent calmly held him there for a second before tossing him back to his group. After this he calmly pulled out his Tanto, a shortened type of Katana, that was strait, with the end cut into a slant. It was double edged, as the blade gleamed in the moonlight on both sides._

_"I would recommend you leave, or you will face the __consequences." said the ANBU in a calm, but threatening manner. They all looked upon the ghostly figure, to them at least, and ran. Running over one another like cowards. The ANBU sighed, as he turned to the boy on the ground behind him, his mask finally seen, to be a rat mask. "Are you okay Naruto-san?" asked the ANBU calmly, as he knelt down to see if any wounds were serious._

_Naruto knew this was the standard routine, as he was very familiar with it now. "My head hurts sorta, and some glass splinters are in my skin, other than that, I think it wasn't to bad this time Rat-san." he calmly replied back as the ANBU lifted him off the ground, noticed him stiffen in, presumably anger, and put Naruto on his back. This was the norm for him, go out wandering, maybe spend the night peacefully alone, or get attacked by villagers. Then the ANBU watching him would save him, sometimes until the point he was going to die, and then force the Hospital people to treat him. Before they would only heal partly, heal the minor wounds, or just heal him in the most painful way possible. Each of those times he wouldn't flinch nor cry out in pain, as he had felt much worse before._

_That was until the Hokage found out from Dog-san, and punished accordingly, including some of the ANBU meant to guard him as well, from what Dog-san told him. This Rat-san was knew though, so this made this trip to the Hospital trip more interesting than the others before it at least. As they left the area, and traveled along the rooftops, Naruto calmly said "Thanks Rat-san." to the ANBU, which he received a reply in turn. The trip was uneventful the whole way, with the doctors that the Hokage personally assigned him healing as usual. He heard the ANBU and the Hokage outside as the door was partly open while he was being healed._

_"Thank you Itachi. You were certainly the best one for the job, as some ANBU have left him to die in those types of situations." said the Hokage with a tone full of gratitude. He assumed the ANBU nodded and then the Hokage asked the usual, almost predictable questions to the doctor treating him and Naruto himself. After that, they would send him home, and the next morning he would wake to see the Hokage. Going to talk to him as he was the only person who would talk to him, with the glares along the way their usual intensity or more if the villagers last night were arrested and the village found out. 'Yup, the usual.' was all he thought._

_Flashback end_

* * *

><p>He shook his head slightly at the memory, knowing full well now why he was hated and who saved him that night. 'Itachi Uchiha, S-rank Missing Nin from the Village Hidden in the Leaves. Killed all of his family in one night, leaving only Sasuke Uchiha, his little brother and my teammate, alive. Considered highly dangerous and flee on sight if lower than an A-rank Jonin. 1,000,000 Ryo alive, 500,000 Ryo dead.' was the Bingo Book playing through his head as he read that as well from the public library one day. How Itachi went from saving him to a mass murderer, he didn't know. All he did know was that Sasuke was after is head.<p>

'Such a foolish endeavor really. If he was able to kill that many shinobi, with all of them having a Sharingan, and escape, he is no match of his older brother. At his current state though... I don't think he even realizes this. If he does, then I guess he truly has a death wish.' Naruto sighed slightly at this though, knowing that arrogance was to blame in this situation. Though he wouldn't get involved with it.

Tsunami finished cooking the soup, served them all, and moved to upstairs to give the Jonin his portion as well. While they sat around the table and chatted, Tazuna saw fit to get to know his guards better. "So, what is life like in the Hidden Leaf?" he asked calmly. He saw Sasuke look at him slightly, shrugged, and looked away. Sakura went on a tirade of how life in the Leaf was for her, but as she did this, he saw Naruto was already done, and had a dark look about him at the topic.

"Thank you Tazuna-san. Your daughter's soup is just you had claimed." said Naruto standing up and moving to the sink with his bowl, since she wasn't there. Tazuna looked a little worried, as the boy's mood turn from bright to sour in a blink of an eye. Naruto put the bowl in the sink, washed it, and put it in the non-soapy side. Then he nodded to Tazuna and walked out the door. The whole group looked upon this action with confusion. Even the little boy.

Naruto walked to the end of the dock, and sat down. He grabbed a great breath and released it, looking around his surroundings. The house was situated on the shore of Wave, with the dock he sat on extending out a little into the water. The calm tide waded around the dock poles and to the shore with ease, similar to that of a experienced shinobi quietly sneaking upon their enemy, or a cat, stealthily approaching its meal. He looked to the dark, looming forest behind him. Giving a quiet, calm, and yet foreboding feeling to him. He then moved his eyes to the sky and saw the moon, out bright and full. 'The moon, so majestic and calm. So free from the troubles of the world. I wish I could be free from my hell.' he thought, some tears making surface before blinking away. No, they needed not to shed anymore, not after what he learned when they graduated.

'Hmhmhmh, so funny that it was right in front of me the whole time and I still didn't see it...'

* * *

><p><em>Flashback<em>

_Naruto looked out with sad eyes as children showed their parents their headbands, Shinobi headbands, and also watched as some nodded in approval, while others smiled and hugged their kids._

_"Hey, look over there. Its that thing. I'm glad that its not a shinobi. The Hokage was crazy to even let it try." he heard on of the villagers say in the crowd._

_"Sssh, were not supposed to talk about that stuff, you know that.." said another who quieted the first. Naruto knew all of the villagers either disliked him, hated him, and downright wanted his head. But he didn't care, what he cared about was information, what he cared about was getting stronger. So one day he could leave this damn village. Hunter-Nins to the Hokage himself be damned. The only reason he didn't pass, was because his Chakra Control was still sub-par. He admitted this to himself, and as Iruka-sensei said himself as he failed the Clone Technique. Such a simple ability, but so hard for him to try to master._

_'A Genjustu, using Chakra to make copies of oneself, and image them to confuse an enemy, and use the confusion to end the opponent's life. Though since its so simple, most don't fall for the trick.' Naruto thought to himself from the textbook he had read through and through an uncountable amount of times. Such a simple definition, yet so difficult to master. He sighed as he saw the time from his analyzing what he did wrong. It was starting to approach the evening, and he got off the swing, his eyes had to see through the red sunlight, were a dark cerulean, still lost in thought. His feet on auto-pilot carried his body home, or was considered home to him and pit of death to some in the village._

_What he didn't notice was a shadow that was tailing him from above. He finally reached the apartment complex he lived at. 'My own apartment complex..' he corrected himself and even the owner signed the rights to the Hokage, which in turn went to him, as he, or and person living there didn't want to sleep near the "demon" or even be in his presence. So it was his, and sighed at this as he walked up all the way to the top floor. Fiddling with his green goggles, that were similar to a air pilots, he found his key where he usually put it. Putting the piece of metal into the lock and turning it, hearing the tumblers working and the mechanism following his actions, unlocked the door in front of him._

_He studied locks, and many different types and ways. The only reason? Because it was broken by a villager who kicked the door in and proceeded to try to end his life on his 7th birthday. He didn't know why it seemed they were always more violent during his birthday, and the week before it. He birthday was on the 9 Tails Celebration day, where they celebrated the death of the most strongest Bijuu in existence, only at the cost of the Fourth Hokage, Minato Namikaze, the Leaf's Yellow Flash. A seasoned was veteran and Kage, he led the forces of the Leaf to victory in many battles in the 3rd Great Shinobi War. For his valor, and bravery, he was awarded the title of the Fourth Hokage, by the Third and current, Hokage._

_'Sarutobi Hiruzen, God of Shinobi, the apprentice the First and Second Hokages, Hashirama Senju and Tobirama Senju, respectively.' said again Naruto, textbook perfect, in his mind. He didn't know why he had such craving or memory for knowledge, full well knowing that it wasn't natural, as most kids his age couldn't even remember the whole bingo book or even the whole collection of famous Shinobi in a moment of recollection. He knew he couldn't tell anyone about it, even the Third, as he had a gut feeling it wouldn't go over well._

_As he flopped down on the couch, that was to say the least, in bad shape, he looked at his ceiling. Still lost in thought, before jumping as he heard a knock. His head snapped to door, and almost reaching to his Kunai pouch to grab a utensil of death to indeed use it for its purpose. He stopped, as he saw it was just his other sensei, Mizuki. He shook his head internally at how he left the door right open. Very unbecoming of a Shinobi._

_"Mizuki-sensei. I thought you might have been..." he trailed off, knowing he already spoke to much. Mizuki seemed to have a confused face for a second, before his face turned into one of understanding._

_"Ah, you thought I was Iruka, huh?" he said as he walked in, seeing it was already open for him. "You still upset about not passing?" he questioned Naruto with a caring tone. Naruto knew he meant that since Naruto cut himself off from saying the rest of his sentence, assuming it was going to be Iruka, and determined that he was still upset over the whole thing, which he wasn't, and knowing that the Chunin didn't know he was about to say villagers. Naruto thought all of this within the span of a second._

_"Nah, I know Iruka sensei is only looking out for me. Plus I know my Chakra Control isn't as good as it should be." he replied, deciding that he would entertain the Chunin. He normally doesn't let anyone into his apartment, excluding Iruka and the Hokage. But since he left his door open and had to keep up his mask, he would have to play along._

_"Ah..." said Mizuki, as he leaned against the wall. "He really is. Being a Shinobi is hard. Especially for those who start out." he calmly and smoothly said. This in turn made Naruto grow wary. He knew that the Chunin was trying to lead the discussion somewhere. He was way smarter than that._

_"Ya, I suppose that is true." said Naruto, agreeing. He would take this in the way the Chunin wanted to see what was the intention of this visit._

_"Hey, did you know that there is a alternate test? For those who don't have that good Chakra Control like you?" Mizuki said. He was already bored and didn't really want to deal with the demon. Naruto saw what was the intention from there on. _

_'So he wants me to do something for him through a test. This is getting interesting. The whole alternate is crap though.' thought Naruto as he looked at the Chunin with hopeful eyes, keeping up is mask. He would do what he asked and then tell the Hokage about it, and get the bonus at the end. What that was, he didn't know. All he did know was that he could evidently see Mizuki's poorly hidden lust for power and greed for __nonrecognition. So what he would ask him to get, judging by his stealth skills, would be of high value. Something he could turn to his advantage, if provided the chance._

_"Really, what is it Mizuki sensei. Tell me! Tell me!." he almost made himself sick sometimes, and this was one of them. Mizuki held his hands up in a placating manner, with a all to fake chuckle._

_"Okay, okay Naruto. Calm down. The test is to steal the Scroll of Seals from the Hokages office and bring it to me. Okay?" he said in a tone that only said he would say it once. Naruto nodded rapidly and excitedly. Internally he was shocked. _

_'The Scroll of Seals? Man, that is some serious power there. All of the Forbidden Justu created and found by each of the Hokages and all determined to powerful for anyone person. Often killing the user from the amount of Chakra required or just the immoral requirements some of them require. This guy is crazy. Oh well. Lets do this as that is to much of an opportunity to pass.' he thought to himself, resovled to do it because of the amount of power he could get from this endeavor._

_"Okay. This will be easy. Meet me at the shack to the east of the village tonight. I'll have that scroll and become Genin!" exclaimed his mask as he jumped into the air with a fist. He made it so it looked like he was to focused looking to cool, so he could see the malice in his eyes._

_"Great. See you tonight with your headband." Mizuki said with with a smiling face that was honest, just hiding the malice. He hated the boy utterly, and was only using him as a means to an end. He left the apartment, closing the door behind him, unconsciously knowing that. Naruto's face immediately fell to his cold self, his face turning from happiness to impassive. His eyes turning from the bright azure, to the dark cerulean. Those eyes showed nothing that there owner didn't want seen, only showing the intelligence of a killer. _

_'Even if I hadn't killed before, I still will when it comes down to it. Now with the opportunity presented to me, this is something I will have to plan over. The biggest problem is the Hokage, especially since he already knows how smart I am. Oh well, I think up something by tonight.' he thought to him self as he sat back on his couch, staring at the ceiling._

_Later that Night..._

_The Hokage building was quiet, with the occasional sound of leaves whistling in the wind. Some of the windows were lit up, and others dark. The ANBU patrol stopped on the wall that surrounded the building, briefly looking around, when another patrol landed next to them. The commanders of each squad, assuming as only the two whispered to each other, exchanged info, and went in the direction of the opposite squad. Naruto calmly watched this, in his masks orange jumpsuit. He knew if he was caught, then might as well try and play dumb._

_'I doubt that will work though. These ANBU consider the Hokage like a god... well his title says to I guess.' he thought idly as he waited for the moment needed. He studied the building over again as he always did with his hunger for knowledge. It was bathed in a shadowy tint due to the nighttime, though most of it was shown due to the village lights in the area and due to the moon in the air that was full. The fire emblem was the most obvious, with the jutting circle of stone poking out the side of the building. The middle of it was slightly extruded inward, leaving a rim that was slightly thick, and the extruded part only going in slightly. The inside was a field of red, with the symbol of fire, a cursive "t" that had the bottom spread slightly the bottom, creating two legs. Next to the top of the symbol were to coma like dots, one on either side of the symbol, above the line that was slightly overextended for the horizontal line making the "t". The rest of the building was dome-like with the top half being the same color of red as the background for the fire symbol. The rest was white, with a pair of doors at the bottom, and a staircase going around the building and to the back._

_Underneath the symbol, was the Hokage office, and his objective. It was a wide pane window, that had four different panes that covered a view of the whole village, including the Hokage Monument. As he moved his eyes up to the Hokage Monument, he observed that the top of the Hokage Building had five arch like pillars that were short and were in a pentagon formation, with the top facing the monument. A railing was around the top that spanned between each of the pillars. The Hokage Monument itself was massive. Containing all of the Hokages, first to last. 'Hashirama Senju, the Shodaime Hokage, Tobirama Senju, the Nidaime Hokage, Hiruzen Sarutobi, the Sandaime Hokage, and lastly, Minato Namikaze, the Yondaime Hokage. All of them powerful beyond measure, with the first being the strongest, only Madara Uchiha and Minato Namikaze able to hold a torch to the title.' he thought with a quiet sigh._

_He then saw his opportunity, with the ANBU patrols being on the other side of the area. He moved in quickly and silently, no even a rustle of clothes. He moved up the stairs, using as little Chakra as possible, to speed himself along. He arrived at the top with little trouble, and waited at the entrance to the building. He saw to Chunin guards move by, talking idly to each other, not noticing the pair of cerulean eyes that watched them. After they passed down the hall, he moved silently and stealthily in. Moving down the halls with such unfathomable efficiency that wouldn't be possible to normal kids his age, he made his way to the Hokage room. He put his head to the door, to make sure that no one was in there, whether it be Hokage, ANBU, or Chunin. Hearing no noise, he moved in and closed the door behind him._

_His eyes scanned the room quickly and with complete scrutiny to see if there were any traps. 'This is too easy. Something is not right.' he thought as he moved from his crouched stance to a standing one. Naruto moved across the room with light footsteps, testing each one as he went. He moved over to the Hokage pictures on the wall to the right of the simple oval room, that had the windows at the back, with a small ornate desk and chair near the window. He moved the picture of the Yondaime aside, as he saw the safe behind the picture. Again, putting his head against the metal door, listening carefully to the tumblers to unlock the safe. His other ear keeping watch of the room and hallway outside._

_After a few tries, he finally succeeded in unlocking it with a sigh of approval. 'I have already exceeded my stay here well enough.' he thought smartly as he hefted the big scroll on his back. It was a that exact moment that the door opened, catching him off guard, and having a surprised Hokage looking at him as Sarutobi turned on the light. They stared one another down, aged black to young cerulean, experienced Shinobi to academy student._

_"Well Naruto-kun. What are you doing with that now?" said Hiruzen in a calm but authoritative voice. Meanwhile, Naruto was sweating bullets internally, and running though 100 different scenarios at one moment. He thought it over, then sighed._

_'He knows me enough to tell when I am obviously lying, so no point in trying now. This was my own endeavor anyways.' he thought with a finality. He removed the Scroll of Seals, and put it next to him standing strait up. "So, to be frank Hiruzen..." he said and this made the Hokage know he was being serious, as he never called him by first name unless he was serious, "I actually never even planned on you knowing this would happen, or that you would catch me. So, with that out of the way, I was going to steal the Scroll of Seals, not for my own power..." he said that with a lie, even if was wrong, the best lie is a half truth. He learned that at a very young age. "I was stealing because Mizuki told me to steal it for a alternative test for Genin. Of course I knew it was a ruse from the get-go, but I continued on to see if that I caught him and brought him to the village, I would be promoted for my actions." he finished, not blinking, not wavering, no even moving one inch, as one of the most powerful men on the planet stared him down._

_Hiruzen looked at Naruto, then the Scroll, then Naruto again, before sighing. He moved in and removed the Scroll from Naruto's side and brought it over to the table. "Naruto... I know that you're lying about not wanting power, so stop there this instant. I am not as old as I am to be a fool." he said as he a small scathing glare that sent chills down Naruto's spine. "Plus I know that the whole endeavor was meant to achieve a means to an end for you. So, I will cut you loose on that part as you must have been looking for a way to pass with one of these Justu in the Scroll." as Hiruzen said this, Naruto almost sighed in relief, as he was wrong there. He wanted those Justu so he could leave this cursed village. "This situation concerning Mizuki though, I can believe. He is under watch for the possibility of killing a teammate to complete a mission. With this, that would appear to be the case." he sighed with a old and weary sigh, showing his true age. "I wish such arrogance of his never existed, but it does." he said as he looked into the air._

_He seemed in thought, and this made Naruto slightly nervous. He could be thinking more on why Naruto lied to him, or Mizuki and what to do with the obvious traitor. Then he looked at Naruto, before a gleam appeared in his eye. This almost made Naruto gulp. " So tonight I will kill two birds with one stone, so to speak. You will take the Scroll to the meeting point, and I will alert the village as I would if I found it gone. I will send Iruka after you to back you up. What your job to do is to fake the deal like you would have and take Mizuki out, by any means __necessary. This will promote you to Genin, and I will use this as your punishment. Do you understand?" he said, leaving the last part, although sounding like a question, was actually an order. Naruto nodded slowly, knowing the message in the sentence. _

_'Try this shit again, and it won't be pretty.' he thought. He knew that the Hokage said this, as there were 4 ANBU in the room, he just sensed now, as they let themselves be revealed as the Hokage entered, since they knew he would cover this. He knew that the Hokage knew what Naruto was really after, and although understanding of it, wouldn't allow it as it was illegal. Naruto knew the Sarutobi knew himself better than he did sometimes, and one such moment was now._

_"Yes Hokage-sama." said Naruto in a respectful tone of voice, knowing he almost was considered a traitor himself tonight. Never again would he allow this to happen. With that said, the Hokage threw the Scroll to Naruto with a nod. Naruto strapped it to his back, and moved out to do what he was tasked with._

_An hour later..._

_Naruto sat in a clearing, reading the last of the Shadow Clone Justu, Exploding Shadow Clone Justu, and Multi-Shadow Clone Justu. He knew all of the seals for all of them by heart, with the hour of practice. He now had his clones to use, with their ability to be solid, in stead of a illusion. He knew that is all the Hokage would allow him to see, as the rest of the Scroll was taught in place with a strong Chakra. He looked up from the now closed Scroll to see Iruka with sad eyes. He landed on the ground, and walked over to Naruto._

_"All I have to ask before Mizuki gets here is why Naruto?" asked the man. Naruto sighed, and knew that the man truly cared for him, as did the Hokage. He acknowledged this, but wouldn't allow them to get close, not after the life he had lived._

_'No one ever will.' he thought to himself with finality, sticking with the decision he made years before. "I did it to get stronger, so I don't have to be around these villagers or this village. I am sure you knew this before hand Iruka-sensei." said Naruto, being honest with the man. Iruka nodded slowly, right when Mizuki arrived. The Chunin narrowed his eyes at Iruka's presence, then looked to Naruto._

_"Naruto, give me the Scroll, your test is complete." said the Chunin with a extended hand. He would kill them both after this, as he couldn't leave any witnesses. Naruto's mask already on, looked with a confused face between the two Chunin._

_"Wait, then what is Iruka-sensei doing here then?" asked the masked Naruto, already knowing the answer, as well as Iruka, as they just played along. Mizuki narrowed his eyes, and was about to answer, when Iruka spoke._

_"Don't listen to him Naruto, he was just lying. He is really trying to steal the Scroll!" said Iruka, acting on queue. He looked over to Naruto with a sigh. 'Let us get this over with.' Naruto just continued to play dumb, as Mizuki threw some Kunai at Naruto, shocking the faking blonde, and causing the acting Iruka to block them all poorly for sole acting purposes. Naruto stared at Mizuki in horror as Iruka yelled to run. Mizuki then chuckled._

_"Why do you protect the demon anyways Iruka? So foolish.." said the white haired Chunin as he landed on the ground and walked to the scene. Naruto narrowed his eyes and so did Iruka, though for different reasons. Mizuki looked at Naruto, thinking he was still in complete control, and mistook Naruto narrowed eyes as questioning ones. "Hey Naruto, want to hear a secret? One that everyone else know except you." he said, making Naruto honestly widen his eyes, and he looked over Iruka to see a real alarmed face._

_"Don't Mizuki! No one is supposed to tell the younger generation, especially Naruto!" he almost yelled with worry, as he started to move quick to remove the Kunai pinning him to the shed wall. Mizuki laughed loud and hard._

_"You think I give a damn!" he exclaimed then looked at Naruto with a malicious look. "Here it is! You are the Kyuubi, the Nine Tailed Fox! No Bijuu can be destroyed, so the Yondaime did the next best thing, he sealed it inside of a child, and the child was you! HAHAHAHAHaahah!" He explained to Naruto with a cruel voice. This honestly shocked Naruto to the core, his eyes wide._

_'The Kyuubi is sealed within me? That is why everyone hate me?' he thought to himself as he looked to his stomach, knowing that there was a seal there, but not knowing what it was as he was never allowed into that part of the library. As he thought over this, Mizuki pulled out one of the two big Throwing Shuriken, and started to spin._

_"Now... DIE!" he yelled, Naruto still to stunned, and threw the Shuriken at the boy, going for the kill. Time seemed to slow down, as the Shuriken moved to Naruto, with Mizuki grinning madly, Iruka freeing himself and started to move to Naruto to block the blade, and Naruto himself staring at it with wide eyes. Then those eyes turned from starry azure to dark cerulean. This shocked the both of them, Mizuki as he didn't know, and Iruka realizing that Naruto was still acting the whole time. The eyes went from wide to calm, assessing the situation, and planning accordingly. Then he moved, and moved fast._

_ Chakra pumping though his pathways. His okay control allowing him to push of the grass, tearing up grass and dirt from the violent force. He zoomed off the ground, and speed underneath the Shuriken, only one hair being cut by the spinning blades. Mizuki was still in the throwing stance, so he couldn't recover in time as the saw the child come at him fast, fast as a high Chunin. Naruto's were the vision of death itself it seemed to Mizuki. They were so cold, so calm, so... acknowledging of his life. Just looking at him like another obstacle. The boy didn't pull out any weapon or even any fighting stance. The boy collided with the Chunin, and latched on. This only lasted a second, before both of the Chunin eyes widened, Iruka's in surprise and shock, and the other knowing he would die here._

_The "boy" was actually a clone, a clone that started to glow with white light, showing that it was a Exploding Clone. The next few seconds were silent, nothing moved except for the clone and Mizuki, no yell, no scream, nothing. None of the trees stirred at the area lit up. Nor the animals as the sound of a large explosion began, or even the bushes as the sound made itself known and caused everything in the area to shake with a ferocity. Then the light faded, with Iruka looking upon the scene with a grim look. Mizuki was in pieces, none of them recognizable as human parts. Blood was everywhere, as were some guts. Some smoke wisps from the middle of the radius._

_Iruka hears footsteps, and sees Naruto walk up calmly from behind, he eyes still the same cerulean. "That is for trying to kill me, bastard." he said calmly. Iruka looked at him and to the remains. Soon ANBU showed up with the Hokage, all their faces, visible and not, grim. The night ended with a few words and some field treatment. All who saw that scene realized just what Naruto would do if you tried to kill him._

* * *

><p>Now that he thought back to that moment, he looked at his stomach, where the seal resided, and to his own hands. He took his first life that day, and he felt neither sad, nor happy. He felt nothing really. 'Just another day in hell.' he thought coldly as he looked to the free moon, before it was covered by a cloud.<p> 
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**Forgotten Inheritance**

**Chapter 4: The Beginning of the Return Home Arc**

Naruto sat on the dock, still as the night around him, as he continued to stare at the place where to moon was covered by clouds. He then heard the light tap of feet, and the thud of wooden crutches coming up behind him. He knew it was Kakashi, though he still gave a slight glance back to his presence in respect, and turned back to the moon. Kakashi came up beside him, put the crutches down and sat down with a little difficulty, but nonetheless still sat next to his most interesting student. They sat there in silence, just starting into the sky and into the water respectively.

"What happened?" asked Kakashi calmly, as when he came downstairs, he heard the front screen door shut and the whole group around the dinner table looking confused. He had politely given his used bowl to Tsunami and headed out to talk to his student. He knew that it must have not been good if he came out here.

Naruto finally gave Kakashi a full look before sighing and looking back to the moon.

"Tazuna-san just was asking about our lives in Konoha, and I cannot really stay to hear about it." said Naruto in a simple voice. He was tired from all the events to day and really didn't want a pep talk at the moment.

"Hmm..." hummed Kakashi at the answer as he to then looked to the sky, wondering idly just what Naruto was looking at. He knew that Naruto's history with the Leaf wasn't perfect, or really good at all, so he could see his reaction. Kakashi thought back to those times he watched over him while in ANBU and as his teacher. He knew that Naruto was most likely going to be always estranged from the Leaf, that was no argument, but he was hopeful that he would at least find some people in his life to care about.

"You know, sometimes you will suffer things in life, and it will only seem that will be all that ever will happen to you, but then again, you will also see some of the brighter things in life as you learn to differ them from the dark." He said calmly, and saw Naruto slightly nod at the advice. Kakashi knew he would listen to anyone and everyone in his life, even the villagers, because he was human enough to respect others in that light, but that didn't mean he would listen to them.

"Well, it seems that might not be for me Kakashi-sensei, and I have just learned to live with it. Crying and being childish about my misfortune has long since left out the door of my mind." Naruto replied to Kakashi's advice, with Kakashi nodding at his response.

"I am sure that time will come along for you Naruto, it is just taking its time to get to you." Kakashi said, trying to lighten the mood of the conversation.

Naruto gave a dry chuckle at that. "Hmmhmhmhm, I don't know Kakashi. It really seems that life is like this for me for a reason. As to what, I might never know..." he said as he looked to the sky, seeing the moon. "Look Kakashi, I know you're just trying to help me out and all... but please don't try to. I lost the need for that a long time ago." Naruto stated as he stood and walked back to the house. Before he reached the end of the pier, he turned slightly to the Jonin. "See you in the morning sensei." He said, before walking up to the door, sliding it open, and stepping in, closing it behind him. Kakashi looked after where his student just went, before he sighed.

He looked to the sky as well seeing the moon, before it was covered again. He idly wondered what that was supposed to mean to him, before shaking his head.

* * *

><p>Naruto woke to the idle sound of small waves crashing into the beach that Tazuna's house was built upon. The main thing that woke him from his slumber was the light starting to stream through the window, and hitting his eyes. He sighed as he sat up and looked around, seeing the other bed roles in the room were already rolled up and put away. He nodded sightly to himself, as he got out of his own roll and stretched. He did all of the morning stretches, to loosen his muscles for the day ahead, before rolling up and putting his bed roll up as well. He went to the bathroom, preformed his daily routine, and then at the mirror after he had wiped away some of the steam from the shower.<p>

He never knew why his eyes changed color, as he stared at the dark cerulean, and watched as they turned bright azure as he put his mask on, then back to dark cerulean as he dropped it. Sometimes it fascinated him, and other times it was really strange as it made him wonder if he had a personality disorder of some sort, like from those books he was able to read when he was a Genin in the village at the Library. Ever since he had turned Genin, he had been going to the Library every time he had a chance, before and after training. The librarian couldn't deny him now that he was a Shinobi, and he treasured that. His knowledge addiction was being sated somewhat now because of that, but there was always something more, he could feel it in the back of his head.

'Am I insane?' Naruto queried mentally to himself, before shaking his head and putting a towel around his waist, after drying his hair. He walked back into their room, and went to his bag, but as he went to open it for his items, he stopped as he noticed something was amiss about it. One of the edges on the main flap for the main area of the compact, square, green backpack was tucked in. He didn't do that as it causes water damage to the contents if it rained. He picked it up as he sighed.

"Sasuke Sasuke Sasuke... you are really starting to annoy me." he muttered to himself as he still got out his items and put on the usual orange eye sore. He tied his headband around his head, tying the knot tightly. He put on his shoes, making them tight and fit. After that, he put on all his Kunai and Shinobi pouches, making sure everything was in place. After he was done with orienting himself with his usual attire, stretching and testing so none of it impeded his movement, he turned back to his backpack. He pulled out some paper and ink, and wrote intricate symbols and marking on the paper. In his free time he had been practicing seals, Fuinjustu, where he could so he could make his own storage area. It was also because he hated carrying around things like his back pack. After he wrote everything needed on the paper, he put his backpack on the circle array in the center.

Going through on hand seal, the Ram seal so he could gather Chakra, he placed it on the paper, muttering "Seal" as he did so, and causing a white cloud to appear out of nowhere. As it dissipated, the circle array was clear of the backpack, but in the center a Kanji standing for Seal was there now. Smiling at his success, he folded up the paper and put it in one of his jacket pockets. 'Now you won't be going through my stuff anymore Sasuke.'

He walked out of their room, and into the hall, closing the sliding door behind him. He then calmly breathed in and out, his eyes again changing back to their bright azure instead of his true color, the dark cerulean. His mask now in place, he nodded to himself and walked down the hall and descended down the stairs from the second floor to the first. When he came into the main room, he could see his teammates, Tazuna, Tsunami, and the boy. Tazuna was idly drinking tea, as he read his a book from his personal collection. Tsunami was drinking tea as well, but seemed to be in thought though, judging by her closed eyes. He wondered slightly why, but didn't think further from there. The boy was still in his dark mood, and Naruto didn't even bother with that.

Then he looked to his teammates, seeing Sakura still staring after Sasuke, and said person watching him intently. Kakashi was simply reading from his orange smut, with his wooden crutches leaning against the table. He then looked up from his book as he felt the vibrations in the floor from Naruto's gait. Nodding to Naruto a good morning, Naruto doing the same to his sensei. Tsunami seemed to sense Naruto as well judging by how her eyes opened. She smiled as he nodded to her a good morning.

"Go ahead and sit down sweetie. I'll go get your breakfast." she said as she stood from the table and went to the kitchen. Naruto took his place at the table, sitting next Tazuna and across from the boy. He sighed as he smelled the aroma in the atmosphere. Tsunami was truly a great cook. She came back in with a bowl full of soup, and placed it in front of Naruto, along with a spoon and napkin.

"Thanks Tsunami-san!" Naruto said, although keeping up his mask, he truly meant it. She smiled and nodded as she sat down again, sipping on her tea some more. Kakashi then closed his book quietly, putting it away in his Shinobi pouch.

"Well, this is the plan for today. I will be taking you guys to the forest to learn the next lesson up for Chakra Control. I assume you all have had training in the Leaf Holding exercise?" Kakashi asked calmly, Sasuke and Sakura nodding because they taught to them in the Academy for the three Justu they needed to learn to pass. Naruto only nodded because he had to teach himself from the ground up, with help from Iruka sensei of course. Kakashi nodded at that and then continued, "Well that is good. This exercise will be similar to that, just different in performance and method." As he finished, he began to stand, as did Sasuke and Sakura. Naruto had just finished his soup and was about to stand to take it to the sink, when Tsunami snatched it from his area. He rose an eyebrow, as he looked at her.

Tsunami smiled. "You go on Naruto. You have to not only protect me, but my father and my son as well. So you will all the time you need, right?" said Tsunami as she again stood and went to the kitchen. Naruto nodded slightly at that, but mostly out of kindness and respect. He was so used to being alone in his apartment and doing everything himself, he forgot sometimes that the guest is not supposed to do the dishes, only the host, as those were the correct manners. With that done, the team walked the front door, Sasuke opening it and letting Kakashi, Sakura, and Naruto through. Naruto glanced at Sasuke as he followed behind Sakura and Kakashi, seeing the boy stare at him intently.

'Great! Just what I need. Another set of eyes watching me.' Naruto thought as Sasuke closed the sliding door behind them and followed the group as it went down the trail that led into the forest. They walked among all of the trees, stopping every now and then as Kakashi seemed to stare at one or two trees with a appraising eye, before he would shake his head and move on. Within a few minutes, the group was getting bored. Sasuke was looking impatient, Sakura having the same mood as her crush so she would look cool to her Sasuke-kun, and Naruto looking indifferent, but internally wondering what their sensei was going to teach them.

Just as it looked like Sakura was about to go on a rant from the trip, they stopped in a small little knoll among the forest, the green giving away with its golden edge as leaves committed their photosynthesis to keep the plant alive, and the rich blue sky showing itself, with a few clouds acting like ships sailing along the ocean of endless blue. Naruto seemed to be the only one who was admiring their surroundings, and noticed that he was the only one who did that really.

'I just chalk it up with my hunger for knowledge.' He thought internally as he lowered his head to turn to Kakashi who had turned around and was now looking upon them with an eye smile. He did that as no one could see his facial expressions because of the blue mask he always wore, so the only real way to tell what mood he was in was by his eye movement, in this case, his eye was shaped up in a "u" signaling he was smiling.

"Today my students, we will learn the Tree Climbing exercise!" He stated in a mildly excited tone. When there was no response of any sort, he opened his eye wondering why that was, and when he did, he sweat dropped. All of his students, even Naruto, were looking at him like he had grown a second head. Then Sakura calmly raised her hand. He nodded telling to speak.

"Um, sensei... I think we all learned to do that as kids?" She queried, a little confused how climbing a tree was helpful to Chakra Control. She also seemed to satisfy her teammates own question as well as they nodded to in wonder. Kakashi sighed a heavy sigh.

"So I am assuming that they never even told you about this in class... did they?" he asked, almost wishing one of them would say they did. 'Man, has the education level gone so low since my time.' He thought to himself, but he had to understand, as when he went to the Academy, Konoha was at war in the Third Great Shinobi War. He saw all of his students nodded in agreement, almost wanting to make him cry, almost.

"Well then I supposed I'll have to show you three how it works. Now watch carefully." He said as he brought his hands together in a Ram seal, the same on Naruto had used this morning. "First I gather Chakra, and then direct it to my feet." He explained as he release the seal and walked over to a tree. He looked up the length of the giant piece of life, then placed one foot on the stump. All of his students had single concise thought in that moment. 'He is going to fall over.' they all thought as he seemed to brace himself and push on the foot. Then they were all baffled as he stayed on the tree and moved his other foot onto the tree and slowly moved up to the whole of the tree.

When he reached the nearest branch, he moved along it and hung from the underside of the branch. He eye turned to them with a knowing look at their confusion. "You see. This exercise is to strengthen the users Chakra Control and furthermore increase the versatility of the user now since they can climb up walls, trees, or any vertical surface. This is one of the most important lessons and Shinobi or Kunoichi could learn. Now you three try." Kakashi said as he tossed three Kunai into the ground before each of their feet. They nodded and looked up to each of the trees in front of them. Sasuke was the first to try, focusing Chakra into the soles of his feet, and then rushing the tree.

What happened next made Kakashi shake his head, as when Sasuke hit the tree with his feet, he was launched back as the bark exploded from Chakra. When he landed, little off balance, he glared at Kakashi, who just eye smiled.

"I said that is an important lesson, not an easy one Sasuke." Kakashi remarked, making the Uchiha glared at him more.

"Hey guys! This isn't so bad!" exclaimed Sakura's voice as she waved her hand at them from the first branch of her own tree. Kakashi eye smiled at how the Kunoichi of their team was the first.

'That is normal though, as a Kunoichi has smaller Chakra Reserves, thus more control over their Chakra.' Kakashi thought to himself. As this happened, Sasuke turned into his usual bad mood, and rushed the tree again over and over, refining a little each time. Sakura felt bad then as she thought she upset her crush. Naruto observed the whole scene with a calculative eye, his mask temporarily down as he studied Sakura's walk up the tree when she did, seeing that she used a very minute amount of Chakra. Then he turned to Sasuke, seeing how his other teammate was applying to much Chakra, thus causing him to launch off the tree.

As he studied all of these factors and thought it through in his head, Kakashi was studying him. He knew that Naruto was smart, and he saw that intelligence at work right before his eyes. It honestly scared him sometimes, as he always assessed and then proceeded to do the plan he thought up.

'Systematic in nature, but effective in reality. He will be very deadly when he grows up.' Kakashi thought to himself as Naruto closed his eyes and brought his hands up into a Ram seal, almost exactly identical to what Kakashi was able to do. This made the Jonin raise his eyebrows in confusion. Any Genin coming out of the Academy knew all of the seals, but they weren't combat refined hand seals, just the basic form. Naruto's was almost combat refined, and that meant he practiced his hand seals to an extreme. 'Interesting'

Naruto went within himself and found the Chakra his body produced, as well as the Kyuubi's Chakra sealed in his stomach, since it was connected to his Chakra network. He focused only on his own Chakra though, not wanting to use its Chakra, as even he didn't know what would happen. When he focused and channeled his Chakra to his feet, he saw how much of an amount it was. He narrowed his eyes and dissipated his Chakra again, getting a smaller amount, but still to much. He continued to do so, with Kakashi nodding in approval, until he reached a small amount.

'Okay, lets see how it goes.' He thought, as he walked up to the tree and put his right foot on the tree length. He calmly breathed in, feeling the Chakra go into the tree, and latch on. When he felt anchored to the tree, he moved his other foot up, and then felt the first one started to lose grip. He compensated the other foot to stay on more with more Chakra, and could feel the Chakra vibrating on the tree, almost ready to explode. He narrowed his eyes as he stood there in the same place for over ten minutes, trying to keep his feet to the tree and finding the right amount of Chakra.

Kakashi and Sakura watched as he did this, Kakashi with a eye smile, and Sakura with a confused face, as she never suspected Naruto could do something like that. 'I thought he was the dead last, and here he is, beating Sasuke-kun?' she thought, before an angry complexion overtook her face.

"Naruto! Stop cheating!" She yelled, making Sasuke look over to the blonde, and Kakashi glare at Sakura. Naruto still was on the tree, his concentration never broken as he mastered it a few minutes ago, now he was just getting situated to the inverted feeling and how much Chakra was needed, like muscle memory. He opened his eyes and looked at her, his eyes were still their dark cerulean, as he hadn't replaced his mask, and he really was annoyed by here at that point anyways.

"Sakura..." He said in a calm, but cold voice, shocking both Sakura and Sasuke, while Kakashi looked on in pity, knowing full well what about to happen. "Would you please refrain from taking your voice to unnecessary decibels, as I am trying to concentrate. Also, as a side note, it is not cheating, it is called learning, using all available resources at my disposal." He said in such a cold, scathing tone, that is shocked Sakura to the core, and Sasuke looked at his teammate in a new light. He saw how his eyes were that same color when they had fought Zabuza, and it made him wonder.

Sakura looked on in shock, expecting Naruto to be kind to her, or whine he wasn't cheating, or even ask her out on a date because he was doing so well. She didn't expect the response that Naruto gave her, and it shocked her. 'I thought he was an idiot, not even the Naruto I knew would say that.' she thought, as though it was well worded, she knew he was insulting her. As that happened, Kakashi sighed, and looked to Sakura.

"Sakura, seeing as how well you have mastered it, would you go please follow Tazuna to the bridge and watch over him." he said, though the way he put it was an order. Sakura looked to him, still shocked, and nodded, before walking down the tree and going to the house, still disturbed. Naruto watched her leave, before humming, and closed his eyes again, concentrating. Sasuke watched and then looked to Naruto, seeing him still there, not even moving an inch to say he was sorry. It honestly shocked him, as he had never seen Naruto do that to Sakura. He had only ever seen his teammate be beaten and then chase after the Kunoichi like a puppy on the street.

'Is this what he has been hiding the whole time? Is that his true self?' He wondered, before shaking his head. He had to finish the lesson now, as both of his teammates were ahead of him now, and that is not what he wanted, as he had to be strong enough to kill Itachi. He focused again and rushed the tree as normal. This continued until late in the night, with Sasuke panting as he looked at the tree with a grin. He had made it up halfway. Naruto looked at Sasuke's progress with a nod, before he looked at his own. Kunai marks went all the way to the top, and he could run up and down the tree now. Kakashi was on the ground behind them, looking up from his book to both of their progress.

"Alright guys, pack it up and lets go get some dinner." said Kakashi as he stood up after putting his book away, then put the crutches under his shoulders. His students looked at him and nodded. Putting their Kunai away and moving to walk behind the Jonin. As they walked through the forest, Kakashi turned his head slightly to Naruto. "Naruto..."

Naruto looked up to Kakashi as he addressed him, and seeing that he had the boy's attention he continued. "What you said to Sakura, although true, was not the right way to say it. When we get back, I want you to apologize to her, and she will apologize to you for you trying to master the technique. Also, since you have completed the exercise, you will be going with Sakura and Tazuna to the bridge to help defend him. That is an order." Kakashi said, knowing full well that Naruto wasn't going to like that, as why he said it was an order. Although he could understand why Naruto said what he did, it was also not right as a teammate to say that. So he was making that he punishment, and hopefully he would learn from it.

Naruto nodded stiffly to Kakashi, who nodded in return, and then faced forward again. Sasuke looked to his right slightly to see Naruto with a dark look in his eyes. It still shocked Sasuke that this side of Naruto existed, and made him wonder who was the real one, as one was a goof, yet strong willed, and the other was cold, calculating, and highly more intelligent than the goof.

'Whatever he is hiding, I will find out, as he is strong, stronger than me possibly.' Sasuke thought to himself, before shaking his head slightly. 'No, only Uchihas are as strong as Uchihas.' Still though, as he looked at his teammate, he needed to know how strong he was.

Sasuke was not unnoticed, as Naruto was looking away, but he knew that the Uchiha was staring him down. He was annoyed enough already today, and he didn't need the arrogant prick to stuffing his pride in his business.

'You are really going to piss me off one day Sasuke, and when that day comes, you better be ready to fight for your life, as I will be coming for it.' Naruto, before internally sighing, as he thought of the present and how he not only had to apologize to Sakura, but work will her tomorrow on the bridge. Both together were going to be a bitch. 'Damn you Kakashi, damn you' He thought bitterly.

They walked down the path silently, and approached the house after breaking the forest tree line. As they walked up to the house, they could he talking inside. Sasuke opened the door, letting them pass through, and slid it closed when he entered after them. They walked into the main room, seeing them all looking at them with a small smile, except for the boy, who was being gloomy as usual.

"You made it just in time, as dinner is almost ready." notified Tsunami, as she stood to go check on said dinner. They all nodded, with Naruto and Sasuke going upstairs to freshen up. As they entered the room, Sasuke spoke.

"So, I thought you were Sakura's admirer?" queried the Uchiha, and saw Naruto sag his shoulders. He wondered if he did regret what he said, and really still loved her. Then Naruto turned to him, Sasuke seeing the same dark cerulean. 'So he does have different eye colors.'

Naruto regarded Sasuke for a moment, before sighing and turning around to his area of the room. "Trust me Sasuke, I care about her as much as you." Naruto said, giving a little ground to the Uchiha, to satisfy his need to be better than Naruto. Sasuke's eyebrows rose at that and decided to capitalize on that crack, carefully though.

"So you are smarter than you make yourself appear?" said Sasuke, seeing how Naruto was going to react to that. He saw Naruto stiffen, and turn to him, but saw that his eyes were back to the regular bright azure.

"So you are finally admitting that I am better teme?" said Naruto, with his cocky grin. Sasuke almost blew up right there and then, but knew that if he was going to get that Naruto to come forward, he was going to have to be serious, thus he kept his face neutral. He saw how Naruto seemed to study him for a second.

"No, what I am asking is why are you hiding who you really are?" asked Sasuke and saw Naruto's eyes darken and almost turned deadly. He stood his ground though. Naruto seemed to analyze ever single thing about him in that moment, and it gave a chill to his spine, and he didn't show that either, as he wanted to get to the bottom of this.

Naruto was thinking a mile a minute, going fast through his thoughts, thinking of multiple ways he could get rid of the boy who stood in front of him, how he could end his life and get away with it. Just as he was about to say something, Sasuke spoke again.

"I do not care if is something you are hiding Naruto. What I want to is for you at least to respect me, and in turn... I will be honest with you." he offered, and saw Naruto chuckle.

"What makes you think I am going to respect you?" said Naruto, honestly interested how his teammate was going to pull off this one.

"Because... I know no one else in the village does." He said, and saw Naruto's eye seemed frozen for a moment. He knew he was in, now he had to strike it home. "All I ask is that you don't hide from me, and treat me as an equal, and I will do the same. No need for pasts or cooperation, just respect as fellow teammates and rivals."

He stood still, unwavering, as he knew it all or nothing at this point. He wasn't stupid, as he saw the glares, and hateful looks directed at Naruto in the village. He thought that it might of been because of his pranks, but now he could see it was something far more. He could see that Naruto hid himself from the village for a reason, and he would probably find that out in time, but for now, he at least wanted his rival to be open to him. He saw Naruto look him over again, this time in a new light.

Naruto internally thought about it. He knew the boy was an outcast of his own accord, but also since he was the last Uchiha. He treated everyone else with a cold shoulder because they all felt pity to him and he didn't like the pity, interpreting it to be that they were sorry that it happened and they thought they knew how he felt. So, in a way, he could see why the boy was trying to get close to him, as he was a fellow outcast by the village, and try to use him as a means to get stronger. He wondered why he was so interested now than he was before.

'Hmm, this is hard to think about. Well lets try this...' Naruto held out his hand, and just as Sasuke was about to shake it, Naruto spoke. "I am willing to let you see the real me as long as you don't try to pry my past or steal my moves, as I know you will get the Sharingan when you grow older. As such, my moves are my own and if you break that, then you won't receive any help from me... understand?" he added to the deal. Sasuke seemed to think about the terms of the agreement. Naruto thought that this would get him off of his back for now, which was good as he wanted to be left alone for this whole mission as it was already pushing his limits.

Sasuke seemed to conflict with himself a little more. Before nodding, not letting his eyes removed themselves from Naruto's gaze, as that would break the deal presented. They both shook hands in agreement, and then Naruto spoke.

"I am pleased to meet you Sasuke Uchiha. I am Naruto Uzumaki, Pariah of Konoha." Said Naruto, making this a test to see if he was still going to be arrogant, or actually honor the agreement. Sasuke nodded at the title, and in return met him.

"I am pleased to meet you Naruto Uzumaki. I am Sasuke Uchiha, last loyal Uchiha, and fellow outcast of Konoha." he said in a calm, not arrogant or uptight tone, but a respectful and equal tone. Naruto nodded in approval.

"Well, let us finish up here before Sakura comes up here thinking that I am beating you up or annoying you or something that will give her reason to hit me." stated Naruto with a friendly chuckle, and Sasuke chuckling in return. Sasuke knew that Naruto wasn't going to be friends with him right off the bat, he was only going to treat him as a rival, which in Sasuke's mind was what he was looking for since they were team 7. They both washed their hands, and went downstairs to meet the rest of them.

Kakashi watched as Sasuke and Naruto came down the stairs, seeing how Naruto wasn't stiff or being cautious around Sasuke. That meant they had an agreement of some sort, and he suspected it was Sasuke who initiated the interaction as Naruto wouldn't open up to anyone at all. Whatever it was, he hoped it bring about a better relationship in the team dynamics.

Naruto and Sasuke sat down as Tsunami came back with the dinner, setting each persons bowl in front of them. The team and Tazuna muttered a "Thank you" before digging in, with the boy being moody as usual. Naruto took a glance at the boy at this, before losing interest, and starting to eat his soup. Then as they all talked about how their day went, only Naruto and the boy were quiet, eating. It was only when Sakura bragged to the family on how she was the first to master the technique, that the boy decided to make himself know.

The boy slammed his fist on the table, causing all their bowls to shake, and Naruto's and his to spill a little. Everyone sat frozen as the boy leveled a glare on all of them. Naruto calmly opened his eyes, and stared at the boy, as his meal was disturbed.

"WHY! Why do you all even try when Gato will kill you all anyways?" the boy exclaimed, and caused both Sasuke and Sakura to look on in a little shock, Kakashi still have a neutral face, Tazuna have one of pity, and Tsunami have one of slight anger. Only Naruto seemed to look at him with an inquisitive look.

"Inari!" Tsunami scolded her son for being rude to the very Shinobi looking out for their lives. Inari then leveled his gaze on his own mother.

"What! It is true. He killed dad, and he'll kill all of them and us the same!" Retorted Inari, and just as Tsunami was about to reprimand her son, Naruto spoke.

"What makes you think we aren't that strong?" asked Naruto, with his face calm, and his stature that of dealing with a brat. This seemed to piss Inari off even more.

"What makes you think you know anything about strength. My father was strong, and Gato beat him down! What make you think you know anything about suffering!" retorted Inari to the Genin, and then the room went very, very cold. Naruto opened his eyes and leveled a gaze on Inari so powerful, all of the color left the boy's face. This stayed like that, until Naruto then replied.

"Boy, you have not a damned clue on suffering!" He said with such a scalding tone, that Inari looked like he burned just by hearing it. "Go cry your tears somewhere else, because you at least still have a family to cry to!" With that said, Naruto stood up abruptly from the table, and stiffly walked out the front door, almost sliding it closed with a crack. Everyone sat still in shock, even the boy, before he cried and ran up the stairs. Kakashi had a really sad look in his eyes. Sasuke looked at the front door, wondering just what made him do that, as did Sakura. Tazuna sighed, before he looked to the team.

"I am sorry about that. He hasn't been the same since Kaiza was killed by Gato. It truly killed his resolve." apologized Tazuna, with Kakashi nodding in understanding.

"I understand Tazuna." he said and then turned to his students, who were looking to him as to why Naruto reacted like that. "I will not tell you unless he chooses to tell you himself, as it is his past, not mine." Both Sasuke and Sakura nodded, the latter with more of a confused face than the former. Kakashi nodded, and then turned back to Tazuna. "Who is Kaiza?"

Tazuna sighed, and looked to a picture on the wall, that had Inari, Tsunami, and him. The thing wrong with the picture was a piece was torn from it, the top right corner to be exact. As he looked at that picture, he told the story.

"Kaiza was a man who came into our family, teaching Inari like a father after his actual one had died. He loved my daughter and I loved him just as much as a son. Then Gato came..." As he said that, his happy mood darkened to a somber one. "Kaiza fought against his rule for some time, until he was finally captured. They hung him up like a crucified person in the middle of town, a fence surrounding them. The committed a public execution in the middle of the village, and all poor Inari could do was watch as they murdered Kaiza. He lost all hope after that..." He sighed and he looked at them. "Kaiza was the spirit of the village, our hero, and when Gato cut him down, the rest of the village lost hope, all of us except me. I continue Kaiza's dream of a free Wave through this bridge I am building. I won't stop until it's completed, or Gato kills me. That is why I called you hear to help me, to at least give me time to finish my bridge." Tazuna had a very somber face as he said that.

"Dad..." whispered Tsunami as she hugged her father, not wanting that to happen to him. Kakashi looked upon the scene with a sad mood, as well as Sasuke and Sakura.

What they didn't know was that Naruto heard the whole thing from outside, as he was leaning against the building near the door when he went outside. His eyes were closed as he thought over what Tazuna had said, and sighed.

'More people dead for a dead ideal.' Naruto thought as he looked to the sky, walked off into the forest, and into the night. As he traveled down the path that they used earlier that day, he thought over what that Kaiza man must have been when he was alive. 'A man of strength, virtue, and honesty. All weak in the face of evil like Gato. If only evil like that didn't exist. Oh well, he fought the hell that came to him as I am fighting mine.'

He continued aimlessly walking, just thinking on how they would make it out of this situation they were in. As he was thinking of battle plans, and strategies on how to deal with Zabuza, Hunter-san, and Gato, he approached a rock formation. Naruto stopped all of his thinking, and looked at the structure. His eyes narrowed as he studied the surfaces and cracks in the formation.

'Such a formation isn't possible, unless it was next to the coast, and this is way to far inland. Even if the shores were here years ago, there should have been signs of weathering from inland erosion.' he thought with a slight alertness as he pulled out a Kunai. It could be where Hunter-san and Zabuza are or could it be where Gato is hiding his base of operations, he didn't know. All he knew as that it was out of place, and he was going to find out why. He approached the structure with cautious steps, as he scanned the area around him for enemies. He knew he should go to Kakashi to warn him of it, but he didn't know if it was a hidden base or not, so he was going to find out first.

When he reached the rock, he nodded to himself, seeing that the water weathering and texture of the rock was that akin to the shores of Wave. Confirming this, he moved around the rock, trying to find a secret entrance or hand hold that led into the rock. He scoured every inch of the surface, every nook and cranny, finding nothing. He put his Kunai away, his face confused as to how the rock was here as he looked up to the open canopy above.

'There should be some sort of rain or wind weathering on this stone, and yet all that is visible is shore weathering. Strange.' He thought idly, before he narrowed his eyes as he leaned in on a part of the rock. It had a arch like crack, almost a perfect arch in the shaped of an arrow tip, almost to perfect for natural causes. He scanned the whole area of the arch, looking for something, anything that would give it away. As he was about to give up, he stopped as in the very center, under a slight indent in the rock, acting as a rain cover, and shadowing the symbol so it was almost not shown, was a very strange crack.

His eyebrow rose, as is was almost like a Fuin symbol for Fuinjustu, Ninja Art of Seals, as the symbol was symmetric in nature. It was a band that wrapped around a center circle, a perfect circle, with the top of the band being thin near the top of the circle, and grew thicker as it went down and around the circle, until it reached the bottom, where at the thickest part, it was divided and cut apart, leaving the band almost connected together. It was very strange, as he had never seen a Fuinjustu like this before, and it made him even more suspicious, as that could be this was the entrance the base.

"Now all I have to do is figure out what it does..." he muttered to himself as he thought through all of the lessons in books and his own personal thoughts on Fuinjustu to see if he saw it before, or at least what its purpose might be. He studied it for awhile, and then came to no conclusion, as if it was supposed to be for a seal, it didn't seem to fit within the perimeters of Fuinjustu, since it used thin and fluid symbols to focus and gather Chakra to do a certain task, such as sealing something. This symbol was big and centered around a single point, almost as if it were focusing its power source into one area, which just didn't fit with Fuinjustu as it was centered, not allowing branching out to transfer Chakra along a chain or Seal Chain to do a task.

'This is confusing.' Naruto thought with a sigh, as it wasn't natural occurrence, nor was it Fuinjustu, so it was something not know to the world. As he thought that he rubbed his temples as he was having a splitting headache now as his mind was acting that it knew what it was, but couldn't quite put his finger on it, like forgetting something and trying to remember, with it just being right there. 'Wait... finger.' Naruto thought with slightly widened eyes, as he thought about it.

'If is a type of Fuinjustu that I don't know of, possibly from a ancient era, then it should still accept Chakra right?' He wondered, before shrugging and decided it is better than nothing and slowly, cautiously, with as much care as he possibly could, placed his thumb on the symbol. He waited for five seconds, and sighed as he was about to remove his hand, he felt something prick it. Pulling his hand away as fast as he could, he looked at the rock with narrowed eyes, then at his finger as he saw a clear puncture wound, small, almost the size of a needle. He looked back at the symbol, his eyes wide, as he saw a clear needle coming out of the symbol, with a drop of blood on it, before the blood disappeared into the needle, and the needle retraced into the symbol.

He stared in awe, before shaking his head at the event, and pulled out a Kunai thinking he might of set off a trap. He stood there for what seemed like hours, not moving a single millimeter, as he waited to see what would happen. After it seemed nothing was going to occur, he slowly got out of the basic stance for defensive fighting that the Academy taught him, and put the Kunai away. Just as he was about to start to turn around to go let Kakashi know what he had discovered, he heard a large crack, like a joint that hadn't been moved in years finally active again.

He looked at the supposed doorway to see that that arch like crack at the top had opened up. His eyes had a confused expression, before they widened as he saw the rock face underneath the arch slowly start to sink into the ground, all the way until it was into the a small trench it resided in. When he walked up to the now revealed doorway, he was shocked to see that the stone door was only about 2 cm thick, meaning it could have easily been over a couple of tons, and it slid so easily.

After coming to terms with that marvel, he examined the doorway to see that the material, although dark because of the night time, was a shiny grey metal, that seemed to shift the light as you looked at it. He was honestly curious as to what it was made of, as he had never see nor heard of a metal with such properties as it seemed not the shift reflect, but adsorb the light and bend it with in, much akin to a gem. As he stared at the material, mentally remembering it's properties, he saw channels running through the metal, which made him wonder why, although again, it felt so familiar to him.

He was answered as a blue light then filled the black space that was the doorway, going all around and above the doorway from the inside. After that happened that, it went down those channels in the metal, flowing down them and revealing to Naruto that it was a doorway that led down stairs. He looked down the stairs to see that the light was still traveling, in fact it had stopped, as if it was waiting for him. That made him alert at the thought that someone might be watching him. He continued to look around before something deep within him, deeper than the Kyuubi, or even instinct itself, told him to move forward. This also was in tandem with the headache that seemed to increase with the beckoning.

He held his head, slightly hissing in pain, as it increased, then receded. He then looked down the hallway, and then back to the forest, in the direction of the house. He seemed conflicted, before turning to the stairway. One thought ran through his head as he stepped down onto the first step.

'I have a feeling that this is older than even the Shinobi world itself'

* * *

><p>In a dark area, where not even anything was visible, a small purple light emerged. It was spherical and had a window like appearance, with the same exact symbol that was on the door that Naruto entered. The light was strange though, as it seemed only centered on the middle, where the sphere was, and then it moved to the left and then to the right, showing it was a light within the window. Then the light went to the right, with the window, and then a whole body revealed itself. It was an orb like structure, with two layers to it. The outside layer was that of a basket shape, the top presumably the top of the figure, was open with two rails made of the same metal going around and down behind the inner layer, with two more rails going across the two vertical rails, one at the top of the inner layer, and then one at the bottom of the inner layer.<p>

The front was revealed to be that of a plate that was held as one single piece with outside layer. The window was in the middle, with the same lines filled with purple light going around the window and actually throughout the whole outside layer. Some of them were whole lines and other divided into sections. The plate's top had a slight dip in the center, making it look like a really shallow "u". The same with the very bottom, though it actually went lightly under the inner layer. The inner layer was a metal orb the seemed to actually float within the outer layer. Pairs of lines in the same purple light were on the top, bottom, and sides of the figure. The back was an open port that had one upward curve and one bottom curve at the top and bottom. Inside the port was the same light, and actually seemed to bend some sort of field around the edges, signaling that it was the cause of the floating. The side were open as well, showing the complete orb, and how the outer layer was like a circle basket.

The strangest part was the the same distortion from the back port was happening at the sides as well, showing that is how it moved from side to side. It moved with calculation and fluidity, like the very air around it wasn't even there. As seemed to move around the room it was in, looking for something with a hurried movement. It approached a panel of key that were like a keyboard in angle. Above that was a screen that lit up to show a complex. All over the complex there was activity, and it seemed by the way the figure's light was moving rapidly back and forth, back in forth, studying the screen, that it was worried. Then that stopped, as a report came on screen.

The whole room seemed to freeze as well as the orb like figure. The light which was now assumed to be a eye, seemed to move very little, as it read through the report. It stayed like that, reading it over and over, like it couldn't believe it. Then a slow hum emitted from orb.

"Impossible, and yet it is here before me. Not a Reclaimer, although some of that DNA is present,... but a Creator."


	5. Chapter 5

**Forgotten Inheritance**

**Chapter 5: Beginning of the Return Home Arc**

Naruto looked back with an alarmed look as he stepped down onto the second step, as the door that he entered slid shut, just as quietly as before. The strangest thing is that it shut in an instant, instead of the the slow opening it did when he activated it somehow. That also left him trapped in the... whatever he was in.

"Fuck." He muttered, as he sighed and turn back around to see the trail of lights in the channels still frozen there, not moving and waiting for him. He found it quite odd really how a metal can hold and manipulate light to such a point. 'I should have gotten Kakashi. Well, no way out of here except down.' Naruto thought to himself as he resigned to his situation. He then stepped down onto the third step, and stopped, one eyebrow rising. The light in the channels moved as he did.

That kinda worried him a bit, before shaking it off. He pulled out two Kunai, one in either hand, and advanced down the stairs. That continued for the next fifty steps, one as careful as the last. His eyes watching with a heightened alertness, scanning and analyzing the walls with precision, looking for any traps or triggers. As he approached the final step onto a flat floor, he idly wondered just how far he was underground. He looked to the left and to the right, wondering which way to go. He looked back to the light that was frozen, not giving any hint as to which way to go.

"Great." he sighed and just as he was about to go in left, the whole hallway lit up. He could see light channels and intricate designs in the metal, along the walls, floors, ceilings, and just about anywhere there was a flat surface. The hallway was maybe 2 a half meters tall and about 1 meter and a half wide. It had a very similar shape to a house, with a rectangular body and a very narrow roof that was triangle shaped. The the very top was a thick light channel with intricate designs, giving off the most light in he hallway. After settling his racing heart from the sudden change, he noticed that the light from the stairway moved into the light channels in the hallway. Then the right hallway started to have blinking light trails in the channels, as the lights dimmed and brightened giving him a signal that he was to follow that way.

He looked down the left path and with a very curious look, could see a door of some sort. It had the same house like shape as the hallway, but was almost 2 meters tall. It was half a meter wide, and was shaped very similar to a arrow head. The only problem was that the tip was missing and was flat with a light that was white, sitting where the tip would be. It composed of three parts, which was strange to him, but because of the front door he entered, he wasn't really surprised as he suspected that this was just the beginning.

The first part was similar to a buckle, as it had a thin rectangular shape that was vertical with the floor of the hallway. A smaller rectangle that was in the middle of the bigger rectangle, which extended to the hoop like mechanism, completed the shape. Inside the hoop like area was a panel of sorts. It was almost like a half circle, but it had a slightly over extended end that fitted with a window. The window was most of the interior space of the buckle piece, enough so that you could see another human, head to torso, through it.

The last two parts were symmetrical, and facing opposite of each other, separated mostly by the buckle mechanism, as the buckle seemed to hold the other two in place. The pieces were like a bayonet, with the whole bayonet area thicker width wise it you looking at it sideways. These also had two windows, but you could only see a lock mechanism, probably connected to the buckle piece, through them. They also had two lights, one on either piece, slightly below the panel and were a trapezoid with a flat end facing outwards from the panel.

All in all, to Naruto, with a limited knowledge of physics and mechanics, it looked very advanced. He walked up the the door, noticing that the panel and lights were a red color instead of the blue around him. He, like before, looked around for a similar symbol that allowed him into this place, and after searching for a moment, couldn't find anything. He sighed and then looked to the center of the door, mainly the panel. He knelt down slightly to examine it, to see if maybe the symbol was there, and when seeing nothing, shook his head. After being sure there was no going that way, he turned around and cautiously went down the way he was being led.

When he reached a corner, noticing that the overall architecture was very geometric, he glanced around it with a cautious eye, noticing that it was a very short hallway, maybe 2 meters, with another door, this one with blue lights that blinked at him, in the same fashion of when he first stepped on the floor. He glanced around, seeing nothing obvious or possibly a trap, he walked from behind the corner and up to the door. He again examined this door, to see if that same symbol was there, and again, seeing it was the same as the last door, he almost grumbled if his hand didn't brush up on the panel.

The door lights blinked rapidly, and then he heard from the middle of the door stepping back, Kunai up, a clicking and hissing sound. Then, in the side windows, he saw the locks moving back, on after the other, until the locks themselves were visible. Then the most amazing thing, in Naruto's mind, happened. The buckle piece moved upward into the frame that the door was in, and the sides moved at a diagonal direction into the frame. All of this happened with a sound akin to that of air shifting and parts of machines moving.

He stared into the next room. It contained a long hallway, with all along the sides and at the end doors. All of them were red, as he walked forward and looked into the room. He stood at the threshold of the now open door, and then looked at where the pieces of the door went into. His eyes widened, as all he could see was the same metal, not even a small trench or anything to indicate that the door was there. After settling down at the revelation, and strangely how his mind felt that was normal somehow, he moved into the room. After walking halfway into the hall of doors, he heard a hiss. His eyes widened in panic as he turned to the the door.

The door was closing. Using Chakra, with his better control, he launched one of his Kunai with a quickness only a Jonin could have seen. Flying true, it went straight at the center of the door. It hit just as it closed shut. The Kunai, with his eyes widening, shattered into pieces, and the lights on the door turned red. Then he heard a strange sound. Almost like a pitch turning higher and higher, only at a manageable level. He looked all around the room, looking for the sound, and then his eyes landed on something very strange.

On the wall the was slightly raised above the doors, making it 4 meters high to the ceiling, was a metal structure that was protruding from the wall. Then his eyes narrowed, as a light that was underneath it turned on, and to his amazement, the front of the rectangle structure opened and lifted up the front over the structure. Then the sound echoed and went silent. He stood there, Chakra running in his arm, ready to throw his other Kunai in a instant, and he didn't budge, as he had enough surprises today.

Then a strange sound came, almost like air was being shifted and moved for something. As he continued to look at where the exit was, the sound was louder and louder, as it was nearing the exit. Naruto prepared himself, and to his surprise, came out not Zabuza, Hunter-san, or even henchmen of Gato, but a strange metal being. It seemed to float before it turned to him, showing a bright blue eye, with a small orange one underneath that one.

It too, also consisted of three parts. The first part was a main body, very much looking like a squatting figure. It's, what appeared to be a head, was shaped like an arrow, pointing straight at him. It curved back like a blimp, with the top being like a blimp, and then the sides of the head were sharp edges that came at an angle to the top of the head, and caused a protruding area that was small and thin, like a flat blade, that began at the middle of the head then towards to back. He saw an eye that was blue fixed in at the very front of the blimp like head, he assumed that is how it viewed.

The rest of the body was simple, consisting of plates attached to plates with a glowing orange piece at the bottom, that was housed by, if he was right, two armor plates to protect it. The last two parts of the being were like arms, the could move up and down slightly, and could reach half of a meter in front of it if extended, if he saw the joints, and claws for hands correctly. It seemed to hover there, doing nothing, and he stood there, confused thoroughly, slowly putting the Kunai away.

As he did this, he watched as the orange light glowed more, and that made him worry, until he put his last Kunai into it's holster, and watched the orange light seemed to dim to a burgundy color. It then floated toward him, making him step backwards a bit, not expecting the sudden movement. The strangest thing was how it stopped and seemed to observe him. As his mind was still spinning at how a obviously metal object could float, he watched as it neared him, and then hovered about eye level.

Not knowing what else to do, and it did seem attentive to him, he decided to talk to it.

"Um... hello?" Naruto greeted... whatever it was. It seemed to just continue to look at him, and just as he was about to sigh, it made some kind of metallic hum sound, almost as if it was on a different decibel and sound frequency. As he was about to speak again, he heard five more of those same higher and higher pitched sounds. He looked around again, and to his shock, there was five more of those rectangular protrusions. Each, as the first one, opened and at an instant compared to before, five more of those metal things came out of the tunnels. They all came around circled him, and he felt very nervous at this point.

"Heh, heh... hi?"

* * *

><p>The purple lighted, orb shaped being was still in the same room, lots of screens now lit up. Some watching the perimeter, and others showing what appeared to be head cams showing groups of those metal beings searching and checking on rooms and other facilities inside the complex. It's thoughts were still racing at how someone had Creator DNA.<p>

'It is just plain impossible. Even all factors accounted and unaccounted for lead to the opposite, and yet here it is, in front of me. Well, I first have to find him.' thought the intelligent being, as it scanned systems and firewalls for any breach. The whole facility and itself were on high alert. No one had entered the facility since the Halo Array firing, and even then, they, or better said, it didn't go out to watch the indigenous or study them. After the Halos fired, and all life was wiped out, it remained active until the planet had been reseeded, then went offline. It was only a observation hub to watch for the flood, and to study it. After it had come to the same conclusions as it's Creators did, and couldn't find a cure, it shut the facility down, and was to only come online if the Halos had fired again.

So, not only was it active, as well as the facility, but there was a human, that was 80% Forerunner, and 20% Human. This boggled it, as how did the human even come across to have the DNA, and from whom? All of this happened in the span of a second, before sensors went off, showing a camera of a... child? It stared, confused for a moment, and rechecking and then double checking the blood and DNA report. Gender, male, age... 13?

"Interesting!" exclaimed a synthetic voice, that had a high pitched tone, not male, but female, and it was only because of the exclamation. It was really a soft melodic sound. The light then blinked, the edges of the window for the orb being darker than the center, really giving it the appearance of a real eye. She then imputed orders to lead the boy down the hall with the lights he was looking at, then sighed, as they boy went to the left of the stairs. He went over to the door, and then looked it over.

If the orb being had a eyebrow, it would have risen. The boy seemed to scan all over its surface for something, then seemed to resign and go in the indicated direction. He went down the hallway, to the unlocked door she provided, and watched with curiosity as he seemed to scan over this door as well for something. She zoomed in the image, trying to find out what the young male was looking for, and then sighed as he seemed to give up. Just as he was about to turn around and leave, she saw him activate the door, with a little of her help, as he didn't have a suit to activate it to open.

She saw his amazed look, as he seemed interested at how the door opened. Though, what shocked her the most was how calm he was about this. Usually those of his species, if confused or not understanding of something, retaliated in fear of what they didn't understand, in most cases violently. So seeing him go about all of these changes calmly was strange.

'Perhaps there is more to him then I am realizing?' she thought idly with a very beautiful hum. He then moved into the room, being shocked about how the door was seamless in the frame it resided, and then when he was far enough in to not escape, she shut the door behind him. She was shocked at how fast he reacted, almost at the same speeds of a Promethean, and threw a metal object, a blade most likely, at the door. Of course, it didn't make it, and shattered on impact, as Forerunner metal was very strong, very resilient, as that is how the facility had survived, and Forerunner metal needed a lot of heat to even start to turn red.

She nodded, and then activated one of the six Sentinel tunnels in the room, and watched calmly on as to how he would deal with it. If he was going to be hostile, she was going to have to subdue him, and if not, well then she could meet him right now. As the Sentinel came out and approached him, he put the second bladed object he had out away. When he seemed to communicate, or at least try to, with the Sentinel, and she deemed him non-hostile. After that she activated the rest of the Sentinel tunnels, and then proceeded to go to the entrance, wanting to meet the enigma.

'Very interesting indeed'

* * *

><p>As Naruto was thinking ways out of the somehow sticky situation he was in with these things, he heard a humming, melodic in nature and strangely feminine. As he thought to himself just how great his day was going, he saw one of the doors, the one at the end of the hall, turn blue, blink it's lights and open, in a fast matter like the one opposite of it and behind him, did when it closed. His eyes widened though as he saw a different metal being this time. It was like a orb, though he couldn't get a good look from here, as it was directly in front of him and all of the other metallic beings in the room were blocking his view.<p>

Then, as if reading his thoughts, they parted as the orb being, with purple lights, came up to his head level and was about maybe a third of a meter away from him. He stood there, and it floated there for what seemed like days, until he spoke.

"Hello?" he said for the second time that day. He didn't know if this would work now. He watched as the being's eye, at least what he assumed was the eye from the only circle like thing on the front of it, blinked rapidly. He idly wondered if that was how it communicated, until he heard a woman's voice, although synthetic, came forward.

"Hello Creator!" the metal being replied in a cheery voice, that honestly made Naruto wonder if it was an alien. "I am 823543 Eternal Observer, Monitor of Installation 08. It is an honor to meet you...?" The now known being notified and asked for Naruto's name. He honestly didn't know what to do at this point, and found it quite strange as to how it knew his language perfectly, and decided to wing it.

"Hi. I am Naruto Uzumaki." he said with grin. He decided that his mask would have to do for now, as he didn't know if Eternal Observer was hostile or friendly.

"Are you lying to me Naruto Uzumaki?" asked the being, making Naruto's eyes widen. "It seems that from how your eye color changed, and how your facial movements tried to feign ignorance and idiotic, instead of the smart and cunning I saw a minute ago." She would have smirked at how his eyes went back to their dark cerulean, and turned dangerous.

"I would advise Naruto, that you don't lie to me. I know all about your species and their tendency to lie, and in your case, it won't happen due to your bloodline." Eternal Observer informed him, as she saw him analyzing and making plans in his mind for escape.

Naruto's mind went blank, replaying the last part Eternal Observer said in his head over and over. 'Bloodline?' "Um, what do you mean by bloodline?" Naruto queried the being before him. It hummed and then seemed make a sigh, judging by the sound it's, what he assumed to be, voice made.

"I see..., so the people of this world have forgotten the Forerunners and their sacrifice. I supposed it is going to happen if you don't record history and forget to pass on the information." As the being spoke, Naruto was thinking that was more to herself than it was to him. What mesmerized him the most though was the window, which not only held the same symbol that the door had, but also the light within it. It was a purple light, and unlike all the other metal beings around him, it only focused on one part at him, making it seem that it was a eye.

Judging by how from it was moving around, before it looked back at him, it was definitely an eye.

"Well, that circumstance will have to be fixed after we do something else. For now, would you please follow me, as I have a great concern for your overall health, and you might need some help." Eternal said, before she turned around and went back through the still open door, and without waiting for Naruto's reply. He was about to object, before he saw all of the other metal beings looking at him, making him think he was going to follow, one way or another. He sighed as he then followed the orb being, the others following after him.

They continued down hallways and corridors for a few minutes, going deeper and deeper into the facility. Naruto continued to look around, seeing pillars that were hexagonal in nature in some, windows looking out to botanical gardens, and some even showing labs that were studying something. He didn't know what, and he had a feeling he didn't want to know. This continued until they reached a door, that opened to show a medical bay of some sort.

Eternal Observer entered, and as did Naruto when instructed by the other metal beings. Then most of the them left to different holes in the ceilings or down halls. Only one remained, probably to keep him honest. Eternal Observer seemed to hum and sing a tune, which wasn't bad actually, and again a small headache came again, with a familiarity. When he looked up, he jolted back as he saw Eternal Observer was right in his face.

"Did you have cranial pain?" She asked in a very worried voice, and Naruto having a feeling that she really wasn't going to harm him, nodded. She then seemed to zoom around the room, some screens lighting up showing his skeleton, muscles, cardiovascular system, and nervous system. He came to that conclusion, as the figure in the screens moved when he did, and was his stature. She seemed to be looking at the nervous system in particular, and then had a worried voice.

"Oh my, no wonder why. Just as I suspected." Eternal Observer thought aloud, and then turned to him. "How long have you been having them?"

He looked at her with a raised eyebrow, before replying. "Well, since I got here actually, and not here, I mean since I arrived on the island. Why do you ask?"

"Well Naruto, it has to do with your other bloodline, the one that isn't human." That made his eyes widen.

'Not human?' "What do you mean by that?" he asked Eternal Observer, who instead then looked up, at least from what he could tell as the light in the window moved upward. He looked upward and his eyes widened as he saw four more of those metal beings, except that these ones were completely white, had what appeared to be medical tools where the orange light was before, and had a green light for the eye. He looked back to her with a raised eyebrow.

"Um, what are those?" Naruto was slightly scared at this point, as those were definitely medical and surgical tools. Then he turned around to see a bed rise out of the ground, metal of course, and more screens appeared, but this time they were floating in the air. That alone almost made Naruto's eyes pop out of there sockets as they had no frame, or even stand, just floating. He looked back to Eternal as she coughed, or what was an attempt to.

"Well, I will have to tell you after we help you so if..." She was stopped in mid sentence as Naruto pulled out a Kunai, and then the metal being with the blue eye charged it's orange light, almost looking like it was ready to melt metal. She would have a sad look in her eyes if she was alive. "Calm down Naruto." she said in a really soft voice, akin to that of a mother. She saw it, and even if she was a machine, she saw the emotions.

Danger, fear, anger, hurt, but most importantly, mistrust and betrayal. The child had already experienced these things in his life? Oh she felt really bad for the boy.

"No, I don't trust you!" He said in a threatening voice, as he had his eyes trained on the metal being with the glowing orange light. He had enough of these situations to know what was about to happen.

Eternal Observer then moved forward, in front of the Sentinel, with it sending Eternal Observer messages to move out of the way if the life form is hostile and that it could get hurt. She belayed those orders, telling it to stand down. What amazed her that it seemed to reject her orders for only a moment, then stood down. They shouldn't do that, and she had a feeling it was because of the boy's unstable mentality, they were acting like that.

"Naruto..." she said softly. "I do not know what happened to you in your life outside of this installation, but you can relax, and forget about it, as I, and these constructs have been here a long time, deactivated. So please listen to me and hear me out. You are suffering from a Cranial Deterioration, one that is common among Forerunners if they don't receive their implants for their suits and to connect to the Mantel. You may not understand all that I am saying, but understand this, you will die here if I don't preform surgery and heal your injury." As she told him that, his face went from anger, to confusion, to downright what the hell.

"I promise I will explain everything after. I was not built to lie to you, or to anyone. I was built to monitor and protect all forms of life. I would not end your life, even if I could. So please, I know it may sound hard for you, but trust me, if only just this one time." Eternal Observer finished. She was connected to the medical reports and monitors of the subject in the room, and she could see his brain running fast, processing all that she said.

Meanwhile, Naruto was thinking over what she said, and how he was supposed to react. He had been betrayed so many times, he lost count. He had been hurt and bludgeoned so much that it was uncountable. Now here was a machine, that wanted him to trust her? He didn't know what to think, but seeing the screens around him, and based upon the tone of voice she had, she was serious about his condition. He had limited, if little knowledge on the body, but if he was right, his brain should not be slowly shrinking at the rate it was, even he could see it.

He thought it over and over and over again, then sighed. He slowly put the Kunai away, and then turned to table. "Okay, I will trust you this once. I hope you use it wisely Eternal Observer, as if I come to be betrayed, I will kill you." He said with such a dark tone, it actually made Eternal Observer feel fear for once. Nodding, she guided him to the table.

"Please lay down, and relax. Close your eyes and try to sleep, as this can be painful." Eternal Observer said, and Naruto proceeded to do as instructed. As he got on the metal table, he actually found it to be warm, almost inviting. Then he closed his eyes, calmed himself, breathing in and out, and relaxed. Then a weightless feeling reach him. Opening his eyes, they widened, as he was floating above the table, his back to the ceiling. He didn't even feel the shift, and still didn't. He looked over to Eternal Observer.

Eternal Observer would have a grin on her face if she had one. "See? It wasn't so bad." She remarked to him. He rose his eyebrow at that.

"We're done?"

"Oh no, that was the painless part. I will tell you what is going to happen, as I have a feeling that you need to know, before I begin the surgery. What I, or I should say these Medical Sentinels, are going to do is remove a small portion of your skull, mainly above where the spine connects to the Cranial Cavity. After that, they are going to put in implants, which will connect you to the Mantel, and should satisfy your hunger for knowledge." As she said that, his eyes widened at how intense this was going to be. Also at the fact that she mentioned his hunger.

"I know about it, yes. You see, the reason why you have such a hunger is because of the way Forerunners have been for their whole lives. Even at the moment of birth, they are implanted and connect to the Mantel. As such, since you are 13 and having the side effects now shocks me, as usually you die from being disconnected from the Mantel at the age of 1. Either way, you are a very lucky boy Naruto. After the implants are in, they will help your body heal and repair, as well as connecting you to the Mantel." She explained his situation to him, which made his eyes widen in shock. Then they went to normal, knowing why.

'Looks I have to thank the Kyuubi when I meet him.' He thought idly, and then closed his eyes when he felt the first prick of the scalpel.

* * *

><p>Eternal Observer looked at the sleeping Naruto with mixed emotions. He was awake for half the surgery, until they had to put him under stasis because they needed to slow blood flow to the brain to do the implantation. She looked over the medical reports and estimations again, just to make sure that Naruto was going to live without any aliments. Then she sighed.<p>

'Now comes the very hard part, the explanation.' Eternal Observer thought, as she turned to the door and opened it. She then turned to the Sentinel on watch, ordering it to notify her if there was any change in the patient's condition. After that was settled, and again running diagnostics on the facility for an update she was about to present, did she exit the room and float down the halls in thought. She mainly thought about how she was going to explain this to the other Installations, and their respective Monitors. This all happened in seconds as she thought about the explanation, reports, and the overall integrity of her Installation, made her report, and compiled it for transfer.

'Our Creators were truly ingenious when they developed us. Now all that is left of them, is their work, us, and Naruto Uzumaki.' Eternal Observer contemplated for a bit, before stopping at a room. She opened the door to see the room was already lit up, and ready for use. It was a oval shaped room, with her taking a floating position around a holographic displayer table. She was one of eight Monitors assigned to watch the Galaxy, and uphold the Mantel, until the Reclaimers could rise to hold it. Now here she was, in the meeting room.

She looked around with nostalgia, as she saw the other places around the table for the other Monitors. They were like circle inlets in the walls, with only a little of the actual circle in the wall. At the top and bottom was a 3D holographic emitter and transmitter in each one, so each Monitor could use, and see transmitted Monitors signals. She sighed, before going into the Forerunner network, getting through to the transmitter array, and sending the signal. She waited, and waited, and waited.

She was starting to get worried, when one of the columns lit up to show one of her fellow Monitors. 343 Guilty Spark, Monitor of Installation 04 and 04B if she was right. He looked at her with a curious blue light, then another terminal lit up. They both looked at it, seeing another comrade responding, this one was 001 Light Beyond, Monitor of Installation 01. Then the terminal lit up next to him, revealing the next in number. 007 Objective Importance, Monitor of Installation 02. Next came 049 Abject Testament, Monitor of Installation 03. Guilty Spark nodded to Abject, and he responded in kind.

Then the fifth terminal lit up, showing 2401 Penitent Tangent, Monitor of Installation 05, and after him came 16807 Resourceful Mind, Monitor of Installation 06, and finally 117649 Last Memorial, Monitor of Installation 07. She then would have looked to herself, thinking 823543 Eternal Observer, Monitor of Installation 08 and 08B

All of the Monitors looked at one another, in respective order. Light Beyond having a white light, Objective Importance having a green light, Abject Testament having a bright orange light, Guilty Spark having a blue light, Penitent Tangent having a red light, Resourceful Mind having a yellow light, Last Memorial having a tan light, and finally herself with a purple light. After familiarizing themselves with each other after so long, they all turned to Light Beyond, as he was the leader of all of them.

He looked at all of them, being the oldest of all, and nodded. A deep male voice came forward. "I am glad to see all of us still around, and in my personal opinion, we should have not had a connection at all, but for now let us begin. No Flood detected. All systems clear, and organisms progressing fine." addressed and reported Light Beyond. They all nodded and looked to the next.

"No Flood detected, and all systems clear." Said Objective Importance having a strong and focused female voice. They nodded and moved to the next.

"No Flood detected, and all systems clear. Progressing fine." Said Abject Testament in a very synthetic voice male voice that was full of assurance.

"No Flood detected, and all systems clear. Research remains unfruitful." Said Guilty Spark and a male voice that was cheery, but turned solemn in his last additive.

"No Flood detected, and all systems clear. Nothing to report otherwise." Said Penitent Tangent in a assertive and know it all male voice.

"No Flood detected, and all systems clear. No disturbances." Said Resourceful Mind in a wise and aged female voice.

"No Flood detected, and all systems nominal. No changes." Said Last Memorial, with a light and vibrant female voice.

"No Flood detected, and all systems smooth. Research as well bares no clue. Complication." Eternal Observer said, in her calm and level headed voice.

They all nodded and then all of them turned to look at here with curious eyes.

"Eternal Observer, what is your complication?" She heard Light Beyond ask, as did all of the others, judging by their curious eyes. She looked at all of them, then sighed. This made them all very worried.

"I have found an unlikely anomaly Light Beyond. That is the reason I called this meeting and I really don't know what to do." She reported, and all of them thought over her words. Then Light spoke.

"What is this anomaly Eternal Observer?" He queried his fellow Monitor. He was made in charge by the Forerunners, and was to head any investigation or anomaly that arose with precision and care. All of them seemed to study her with intensity as she looked at all of them.

"There is a human boy with 80% Forerunner DNA sir." She reported, and all of them gasped in shock, trying to process their minds and coming up with multiple scenarios. Light Beyond's eye would have been widened if he were living.

"Are you sure?" He asked, as this was something none of the Creators had planned for. He then received a report, as along with medical examinations and videos on what occurred, as well as security footage. All of them processed, checked, and then triple checked for any error. Seeing none, all of them went into muttering.

"Silence!" Light Beyond ordered, and all of them quieted. He then turned to Eternal Observer. His light looked confused and yet, happy. "His condition is stable?"

"Yes, and I have him under high guard. As you read the report, he was starting to die from Cranial Deterioration, and I preformed as soon as he let me. His body is partly human, mainly in form, but that will change as his other implants adjust, and he'll have a more Forerunner physical appearance. Though his facial looks will never change." She replied and reported. They all nodded, and then the whole chamber was silent.

"What will we do now Light Beyond?" asked Guilty Spark, as this was a very shocking revelation, one on a probability factor of one to infinity. Light turned to him, and then turned to Eternal Observer.

"What is his knowledge?"

"Very little sir. I have connected him to the Mantel... should we commence Protocol 07049 sir?" she asked, as that particular protocol allowed them to be connected back the Domain and Mantel. He seemed to think this over, before he pulled up the reactor grid of the Creators. It is what gave them and all of their Constructs power. He looked at he current levels, and then nodded.

"As of effective immediately, Protocol 07049 is in full effect. Limitations are that he cannot use any resources from the Domain and Mantel, except for information, until Sentinels can repair dysfunctional systems and reactors. I am understood?" Light Beyond said, and received nods all around. "Good, and from now on, if any other anomaly occurs or events happen, there is to be a system wide report. Also let all Constructs know of the Creator's return. This is never to be disobeyed. Everyone is dismissed." he said, and one by one they left the chamber.

All of them left except for Light Beyond and her. He looked at her, and said. "What happens from here on out is no longer planned by our Creators Eternal Observer. This means that none of us can be destroyed, if only at the cost of last Creator's life. Do you understand?" He said to her.

She nodded, and saw him disappear as well. She sighed and left the room, going back to Naruto. As she entered and looked him over, she thought to herself. 'Great things are coming about, great things.'

* * *

><p><strong>I know that is quite shocking right? Well, now things are in motion, but trust me, none of the others Monitors will be involved until later. For now, comment and let me know what you think.<strong>

**-M343GS**


	6. Chapter 6

**Forgotten Inheritance**

**Chapter 6: The Beginning of the Return Home Arc**

Numb, and dull pain. That is all he felt at the moment as he awoke slowly. Naruto groaned as he came back to the land of consciousness, the dull throb in the back of his head. It truly reminded him of the one time he was hit in the back of the head with a thick wooden plank by one of the people who came after him in mobs. Another hurtful throb and he groaned in serious pain.

'My head, oh my fucking head!' thought Naruto mentally as he brought his sore arms to his head. Feeling the back of his skull, he stopped, and his eyes shot open. He then groaned again when the light came into them. But that was not what worried him. What worried him was the metallic bump on the back of his skull. Just then, he heard something come over. It sounded like a whirring sound as air was being moved and cycled. A few weird noises were heard, and more throbs of pain came.

'My god! It feels like my whole brain and nervous system is being hit.' screamed Naruto mentally as the throbs continued. The whirring sound continued and then he felt a sting in his arm. He tried to yank it away, not knowing what it was, and that it made the throbbing worse. But it seemed held by something, not gripped, but not just able to move. As he started to worry, and tried to open his eyes once more. That resulted in him being blind and in pain once more. Then, like the flip of a switch, the throbbing, pain, and everything else stopped. He lay there confused. It was like it never happened.

Slowly opening his eyes once more, they stung, but the light wasn't that bad. Blinking to help adjust to the lights overhead, he finally he saw that they dimmed, allowing him to see. Looking over the ceiling above him, he saw it was a shiny metallic silver grey.

'Wait... silver grey?' he thought, and then all that had happened before came back to him. He instantly shot up, and regretted as well. Nausea hit him, and hit him hard. He fell back onto the flat surface almost throwing up from the movement, instead dry heaving as he held it in. He was laying there for a long time, not know how long, but it was long. It felt like hours, before the next thing came at him. He felt a cool liquid feeling come over him, through his nerves, his muscles, his bones, through his entire body, and especially his mind.

He sighed contently as it overtook him, letting get a sense of a high really. A at peace feeling, something he had never felt much at all. Then, again trying, he opened his eyes and looked around. He was staring at a wall. This wall was the same silver grey that turned bright when light was placed on it. It was covered in strange symbols and carvings, similar to the ones he saw when he entered the... place he was in.

Turning over, he spied the rest of the room. The monitors, screens, colors, and weird symbols on the screens that same as before. But the readout on his brain was different. It was blue, a calm deep blue, instead of the red when Eternal Observer showed him what was happening.

'Speaking of which, where is she?' he wondered as he looked around the room, only seeing two of the Medical Sentinels floating here and there, looking to the screens, and watching him. Then there were about four of those other Sentinels around the room, each on in a corner. They weren't looking at him though, they were looking about the room, as if trying to find something. He rose a eyebrow as this, then the worry in his pain from before came back.

He put his hand behind his skull and felt it. It was almost flush with the skin and his skull, only a small rim around it really made it that way. It was small, maybe the size of a thumb, from tip to first knuckle in diameter wise since it was a circle shape. Slowly sitting up, and settling himself, he almost fell over again when one of the Medical Sentinels came over and helped sit up. He looked at it, from it's arms to it's eye. The green light looked at him, if he could place it, with a almost worried and yet curious fashion.

As he sat there, letting them do check ups he assumed, he continued to look around with confused eyes. He then turned to one of the Medical Sentinels as it was scanning his arms.

"Where is Eternal Observer?" he asked it, and almost couldn't believe himself. He didn't know if they knew, let alone understand him. It seemed to look at him, it's green light blinking once, before it made a slight whirring like sound, like it tried to say something. He rose his eyebrow at this, but didn't have to wonder long as the door to the room opened and in came the object of his thoughts.

Eternal Observer floated over to him, it's purple eye looked him over, up and down. She lowered herself down to his head level, and the light brightened, as if she was happy he guessed.

"You are finally awake! I hope the adjustment process wasn't to painful." she said with a happy tune. Naruto narrowed his eyes suspiciously.

"What adjustment process?" he said in a angry tone. Eternal Observer tilted to the left slight, as if acting confused.

"When we implanted the implant, your body had to adjust as it attached and became one with your whole body. The process is expected to be painful and uncomfortable. One of the Medical Sentinels said you thrashing around, and they had to restrain you to stopped you from falling off the table. They also gave you a pain reliever to help. I sure hope it did at least." she replied with a worried tone. Naruto closed his eyes and sighed. So that is what is was, well at least it was nothing else, though he cannot help feel a little betrayed she didn't tell this to him before.

Organizing his thoughts, his eyes widened. He forgot about Kakashi, and his team.

'Oh fuck!' "How long was I out?" he thought and asked in a worried tone. That would be bad, as they would think he is a Missing Nin now.

"You have been unconscious for about ten hours Creator." she replied, still confused as to what he is worried about. Naruto just slumped in his position. They were probably looking for him right now.

"Well, that sucks. I am probably a dead man now. Just great!" he exclaimed, throwing his hands up in the air. Then regretted it again as the sense of Nausea hit him again. He almost fell over, but the Medical Sentinel helped steady himself once more. It was when he looked back to Eternal Observer when his blood turned cold. The eye was cold and calculating, a slight red tinge came into the purple now.

"Who seeks to eliminate you Creator? They shall be dealt with immediately." she asked calmly. He looked around the room as the Sentinels orange and burgundy beams start to brighten. He looked nervous for a moment, not wanting to know just what those lights did. He held up his hands in a placating manner.

"Calm down Eternal Observer! It is just a figure of speech." he said as he tried to calm her. That seemed to do it, but she really did take the threat seriously there for a moment. As she calmed down, he relaxed, but was still worried Kakashi would be looking for him, and if he found this place... well he didn't know what to think. He started over his options, and shocked himself as he thought. He was thinking faster, and more thought out too. He scrunched his eyebrows in confusion at that.

"Do not worry Creator. That is normal, as the implant works like a computer for your brain. It helps you sort, analyze, and think things through more efficiently and effectively. So it will take some getting used to." she said, knowing what he must be thinking. He looked up at her and slowly nodded. She nodded back as well, and seemed to think something over.

"You most likely be here until you can move once again." informed Eternal Observer as she floated away from him and to each of the screens, overlooking them as she read through the data. Naruto's dark cerulean eyes followed her, confused and worried.

"What do you mean until once I can move again?" asked Naruto as he lifted his arms, and moved his fingers. Then his shoulders, legs, feet, toes, and just about any other ligament he could maneuver at will. Eternal Observer looked at him for a moment, her lone eye curious, before it blinked and she floated back to him.

"You misunderstand Creator. The implant needs to still take it's course and connect you to the Mantle and the Domain. This takes some time to integrate and adjust. What you experienced was it connecting to your whole body, help with as I had said before. Why do you want to leave?" asked Eternal Observer, her voice confused and worried. Was someone threatening him, or was he in danger?

Naruto looked to her, and sighed. "There are... people out there Eternal Observer. People I need to go back to, or else it could cause problems for me. It is not that I am in danger, or anything like that. It is just that I have a... mission to complete." explained Naruto as he looked at her, hoping that would be enough to convince her. She seemed to think this over, and floated around the room, taking in his words. Then she floated back to him after some minutes of thought.

"Creator... do you not understand the responsibility that has been lain on your shoulders? The power and intelligence you have inherited?" she asked, and saw Naruto's eye scrunch in confusion. Nodding slowly, and sighing disappointingly, she motioned to the door. "Follow me Creator, and I shall try to show you."

As she motioned to the door, and floated to it, Naruto stared after her, not knowing what she meant or what she was even getting at. Then, deciding he might as well follow, he slowly got off the table. Slowly putting weight on his feet, and getting used to walking on the legs that seemed to have a more... fluid and precise movement from before. Nodding slowly, just putting with the implant effects, he moved to his first step.

As his feet landed, he smiled. He expected to fall over from Nausea or something similar, but didn't. It was like riding a bike after not riding one for so long, just getting used to it once more. As the door opened, allowing Eternal Observer and Naruto through, the Sentinels that were guarding him before floated off into different parts of the facility. After watching that, he turned his head back to Eternal Observer and continued to follow her.

She led him down a series of corridors and hallways until they reached a room that was... well strange. It held many upon many shelves, and upon each of those shelves were steel grey containers that had blue lines of light passing through each. Looking about with wide and curious eyes, he looked back to Eternal Observer.

"What is this place?" he asked, as his eyes then moved back to wonder along each of the shelves. She looked at him for a moment, before looking around the room as well.

"This is the record room of the facility. It has many upon many thousands of years of knowledge and research Naruto. This though, is not even a comparable fraction to the overall knowledge of your ancestors." she replied, and as she said this, Naruto's eyes widened to the size of dinner plates. Not even a fraction? All he could do at this point was slowly slump to the floor and stare at the contents of the space.

"This is what they left behind? How long did they live?" asked Naruto, as those were just the few of the many questions that were running through his head.

"As I said Naruto, your ancestors were grand and vast. They were the peacekeepers, guardians, and nurturers of the galaxy. They lived for a long long time. Millions of years even. You, Naruto, are the last living remnant of them. So, the responsibility that lies upon you is grand. When your implant syncs with the Domain, and the Mantle, you will be able to learn all that they have left behind... for you Naruto."

As she finished, Naruto could only sit and stare. Eternal Observer nodded slowly, and moved back to the other door. She turned around to face him.

"I know it is a lot to take in and try to understand Naruto, but trust me. What ever might be running through your head is what you should listen too." With that said, she turned back around and left the room. She would let him have time to think and get used to the idea. But for now, she had to make sure everything else in the facility and the Installation was ready for him to use.

* * *

><p>Kakashi was sitting in the living room with a worried face. Naruto didn't come back at all last night. Now, he normally wouldn't be worried as he is now since he knew that Naruto trained himself into the ground, but this was different. With Naruto acting strange as of late, this mission, and everything else in between, he couldn't let it slide. With that, the quickly went through a set of seals, muttering the words "Summoning Justu", and a puff of smoke appeared. As it dissipated, a small brown pug was in it's place. The dog wore a blue jacket over it's frame and wore a Leaf Headband on it's forehead.<p>

"Hey Kakashi... what is it this time?" asked the pug right of the bat, seeing his summoners face being serious. It also cocked it's head slightly to further augment it's questioning gaze. Kakashi sighed and shook his head real quick.

"I need you to find a wayward student of mine Pakun. He has been gone since last night, and hasn't returned yet. Normally I wouldn't mind much, as Naruto tends to beat himself into the ground, but this mission won't call for such things. Here." ordered and explained Kakashi, as he pulled over a piece of cloth that he grabbed from Naruto's things for such an occasion. Pakun padded up and sniffed the piece of clothing a few moments. Then he turned to Kakashi.

"Alright, I have it, but it's faint. I might need some help." suggested Pakun, to which Kakashi nodded and summoned the rest of the pack. They all barked briefly, sniffing it as well. After they all were set, Pakun looked back to Kakashi. "Do not worry we'll find him and bring him back."

Kakashi nodded, and Pakun barked at the pack. After that, they scattered out of the house and into the woods. Kakashi sighed as he looked out to the dock, mainly the end of the pier where Naruto and himself talked last night. Shaking those morbid thoughts out of his head, Kakashi went back to reading his book.

* * *

><p>Naruto was now wandering the room filled to the brim with Holographic Books. He would pick up one every now and then, opening it, glancing through, and replacing it on the shelve once more. He stopped at the doorway he came through with Eternal Observer a few minutes before, just looking over the whole entire area. He was in awe really. Even the library in Konoha wasn't this big, nor this vast.<p>

'And this is the legacy my ancestors left to me? What am I supposed to do with this?' thought Naruto, as he continued to stare on. Then he closed his eyes and rubbed his temples. 'I never asked for this, any of this? It is magnificent to be sure, but why me?'

Eternal Observer came back into the room a few minutes after, spying Naruto at one of the shelves, going through a Holographic Book. She floated over and eye the book. It was a book on philosophy, minor of course, but still pretty advanced for his age. He looked back at her, placing the book back with a almost longing action.

"Eternal Observer... you said that this implant you gave me will connect me to this so called Mantle and to the Domain right?" asked Naruto quietly as he continued walking among the shelves, with Eternal Observer floating behind him as he did so.

"Yes, that is true Creator." she replied calmly, eyeing him as he stopped and looked down slightly. He turned to her, his eyes full of confusion, curiosity, excitement, and a myriad of other emotions that she could process. She tilted to the side in slight confusion. "Why do you ask Creator?"

"Well, if what you say is true..." saying this as he waved to all of the shelves around him, "then all of this and more should be stored there right?" he asked, as a idea started to form in his mind. Multiple upon multiple ideas and scenarios coming to mind, all of them grand and ambitious. She hummed at this, seeing where he might be going with this.

"That is true Creator... but do you think that what you have planned is a very good idea?" she asked, a slightly worried tone to her voice. She knew that the Creator could do as he wished, and she really couldn't prevent him from doing so, but she could try to suggest otherwise. He turned and started walking to the door, looking back at her as he moved to it.

"I must go... but I will learn everything here Eternal Observer. Some things above must be done, some dreams to accomplish, goals to finish. I cannot leave them alone and undone. But... I will return, and when I do, I will follow you to where you want me to go." said Naruto as he walked out the doorway, with Eternal Observer following him closely. She hummed in thought.

"Well, I suppose that could work, so long as I can still watch over you Creator. You are the last living piece of our Creators, the last Creator... and I cannot and will not allow you to go alone. I will have some of the Sentinels follow you..." she said, and seeing him about to protest, she continued. "But they will have noise dampeners and cloaking fields to hide them. I know just as well as you that the moment the others of this planet see them that unnecessary questions will arise."

Naruto nodded at this, just as they came back to the Medical Room. He started to put on his clothes, glad that they still looked like they just went though a hell of a training session. He then walked out, and continued back the way he came into this place. Eternal Observer continued to follow him, four Sentinels in tow. These Sentinels looked looked different from the others though as they were colored black that shined dully like the silver-grey metal walls. They also had a more teal colored light then the blue of the regular ones or like the Medical Sentinel green.

Naruto glanced behind him to see all of them, his eyebrow raising. He glanced to Eternal Observer for an answer, but she seemed more busy with the small screen in front of her light, flashing through information and numbers at a blinding rate. Naruto shook his head slightly, before he came to the steps. He looked up at them, then turned back around to Eternal Observer. She looked at him, floating at his head height.

"I know this may seem ungrateful and rude Eternal Observer, but I must do this. I will come back to take up reigns my ancestors left me, but I am to young and inexperienced for this. I must go out into the world to learn and mature. So, I thank you for everything you have done for me in the last few hours rather than the last few years my village has done for me. Take care." he said with a smile, a small one, but a true smile. Eternal Observer nodded, following him up the steps as they arrived at the doorway. Naruto stared at the wall, his dark cerulean eyes quickly switching to the bright azure, breathing deeply and readying himself for what he now had and what he needed to do.

The door opened, and Naruto stepped out quickly and fluidly, followed by the four Sentinels who instantly quieted down to barely a whisper and disappeared into thin air. As the door closed, Eternal Observer stopped her calculations, and possibilities analysis. She sighed as she turned back down into the facility. She would need to make a trip to Installation 08 after this, as it had been awhile since she last looked.

Naruto turned back from the doorway, making his way back to the trail he found. He didn't walk long as he heard pattering, and to his amazement, from at max 50 meters away. 'Man, she wasn't kidding. My brain and whole body judges all of this and gives it to me now. It is like everything else is on autopilot, allowing me to focus on my thoughts and actions... this is pretty cool.' Naruto thought as he heard the pattering close in on him. Not ten seconds later, a small pug dog jumped out of the brush. Naruto's eyebrow rose as he watched the animal sit in front of him one or two meters away, sniff the air, and bark. He heard more pattering some distant away, but they moved in closer, and seemed to hold off and watch the area.

"So... you are Naruto Uzumaki I take it?" asked the pug in front of him. Naruto simply raised his eyebrow at the pug.

'Since when did animals talk, or even know how to operate like Shinobi. The only ones I really know of that can do this are the Inuzuka Clan's dogs, but even then they didn't talk.' thought Naruto slightly confused, showing this as his head tilted slightly to the right. The pug sighed, his head drooping, before he looked back up.

"Alright kid, the name is Pakun. I was sent by Kakashi to come get you. So if you follow me, I'll let you touch my paws. They are nice and soft." said Pakun, augmenting his offer by raising said paw and showing the pads of it. Naruto simply continued to stare at him. Pakun still held his paw in the air for a few more more moments, before setting it down, and starting to walk back to the house. "Well, you coming?" he said over his shoulder.

Naruto simply just shook his head, running after Pakun. They sprinted back to the house in no time. Pakun and him walked up to the door, and just as Naruto was about to knock on the door, it open to show Kakashi with his customary eye smile.

"Naruto! How nice of you to finally show up. We were just about to start breakfast without you." he said, his tone a false jovial tone, one that said we will talk later. Naruto sighed and nodded, with Kakashi letting him in, and they both walked into the main room where the dinning table was. Kakashi went to sit down at the usual spot he always did, Sasuke was calmly sitting with his eyes closed, only glancing at him briefly, his gaze a curious one. Sakura was to be as expected, with her head shaking in disapproval. Tazuna and Tsunami simply smiling at him. He smiled back taking his place at the area across from the boy.

Said boy stared up at him with a scarred expression, his eyes full of fear. He expected for Naruto to explode on him like yesterday. Naruto glanced at the boy, and then to the rest of the people around the table. All of them had expectant faces and Naruto didn't feel like apologizing, so he guessed he could do something like this.

"Inari-san..." Naruto began, and Inari flinched at his voice directed at him. It was just as emotionless as before, but the tone was neutral. "I would like to say that although my actions were right yesterday... they way I carried them out were thoughtless. I would like to... say I am sorry. But I also believe that you should keep hope up for not only yourself, but for your family and Kaiza. He would not like you to give in like this. Just something to think about."

Inari looked up at him, his face blank as he heard everything Naruto had to say. Then at the end, he seemed to nod, look back down at his plate, but this time with a small thoughtful frown. Naruto watched this a slow nod, before closing his eyes and sitting quiet. Everyone watched this with raised eyebrows, or in Sakura's case, a shocked expression. She never knew that Naruto could talk like that, it sounded so well worded and sincere. She looked at him, wondering just who he is.

"Well, with that out of the way, let me go get the breakfast." said Tsunami with a smile as she stood to go get said food. Everyone just went back to normal, Sakura staring dreamily at Sasuke, though now a little curious of Naruto. Sasuke was just as bored looking as usual, waiting patiently for training. Kakashi was reading his book, a very quiet giggle coming from him every now and then. Tazuna calmly drinking his tea, and the now subdued Inari being thoughtful. Soon breakfast was there, and everyone was done eating. Everyone but Inari and Tsunami walked out of the house, saying their goodbyes for the day.

As they walked, Kakashi looked sideways at Naruto. He noticed something strange about him. His balance was... perfect. Not like before, where he was training it, but perfect like a trained warrior. He looked about himself, his azure eyes bright and full of anticipation. It wasn't like before, as he seemed generally interested in anything. Kakashi would have to talk to Naruto soon. But for now, he turned and looked at everyone behind him.

"So, like I said yesterday, Naruto and Sakura, you go with Tazuna to the bridge to guard him. Sasuke, with me to continue to training. And Naruto..." said Kakashi, looking at Naruto to the end. Naruto met his eye with a steady gaze. "Do not forget what I said yesterday."

Naruto looked at him for a second before slowly nodding. Sasuke simply looked bored, as he knew what Kakashi meant but it wasn't his place. With that, they parted ways, Kakashi and Sasuke to the forest for training and Naruto, Sakura, and Tazuna to the bridge. As they reached the down, Naruto's eyes dimmed extremely, while Sakura gasped quietly when they finally witnessed just how bad the situation was. Run down houses and shops. Many people in the streets in ragged clothing, children with no life in their eyes just stumbling about. But most of all, they were all skinny looking, as if they hadn't had something to eat in a few days or weeks. Naruto knew he had it hard, hell he had been in this same position a time or two, going hungry for a week or two at a time, but this, this was just plain wrong.

'Just like I thought. Gato's evil lies in this village, sucking up it's life.' thought Naruto calmly as he looked about. What was the most intriguing part of all of his was that he was... apathetic to it all. He didn't feel guilt, remorse, sadness, or even pity as he looked upon them all. All he felt was a sense of understanding. He could feel his mind running fast as all of the information started to flood into his head, analyzing the conditions around him, deterioration rate, repairs needed, and just about anything in regards to the overall condition of the environment.

They exited the town shortly afterwards and headed to the bridge finally. As soon it was in sight, Naruto was honestly impressed, as when he saw it approaching the island, it was big, but that was nothing to what he viewed right now. It was very wide, at least able to fit two convoys of carts on either side, all made of concrete and steel, truly a modern marvel to behold. His implant already gave him the information to tell him based upon memory and current it was a very well built bridge, worthy of being among Builder blueprints. He rose his eyebrow at that.

'Builder? What is that?' thought Naruto and then the information came streaming in. He stopped it though, as it was a huge influx, deciding he would look into when he had the time. All the workers soon came into view as they walked further down, either making concrete or welding steel girders into place for structural purposes. He saw Tazuna look over all of this with a huge smile, before he adjusted his hard hat, nodded to him and Sakura, and walked over to a group of men looking at some plans.

Naruto walked over to the edge, with Sakura close behind, and leaned against it. He kept his eyes wary and alert, waiting for any slight movement of hostile intention. Then he noticed something. It was Sakura. She would send him little fearful glances his way every now and then, then looking back to the workers to avoid his gaze. He mentally sighed at this, knowing full well why she was acting like this. He decided to get it over with while they were here as it would be awkward if he didn't.

"Sakura..." he said quietly, still looking around. Out of the corner of his eye, he could see the almost unnoticeable flinch at his voice directed at her. He then turned to her to look at her directly. Sakura was still trying to away. He sighed, and continued. "Sakura, I know you must not like me right now... and I can understand. What I did was not in anyway okay even if was true. So, I would like to say I am sorry for speaking in such a manner."

Sakura seemed to shift on her feet for a few moments, and Naruto just started to think she wasn't going to forgive him, she quietly turned to him. She looked into his eyes, his still bright azure eyes that seemed to have a glow to them now. All she could see in them was honesty and regret. She seemed to think over it for a moment, before she smiled, even if was a small one.

"Okay Naruto... but don't think this means that I'll date you." she said, playfully hitting him in the shoulder. He smiled back, before turning to continue watch, she did as well. Naruto didn't know why, but he felt relieved that she did forgive him. He narrowed his eyes though, because even though a lot of workers were present, not enough were there to continue to build the bridge at a fast rate. He then decided to help, he created 20 Shadow Clones to help Tazuna out. All of the workers eyes widened as they saw multiple orange jumpsuit, spiky blonde haired kids coming over and helping lift, carry, or even build what was needed. 5 came over to Tazuna, looking for directions. Tazuna was surprised at first, but he soon had a big smile, one full of hope and pride at the amount willing to help. Soon they were being properly managed, and the bridge was going at a faster rate.

Naruto looked at all of this and nodded, happy that he at least could do something to help. Looking around, he sat against the railing and closed his eyes. He knew if any trouble should arise his clones would let him know. For now, he decided to go into his mind, or his implant to be specific and look at this so called "Builder" subject. What he found shocked him to the core.

His ancestors used a system to operate a empire they built, and a very vast one at that. The "Builder" class of this society was the most highly regarded, as they constructed and designed everything from buildings and networks on planets near and far, small or vast, to the weapons and machines used during war. He stayed on this particular piece of information about this class, as there were several others, but for now he supposed that learning the first one and going on down would be the best for him. He was so absorbed in his learning, he almost didn't catch his clones deforming as the day was finished.

Naruto opened his eyes, stretching and yawning. His muscles were sore from sitting in the same position for so long, but Naruto considered everything worth it, as the more he learned, the more he understood about his place in the universe and just what responsibility had been placed upon his shoulders. Getting up, he looked around to see Tazuna finishing a few things, and making some last minute comments and changes to the work for today and what to continue tomorrow. He then glanced to his left to see Sakura walking over to him with a worried expression.

"Hey Naruto, you sat there for an awful long time... are you alright?" she queried of him, as she had only seen people sit that long when they meditated. She tried it once and it was a hour later she couldn't do it anymore as it was too... boring. Seeing him of all people to do that was to say the least shocking. Naruto rose an eyebrow at her for a moment, before he mentally nodded to himself, remembering he was supposed to be an energetic idiot. He then smiled stupidly at her.

"Ah! Well I was sleeping of course Sakura-chan!" replied Naruto, and all that was heard after that was crickets. Then a large smack occurred, with a rather annoyed Sakura with a fist extended over the now downed Naruto whose eyes were spinning in their sockets. She then put the fist back at her side, picked him up, threw him over her shoulder, and turned to Tazuna with a extremely annoyed expression.

"May we go now Tazuna-san?" asked Sakura in a sickly sweet voice. Tazuna sweat dropped for a moment.

'Seriously, are all Shinobi and Kunoichi this weird?' thought Tazuna as he slowly nodded and they walked off back to the house.

* * *

><p>Naruto slowly blinked his eyes open, and found himself in their room. He tried to remember what had happened when it all came back to him. He had just made a rather idiotic comment, and thus received a crushing blow from Sakura which sent him into blissful unconsciousness. He groaned as the headache of said hit just hit him.<p>

'Why Naruto why? Why must you do this to yourself? Ah yes, you are trying to keep up a mask that has very little left anyways. Good job Naruto, just great!' thought Naruto, mentally scolding himself for his not so thought out plan. Sitting up after letting the throbbing come down, he noticed he was alone, and it was dark outside. He heard voices below, so that meant dinner must be underway, or at least getting there. He used this time to feel out the back of his head, just in case Sakura didn't hit or damage it. He sighed in relief finding no damage.

But his face soon turned into a small frown as he thought back to what he learned about his ancestors history today, on Builders to be specific. He felt that even though he should look into them, he should start from the basics, such as language. He read a lot of everything, and most of it was translated to his language, but he still couldn't get the full contextual meaning of some of the words, as they were meant for the Forerunner language, not his. So, he decided that tonight he would start to practice Forerunner, and then he would get onto lessons and history of his race.

Nodding to himself satisfied, he got out of the bedroll, and dressed himself for dinner. Walking into the hall and down the stairs, he noticed the Tsunami was in the kitchen humming as she stirred some soup. 'Thank god I didn't miss dinner or else Sakura would have really pissed me off.'

"Ah! Naruto! So glad you could join us after your... accident." greeted Kakashi, who glanced to Sakura at the last part, and said girl blushed in embarrassment. Naruto just shook his head, taking his usual place at the table. "So, how was the bridge today? Anyone we don't like watching?" asked Kakashi, all playfulness gone from his tone, and his eye leveled on him with seriousness.

Naruto glanced to the man. "Hunter-san nor Gato and his henchmen were there sensei. All I could feel was the workers, Tazuna, Sakura, and myself. If anyone was there, then I think we might have problem." reported Naruto to his superior calmly, with Kakashi nodding.

"How was your training today Sasuke?" asked Naruto calmly, turning to his now acknowledged rival. Sasuke glanced back to him before closing his eyes, crossing his hands, and leaning his face against them, in the all too classic Uchiha pose. Naruto rolled his eyes at this, while Kakashi simply went back to reading, and Sakura had stars in her eyes once more.

"It went fine dobe. I am going to catch up to you and Sakura real soon." Sasuke answered, earning a nod from Naruto. Naruto understood that Sasuke was helping keep appearances whether intentionally or not on Naruto's side when it came to the name calling. It was then also that Tsunami came in delivering bowls of soup to all of them. Everyone muttered thanks before digging in, and Naruto calmly ate his soup once more, still in thought on the whole subject of his ancestors. Kakashi noticed his thoughtful expression, but said nothing of it as they would talk later about it.

Soon everyone finished, with Tsunami doing the dishes with Sakura assisting. Tazuna was drinking tea, Sasuke brooding in the corner, and just about everyone else still at the table relaxing. Then Kakashi looked up to Naruto for a moment.

"Naruto... could you come with me please?" asked Kakashi, but Team 7 could tell it was more of an order than a request. Naruto glanced at him, then sighed quietly nodding. Kakashi and Naruto got up, and exited the house. Sakura looked after them for a moment, before smiling at Tsunami and continuing. Inari had long gone up to bed so he wasn't down there to question anyone. Sasuke looked after them as well, his eyes narrowing.

Naruto and Kakashi walked out to the end of the pier, sitting down at the edge with their legs hanging over the water. Naruto simply stared out to the horizon, while Kakashi looked at him. Seeing as Naruto wasn't going to start this time, Kakashi decided he would.

"Naruto... you were gone for a long time yesterday. Too long. What were you doing?" asked Kakashi calmly, as he knew Naruto trained, and hard at that, but not enough to the point of exhausting himself to unconsciousness. Naruto finally turned his gaze to his sensei, wondering if he should tell him. Tell him of the hidden facility, of the creations of his ancestors that live there, of how he is the last of his kind, or how that they are not alone in the universe and there is actually other life forms.

He shook his head mentally for thinking that, knowing that Kakashi would think he is insane or he would be serious, and demand the location of the facility for Leaf Shinobi to raid. "I was training, trying to get the tree walking exercise down to a fine point, so I don't even have to will it, but instead make it automatic." explained Naruto as he looked back to the horizon. Kakashi seemed to watch him, and for a moment Naruto thought he might be lying.

Kakashi sighed, knowing Naruto was keeping something from him, but he sounded honest, so maybe it was a new Justu he was working on? "Well, just do not do that again. You worried me, I thought that our Hunter Shinobi friend might have gotten you." he replied with a slightly relieved tone. Naruto glanced at him, glad to see he bought it, and nodded in agreement with his sensei.

"Sorry Kakashi sensei, I was just so focused on getting it down I didn't think it would wear me out like that. I promise I won't do it again." said Naruto, keeping his gaze level with Kakashi's. Kakashi nodded back, and with that they stood back up, going back into the house. Later that night, with everyone asleep, Naruto was still awake, his, unknown to him, glowing dark cerulean eyes stared up at the ceiling.

He glanced to either side, seeing Kakashi was truly asleep, and Sasuke the same, he quietly got up and out of his bed roll. He picked up a scroll, ink brush and vial, and exited the room. He walked down the stairs, into the living room, and placed down the writing materials on the table. He quietly walked into the kitchen, filling a pot of water for tea, and placing it on the burner. Walking back out the room, he sat down, unrolling the scroll, dipping the brush in the ink, and began writing. It was well into the morning, that Naruto stopped with a calm sigh, sipping on some tea, with the whole Forerunner language written in front of him. He stared at it as he sipped on the tea.

'Now that I have it written, I can learn it slowly so as to know what is all being told to me through the Mantle and Domain.' thought Naruto excitedly, knowing he was getting closer. He hurried and rolled up the scroll when he heard footsteps upstairs. Placing it his jacket, he calmly turned to see Kakashi with a sleepy eye walking down the stairs.

"Out of your crutches finally I see." comment Naruto to his sensei for his good morning. Kakashi looked at him with his sleepy eye, and a raised eyebrow.

"Wow. You are up earlier." commented Kakashi back dryly as he moved down the rest of the stairs, and sat next to Naruto, taking the offered tea kindly. He sipped on it quickly, even too quick for Naruto to see the mask come down. Naruto sweat dropped at that and Kakashi only eye smiled back. Soon the rest of the house was up, after Naruto and Kakashi made small talk about the rest of the week before Zabuza would be ready to come after them again.

As everyone was getting up for the morning, Naruto finally used this time to look about them, at all of them. He closed his eyes after a few moments, with a sigh. 'I have a feeling that if we fail this mission, I will be the only one who will survive.'


	7. Chapter 7

**Forgotten Inheritance**

**Chapter 7: Beginning of the Return Home Arc**

The misty morning air wrapped around the trees of Wave as some birds chirped and warbled quiet tunes. It was very still and calm, as if to preserve the image for all eternity. Reaching the shoreline, a familiar house is found as the mist comes in from the waters past it. It was a very early morning, as the sun was barely making it's presence known. In the house, most were still asleep, except for Kakashi, Naruto, Tsunami, and Tazuna. Tsunami was in the kitchen getting another pot of tea ready, while the rest were situated around the table. Tazuna was silently sipping on his mug, occasionally looking at the wild and spiky, yellow haired, orange jumpsuit eyesore, Shinobi who sat across from him.

Tazuna was a simple man who knew many things and cared very much for what he held dear. But seeing this boy, keep on going and not stopping, whether it was his clones assisting in the building, or his training and meditation times, he always seemed to be progressing. 'Ah... what it would be like to be young again.' he thought longingly as he continued to sip on the tea.

Naruto was calmly sitting quietly, sipping on some tea as well as he meditated, or more like was trying to imprint. The language he wrote down just a few days ago was in itself fascinating to him. It had so many words and each words has many meanings. Really it was a lot to take in, and he only could get the basics down. He hadn't any attempts at reading the language except maybe small paragraphs as he needed to read and speak it properly before considering reading into it intently.

Kakashi looked over at Naruto with no small amount of curiosity. The boy had really changed since their trip here to Wave, and whether for the better or worse remained to be determined. Kakashi knew the boy would start to open to those around him eventually, but it seemed... out of character for Naruto to just open up so suddenly. In the past, it only happened when he knew he couldn't hide it or some coaxing. Now it just seemed to come out without any care. It made Kakashi worry somewhat, as it could mean that he cares not for others opinions around him.

As they all calmly sat around, with Tsunami bringing back the teapot, did Tazuna decide to speak.

"The bridge is coming along well Kakashi-san. I expect with Naruto's clones help today, that it should be finished by the end of the week. After that, you will no longer have to stay." he calmly said to the Jonin. Kakashi looked up from the book, to the man. Kakashi nodded, and then turned to Naruto.

"Have you seen or felt anything strange as of late Naruto, anywhere on the way or at the bridge?" asked Kakashi, as he was getting better, and should be ready to go by tomorrow. That also meant that Zabuza would be as well. Naruto opened his eyes from his meditation, looking at Kakashi for a moment, then sighed.

"Not that I have felt nor seen. If I had to guess Kakashi-sensei, it would seem that our friend Hunter-san is taking care of Zabuza and has not been ordered to kill us, which is a plus. Seeing as we have both come to the same conclusion..." reported Naruto to Kakashi, and as he seemed to pause at this, Tazuna and Kakashi listened intently, as his voice sounded doubtful. "Do you think they are ready?"

Kakashi stared at Naruto for a few moments, and then sighed. He put his book away and looked to the ceiling. "To be honest, Sakura has grown some, but she isn't ready. Sasuke is as strong as you, if not slightly more, but he is no where near as level headed as you are. So I would guess the odds to be just about even if Zabuza doesn't have anyone else we need to worry about." he answered honestly, getting a nod from Naruto in agreement, and a grim look upon Tazuna and Tsunami faces.

Tazuna chuckled then, making everyone present turn to him. He had a huge grin on his face, and a certain twinkle in his eye. It was so full of confidence and assurance, it actually set him off a little, especially since it was directed at him.

"Ya know kid, you sure shown me a lot of determination these last few days, and I cannot help but admire your drive. So this is what I will believe. I believe that you will kick Zabuza's ass just like last time, and you will most certainly come up with a plan to do so. So just do your thing kid, and I'll handle getting these people free. Got that?" spoke Tazuna looking at Naruto straight in the eyes. Naruto's widened slightly, as he never in his memorable life had someone put so much faith into him and his abilities. He didn't know whether to feel honored or guilty.

'What if I fail? What if something happens that I didn't account for, and I fail. I cannot guarantee that to him can I?' thought Naruto solemnly, before he remembered his sensei's words.

_"I didn't tell them because with these superior forces to them Naruto, it will lower their confidence, of not only your teammates, but our clients" _remembered Naruto as to what Kakashi said to him before. Naruto struggled with the idea for some moments, before looking at Tazuna confidently.

"Do not worry Tazuna-san, I am sure I have more than a few ways to beat him." replied Naruto with a confident smirk. Tazuna nodded back in agreement and went back to drinking his tea. Tsunami smiled at him thankfully, to which Naruto simply nodded back. This continued until Sakura and Sasuke woke and readied themselves. As they headed out, Kakashi turned back to Naruto.

"Naruto, just send some clones on ahead with Tazuna and Sakura. Sasuke has trained enough to go ahead as well. I want you to stay here in the area. If Gato is as evil of a man he is, then he will surely send some men here to spite Tazuna." ordered Kakashi as he looked down at Naruto. Now, what the rest of them expected was an outburst or a complaint, but Naruto only quietly nodded, and made thirty clones. With that done, Kakashi nodded and turned back around walking down the road. Naruto's clones followed short after, along with Sasuke, Sakura, and Tazuna.

Naruto quietly stared at their backs for a few moments, before sighing and turning back to the house. He brought his hands together again in the familiar cross shape that was the Shadow Clone Justu. He muttered the name and ten clones popped into existence, all of them instantly splitting up around the house. Naruto smirked, glad he only used the normal clones for Kakashi, as his modified version were much more versatile than their counterparts. With all of that done, he wandered off into the forest, not to go back to the facility but just to wander.

As his eyes looked about, he could see all the life around him for what it was, and he couldn't have argued how beautiful it all was. 'Maybe it is my ancestors acting through me?' he thought idly as he brushed his right hand against a bush along the way. He was walking for more then a couple of minutes when his senses went off. He sharply turned his head to the left, sensing the presence and also hearing some footsteps. He decided to close in on the disturbance, only to find a woman in a pink kimono picking herbs.

He narrowed his eyes quickly though. 'Chakra signature, though smothered, is definitely Shinobi levels, possibly high Chunin to low Jonin. Hmm, this person is no pushover it would seem. They already noticed me walking on over so good sensory, well lets meet them.' thought Naruto analytically. He then moved in closer, purposely stepping on a branch so it looked like he didn't notice about the woman's abilities.

She turned around sharply only to see him. Their was a brief flash of recognition in her eyes that Naruto saw, but he couldn't fathom meeting her elsewhere. She seemed to look at him a few more moments, before a calm and sincere smile made itself on her visage.

"Hello there." she quietly greeted, her voice betraying no hint of anything but kindness. Naruto mentally rose an eyebrow at this. He walked more into the clearing so they could get a better look at one another. She was rather beautiful if Naruto had to admit, but looks could be the end to ones life. As she looked him over, he decided for now that he would play along.

"Hello Miss. What are you doing out here so early?" queried Naruto as he watched her for anything that would betray her intentions. She seemed to think about it for only a moment, before coming up with a reply, still with that same smile on her face.

"Well, I am out picking herbs because a friend of mine needs them. He is sick, and these are the only herbs here will help him get better." she reasoned, and Naruto nodded at that, seeing it is a likely situation. He used this moment to take a look at said herbs, and his mind was instantly alert.

'Those herbs, they are meant to help repair muscles tissue, Chakra pathways and restoration. The only person who I know would need such medicine is Zabuza. So, this is Hunter-san huh?' analyzed Naruto as he looked back to her. He would keep his act up for now, lower her guard, and take her down. He nodded and used his fake smile. "Ah! Well would you like me to help Miss..."

The woman smiled back at him. "Haku, and yes I would really appreciate your help Mr..."

"Naruto... Naruto Uzumaki." And so he proceeded to help Haku, picking the herbs for the next few minutes. Throughout the whole time they would glance at each other and make small talk. Naruto would notice her looking at him warily but sort of relaxed, while he knew she didn't notice his.

"So, Naruto, are you a Shinobi?" she asked, Naruto glanced at her, before he put on his trademark fake smile.

"Yup! Sure am Miss." replied Naruto, with Haku nodding as she continued to pick. They seemed to be in silence for a few more moments, then she spoke again.

"Do you have someone precious to you Naruto-san?" she asked this time, not watching him, as she continued to pick. She judged by the silence that the question caught him off guard, and as she glanced, she had to mentally restrain herself from widening her eyes. He was still picking, a bit slowly, but that look. His once bright azure eyes were now a dark cerulean. The look in them is what caught her, it was the look of slight sadness, but mostly loneliness and a empty look. She was removed out of her memories of how she too had that same look not to long ago when he replied.

"I am afraid not Haku-san. I have not had anyone like that... ever." he replied quietly, and she felt pity for him. Little did she know, Naruto was planning this. 'So, she fell for it... good. Now that her guard is down, I can get some clones made without an expectation.' he thought to himself as they continued in silence. After a few more minutes, she finished, and so did Naruto.

"Thank you very much Naruto-san. My friend will definitely be better thanks to your assistance. I am sorry if I intruded earlier by the way." she said with a slightly saddened tone. Naruto simply gave her a grim smile.

"Nothing to worry about Haku-san."

She nodded, before turning around. "Thanks again, and good luck getting stronger. Become a great Shinobi." she said over her shoulder. Just as she was about to make a comment, she heard him speak, but the tone was... cold.

"One more thing Haku-san. Is it Haku or is it Hunter-san?" asked Naruto coldly, having already made 10 of his own type of clones. He hadn't come up with a name yet, but for now they would suit. Haku's eyes widened as she heard this, instantly dropping the basket and about to pull out her Senbon, when she had to dodge to the right from a overhead kick.

She glanced seeing that it was a clone, but it was different from to ones on the lake she saw, these ones were much more refined in not only stance, but tactics she soon discovered, as two others came from behind as she was dodging. One high and the other low, both with Kunai seeking to end her. She quickly flipped and maneuvered, but apparently this was what he expected, as one burst from the ground and latched onto her. They both went tumbling, with her trying to get the clone off when she heard him.

"If you value your life, I wouldn't do that. It will explode should you try to escape or destroy it." he said coldly and calmly, as the previous three surrounded her. Naruto kept the last 6 on perimeter in case she had friends. She glanced around and tried to think of a good way out of this. Her speed didn't matter if she was restrained, normally she would just be able to break out, but she had really good feeling the boy wasn't lying to her. Naruto calmly walked up to her, motioning to his clones. They picked her up, with the clone still holding on, and held them steady. Naruto stood a few meters away, just in case she was suicidal. He glanced her over again, this time seeing if she had anymore tricks. Seeing none for now, he then look into her eyes.

"Sorry for the... manners, but some measures must be taken, I trust you understand?" he said calmly, and all he received was a rather nasty glare. His eyebrow rose at this as his dark cerulean eyes stared back into her chocolate brown ones. His brain was going miles a second, analyzing her, her mentor Zabuza and what he might have taught her, assuming of course, and just about hundreds of others scenarios possible. Finished with his assessment, and his clones on the perimeter informing him of no contact, did questions for her form.

"So, what is your real name." he asked calmly, and still was getting a glare and silence. He sighed before rubbing his temples, looking at her irritated. "Look, I understand you must be upset, and so am I. I didn't even plan this you know. I just wanted to walk, and this shit happened. So now that it is happening, lets work with each other okay?" he said, looking at her with a expectant look. She only continued to glare at him.

Naruto sighs, motioning his clones to direct her over to a stump so she could sit, and he could lean against a nearby trunk. With the clone holding her shifting slightly, so she could sit comfortably, she sat down and Naruto leaned on his left shoulder against a nearby trunk eyeing her. They continued like this for some time, until Haku finally spoke, or more like spat at him.

"What do you want?!" she spat as she glared at the man. If he thought that she would betray her master for him, he was completely wrong. Naruto seemed to glance at her momentarily, before a tired sigh escaped him. She idly wondered if he was just being bored, or if he really didn't want to be here.

"What do I want huh?" asked Naruto to himself, well aware that the clone on Haku was primed to explode, that Zabuza was somewhere near here wounded and down, ready to be killed, and he was very well aware that the answers as to where the man was lay in front of him. So in a sense, he could complete the mission right here, by torturing Haku and getting the information, if she didn't die first, and then get Kakashi, so they could kill Zabuza. But Naruto never liked killing or death in the first place. Sure, he would murder and kill if he needed to with no regrets, but it was still a waste of life in his opinion.

"What I want Haku is for as many people to live as possible from this situation that Wave finds itself in. There could be multiple ways of doing this, with me torturing you..." he said, pausing for a moment to look at her with his eyes, and he could see her body language give away that such an idea was frightening, but she was willing to do it anyways. "I could also let you go, or I could do many things to achieve the result I want. But I know one thing Haku, and that there is a constant variable in this problem, a set problem, and do you know what that is?" he said in a calm, logical, and cold tone.

Haku shivered slightly at his tone, as it seemed to describe just how much this situation irritated him, and how he would like nothing more than to just move on. She saw him look back at her, with those dark cerulean eyes, so empty of any emotion, but so full of information, that it felt as if she was simply an experiment, and not a person, or even a being. One of the eyebrows rose in an expectant manner, and she realized it wasn't a rhetorical question. She narrowed her eyes, her brown pupils glazing for just a moment as she thought. This continued for a few seconds before for her eyes widened, and she looked at him in surprise.

Naruto, seeing her reaction, nodded silently as he then looked back out into the forest. "Indeed, Gato... he is the constant variable. He is the problem that is causing all of Wave's problems in the first place. I remove him, I remove the problematic variable. So you can see now that yourself and Zabuza are nothing to me. Just another variable that can be factored out... or removed." he said calmly, his tone turning slightly colder at the last part, as he looked at her with his eyes. She seemed to shiver visibly, but Naruto could see she just steeled herself.

"If you think I will listen to you, then you are mistaken. I won't betray Zabuza, nor will I tell you anything!" she said with conviction, ready to die if need be. She was a tool, a tool for Zabuza to wield against those he deemed. Naruto just continued to look at her, before turning and muttering something, she could only catch the words "stupid" and "implant". She rose a eyebrow at the last word she heard, wondering what he meant. Then a disappointed sigh emanated from him, and then the clones holding her dispersed.

Taking the advantage the second it happened, she leaped away, pulling out six Senbon, one between each finger, and stared him down. He simply looked at her, but what unnerved her the most was his look. It was the look of a person who deemed what in front of them was of no consequence, nor threat. Normally, most would be in a rage at such a look, but it cast a cold feeling in her stomach. But she was pulled away for a moment when, out the corner of her eye, she saw the air shift in a light blur, like the light there actually shifted. She only glanced at it for a moment though, as the threat was right in front of her, not there. It was just probably a trick of the light coming through the trees.

"You do not understand. I can find Gato easily, either with or without your help. Either way doesn't matter. What I am telling you is to get out while you can." he simply said while standing up, and heading back the way he came. She half wanted to strike him for doing such a thing, but she knew that being as smart as he was appearing to be, he wouldn't commit such a maneuver if it could harm him. Just as he was at the edge of the tree line in the small clearing, his cold eyes glanced back at her over his shoulder.

"As I said before, I am trying to save as many people I can from this troublesome variable. All I will say is that I have read and seen enough of similar situations to know what Gato will do when he is done with his tools... so what makes you think that he think you and Zabuza are more that just that? Good day Haku-san." he said calmly, before walking silently away into the forest. Haku stood there for what seemed like hours, pondering his words to her, and what he just did, before shaking her head, picking up the basket of herbs, and speeding away. But she couldn't help but think, was he right?

* * *

><p>Naruto sighed after walking for fifteen minutes, hoping she would listen to him. He really didn't need those two involved, as it would just be troublesome, and energy wasted really. Naruto knew that this implant in his head was certainly a huge boon. He could finally think clearly, as if everything was put under a diamond lens, making everything crystal clear. He could see all of the options, scenarios, and actions that could be made ahead, depending on the variables. He could just think now, as the implant made driving much more easier.<p>

He look back at where he was with Haku, knowing that the Sentinels were there, and were ready to kill her if she tried anything. The slight increase, even if it was small, of temperature next to him was the giveaway. Of course he knew they were around him all the time, but he was amazed that they would react to any of the smallest threats to him. He would have to tell Eternal Observer to command them to not do that, as they would be revealed to easily. Closing his eyes for a moment as he kept walking down the trail back to house, he wondered what Haku would do. If she would listen, and try to convince Zabuza, or they would have to fight the both of them on the bridge or wherever else the fight was to take place.

Opening them, he realized that he was back at the house already. He decided that his thoughts seemed to distract him a little too much sometimes. He would really need to control that or else it would get him killed he mused as he walked up to house. He dispelled the six clones that were left from his encounter, no longer needing them. Walking up to the door, he opened it to see that Tsunami was making some tea. Walking into the kitchen, he glanced about seeing that Inari wasn't with his mother.

Filing it away, he looked to see that she just finished tea. She glanced to her right to see that Naruto was back. "Ah, Naruto-san! Glad to see you are back, though where is father and your team?" she asked in a slightly worried tone. Naruto held up one of his hands in a calmly gesture.

"They are fine Tsunami-san, Kakashi-sensei just asked me to stay behind to watch over you two." he answered, before looking out the window in the kitchen, just noticing the time of day. "Wow, it is the afternoon already. I must have been walking the forest for quite some time then huh?"

Tsunami just giggle, before taking the pot of water of the stove. Pouring into a tea kettle, she starts to get the tea leaves ready. "Indeed Naruto-san, though it would seem that most times when we are in thought, time seems to move faster." she quoted as she placed the tea leaves in a basket, and placed it into the kettle. Naruto nodded, and the both of them left the kitchen to out into the living/dinning room. Naruto sat down opposite of Tsunami, accepting the offered tea mug graciously. They both drank tea in silence, until Tsunami spoke up.

"Naruto-san... I hope not to be rude but... what is the life of a Shinobi like. I hear all types of tales and feats about them, but I think that all that you hear is not all it is?" she asked calmly, looking up and into his eyes. Naruto stared back for some moments, before sighing tiredly and closing his eyes. He thought of the best way to tell her, one that wouldn't be too gory. He then decided that is really no way to tell it and not lose context or reality of his occupation.

"Well Tsunami-san... it is not some job that allows you to be a hero all the time, nor is it noble. It is quite brutal really. You have to be willing to kill anyone and everyone. Even if you don't like, if it is required, you must do so." he said calmly to Tsunami, and heard her gasp shock. When he opened his eyes, he saw her unbelieving face.

"You cannot be serious, that is what it is all the time?" she asked in a shocked tone, and to her further surprise, he nodded. She slumped slightly at this. "And they train children to kill?" He nodded again. All she could do was stare at him. He looked back sadly, but still with some resolution.

"I do not know why people make out being a Shinobi a grand feat, with all that we can do, but it isn't like that. We are killers, who are payed to kill by clients. That is what your father payed for Tsunami-san, was for us to protect him, and by proxy, kill Zabuza and anyone else who threatens him. It is a sad life, and our village makes it seem that is a the right way, and maybe it is, but they don't tell the children just what being a Shinobi is." he said softly, as he continued sipping the tea. She only looked at him in pity, which he hated, but he understood that some people just had to deal with this kind of thing that way.

"Have you... killed?" she asked, hoping that he would say no, but judging by his slight tightening of his hands on the mug, and his stiff posture for a moment, told her otherwise.

"I have. In fact it was one of our own Shinobi, a Chunin by the name of Mizuki. He was intending to steal and take off with a critical scroll that could result in lots of lives. He tricked me, and I brought it to him. Due to the intervention of another Chunin by the name of Iruka, I was stopped and told of the situation. By that time, Mizuki had arrived, demanding the scroll. They fought, with me watching from the sidelines, until Iruka was disable momentarily. Mizuki used this chance to try and take me out. I fought back, and killed him in a moment of opportunity." he explained to her quietly. He honestly didn't care if she wanted to hear it or not. It was more for his benefit because he felt he needed to discuss that night with someone. Since she wasn't apart of the village, loyal to the Hokage or other entities, she was a useful means for such a thing.

Tsunami saw how calm and indifferent Naruto was the the whole event. It honestly shocked her at how uncaring he was. Most people show some sort of regret or remorse, but she didn't see any at all. 'Is this what being a Shinobi is like? To be completely detached from the world?' she wondered idly as she looked at Naruto, who was still sipping his tea. She calmly sipped on her own, just thinking. They continued into silence until the rest of it was finished.

"Would you like some more?" she asked as she got up from sitting at the table, picking up the dishes, and moving into the kitchen. Naruto watched her for a moment, understanding that she was thinking some things over. He stood as well, stretching his back and legs.

"Thanks, but no thanks Tsunami-san. That is enough for me now. I am going to leave a clone in here so if you need anything or there is an emergency, you can tell it and I will know. I will be outside." he replied, putting his hands through a set of hand seals. The regular Shadow Clone Justu required only one hand sign, and the exploding clones required a few more, but his version required only three. Finishing them, a clone spawned into existence. It looked at him and nodded, going up to the rooms to read some books Naruto had brought from the village. Naruto said his goodbyes and walked back outside.

Jumping onto the roof quickly, he sat on the tile and closed his eyes. He started to go over his courses in the ancient language of his ancestors again, making sure that he could read minor things fluently. He then started on a ancient text of theirs that discussed the principles of mathematics. He smiled slightly, thinking it was like a school that was a home away from home, and funnily enough, inside his own head.

* * *

><p>Haku had just returned to the hideout that herself and Zabuza had been using since arriving in Wave. Walking in, closing and locking the door behind her, she moved to the kitchen to get the herbs ready. Placing the basket down on the counter, and pulling out the tools she would need, she sighed, stopping and looking up at the ceiling. The boy's words kept going over and over in her head, and she just couldn't stop and wonder. Shaking her head, she would discuss it with Zabuza. Preparing the herbs after a few minutes, she poured the liquid remedy into a teapot, and placed it on a tray with a mug. Carrying it to Zabuza's room, she heard some voices. Her eyes narrowing, she quietly opened the door.<p>

Her eyes narrowed in disgust, seeing it was Gato and some of his men, two Samurai that were his personal bodyguards. 'What jokes really. Sure they have some skill with the blade, but Zabuza could outwit all them if given the chance.' she thought to herself, quietly closing the door behind her. She placed the tray very quietly on the table beside the door, and stood on standby seeing as the squat tyrant was getting irritated.

Zabuza watched her walk in quietly before looking back to the annoyance that was a man. "Look at you! The mighty Demon of the Bloody Mist, and all you are is just some puppy! Beaten by a lone Shinobi, with a bunch of brats! What am I paying you for anyway, if you can't even kill when asked huh?" ranted Gato with a glare behind his glasses, both hands folded on the head of his cane. The two Samurai behind him having smug grins on their faces seeing the legendary Shinobi being chewed out.

"They got lucky is all. I thought it would just be a regular Jonin, but it was Kakashi Hatake. The man is no joke, his reputation being the Copy Cat Nin certainly wasn't a lie. Not only that, but one of the brats was a crafty one... hmhmhmhm... reminds me of myself a little actually." replied Zabuza in a gruff tone that turned into a chuckle at the end. This only seemed to enrage Gato further. He then smirked.

"Well, even if that bastard bridge builder has someone like that on his side, I don't care. Now I am going to teach you a lesson why you shouldn't fail me." said Gato darkly as he moved his hand to Zabuza's throat. The next moment was Gato screaming in pain as Haku grabbed his wrist, twisting it, and folding the arm the other way. The Samurai being late to act, started to pull out their blades to cut the girl down, when Zabuza's commanding voice spoke up.

"Haku, let him go." he said, and Haku immediately let go, after shoving his back. Gato stumbled forward from the sudden movement, causing one of his body guards to catch him. Throwing the man's arms off of him after steadying himself, Gato turned sharply on Haku and Zabuza. He half thought to end them there and then, but he still needed them to finish off the bridge builder.

'After that though... they are dead hmhmhmhm.' he thought internally with a evil mental chuckle. "You better finish them off soon, or else "Demon of the Hidden Mist"." spat out Gato before he walked off with his guards, muttering about how the bitch broke his wrist. Haku watched them coldly until the left entirely, before relaxing. Zabuza sighed disappointingly as he watched Haku put away the hidden Senbon in his fingers. He walked over to the tea set he brought in originally and then carried over to Zabuza

"Haku, you know you didn't have to do that for me. I had the whole situation handled." he said quietly, holding the hidden Kunai underneath his blankets. Haku just looked at him momentarily, then continued to pour the liquid into the mug. She handed it to him soon afterwards, with him soon sipping on it. She leaned back in a chair that she pulled up and looked at him fully.

"Would shouldn't deal with men like him Zabuza-sama." she simply replied looking at him. Zabuza chuckled lightly at that before looking at her. His eyes narrowed slightly though as he looked at her.

"What happened while you were getting herbs?" he questioned her calmly, but it was an order to her. Her eyes widened at his ability to tell, then she sighed and the troubled look she had been hiding came over her face. Zabuza watched this, raising his eyebrow, as he hadn't seen her this troubled since the start of their relationship.

"Well... that blonde haired boy came across me when I was getting you herbs." she said calmly, and seemed to being to try to put together words. Zabuza watched on interested. He knew the brat was good, but that good? "He found me out shortly after, and I am ashamed to admit but... he also captured me."

Zabuza narrowed his eyes at this. 'So the brat is that good eh? Well he did catch her off guard, but that doesn't mean he will beat her head to head.' he thought to himself as he mulled over the situation. "So... what happened that causes you to be so... troubled right now?"

Haku looked at him for a moment, then explained. "Well... he just let me go. He had me. He could have tortured me, or killed me, but instead he let me go. All he said was that Gato was his only problem, not us. He said that he has read and seen enough of men like Gato to know what will happen, and that us being tools to him doesn't make us any different as the bandits that work for him." she said, her face troubled. Zabuza's was calm though.

'Smart kid... very smart. He is going to try and kill the root of the weed, so as to prevent it killing the what is around it. But I cannot let that happen. I need that money to help fund my rebellion against the Mizukage. Risks be dammed.' he thought, his resolve strengthening. "Haku..." he said, getting the girl to look at him, her eyes slightly wide at his tone of voice which sounded so sure.

"Do not listen to what he has said. While it may be true, it is not what I want. That money is needed to further my dream, and if I have to deal with the devil to do it, then so be it." Haku could only listen and stare. She slowly nodded, before sighing and getting up to leave. As she got to the door, she could feel his eyes staring into her back.

"I will do as you say Zabuza-sama..." she said, before leaving. As she closed the door behind her and slid to the floor, her face still troubled. 'But not if your life is at risk...'

* * *

><p>Naruto calmly observed the afternoon slowly waning to a evening sky as he sat on the roof. He felt pretty good at the moment, as he had achieved reading all of the lesson on mathematics. He also went on to continue, reading different subjects or the same subject. Either way, he was slowly but surely learning all that was left behind for him to learn. He also felt the more he learned, the more he... rediscovered himself. It was like a part of him was locked away for the longest time, and now he is just starting to unlock it.<p>

He just chalked it up as the implant helping him realize his potential, but he felt, at least a gut feeling, that it something else. Shaking his head of those thoughts, he looked to the road from the bridge to see coming out of the woods was his team with Tazuna in tow. A clone had dispersed 30 seconds ago to inform him of their arrival. Jumping down from the roof, he landed before them.

Giving Kakashi a salute, he turned around and opened the door for them. "Welcome back dad." Tsunami said from inside, getting the rest of the fish dinner ready. She had asked Naruto's clone earlier to catch some, so they could eat something else from soup this evening. Tazuna smiled seeing the fish, as did the rest of Team 7. Naruto didn't mind at all really, as both held nutrition he needs, so it was all the same to him. Soon everyone had settled down and were sitting around the table once more. It was at this time that Naruto opened his eyes, and looked to Kakashi.

Kakashi seemed to sense this and looked back at him, noticing Naruto's serious gaze. "Is there something wrong?" he asked calmly. Naruto nodded.

"Today I encountered Hunter-san..." was all he needed to say, when Kakashi's lone eye widened slightly, then narrowed. Sakura's eyes were wide in disbelief, and Sasuke's were wide in surprise. Naruto looked from each of them, then to Tazuna, seeing his face was grave. Tsunami's face expressed a lot of worry, wondering if Inari, her father and herself would be safe.

"Are you positive?" asked Kakashi calmly, receiving a firm nod from Naruto in response. "Was he hostile?"

"No, she seemed to try and play off being a Kunoichi. She left soon after gathering herbs for a medicine that should get Zabuza up by tomorrow..." reported Naruto, with everyone listen. Kakashi seemed to lean back and mull this over while the rest either fidgeted or sat in stunned silence.

"Well, I think I am back to full strength. Sasuke has finally mastered the Tree Walk Technique, along with you and Sakura. We should be able to hold them off with all of us." he said calmly, drawing up conclusions as to the coming scenario. Naruto narrowed his eyes at this, before calmly glancing to Tsunami and Inari. Kakashi seemed to notice this as well. "Then again, Gato can use them as a means to end this all... so one of us will have to stay here to watch over them."

"Kakashi-sensei... should I stay? I mean I am good, but I am the weakest link of the entire squad." spoke up Sakura quietly, with Kakashi glancing to her. He thought over that offer for a bit, but shook his head in a negative after that.

"No Sakura, I am afraid not. You and Sasuke will come with me tomorrow. Naruto, stay here and deal with what comes. As far as we know, Gato could have ordered Hunter-san to scout us out as well, or even Zabuza will send her this way. We cannot risk Tazuna's family with minimal guard." he planned and ordered calmly, with Naruto nodding a bit hesitantly. Sasuke sent a slightly superior glance to him, with Naruto not giving him anything. They may be rivals now, but that doesn't mean he had to respect everything about the boy.

Kakashi seemed to think over a few more things, formations and such, with the rest of the occupants of the room before everyone headed to sleep. All except Naruto of course. He went outside to sit on the roof again, summoning 10 of his clones to spread out and watch the area. He closed his eyes and delved back into the place of his mind that he knew to be the Domain.

* * *

><p>Naruto opened his eyes within his mind, seeing the clouds and air around him. He could see the rows upon rows of information and knowledge from millions of years. He could help but still be in awe of it all. Then he made his way to his usual spot, where a desk was located with a decently open floor area in the middle of all the shelves. He calmly picked up a book from the shelves and walked over to the desk. Putting down the holobook, and opening it, he looked in and was surprised at what it was.<p>

"Warrior-Servants?" he said aloud, wondering what this book would be about. Activating the book, he then read into the information. His eyes widened more and more when he continued to read, finding out that they were the soldiers of the Forerunner Empire, led by a Forerunner called "The Didact". He was one of the three main councilors of the empire, right along side the "Master Builder" and the "Librarian". He read briefly into both of the others as they interested him, mainly the physics and architecture as well as philosophy and science of his ancestors. But this Didact, whoever he was, brought something deep within him out. A feeling he felt he should know, memories that were just at the forefront of his mind but not surfacing. Then it happened when he skimmed over some more about Warrior-Servants.

* * *

><p><em>Flashback...<em>

* * *

><p><em>Naruto calmly stared out at the pitch blackness that was space. An empty void of space, filled with stars upon starts, galaxies upon galaxies and then the whole entire universe beyond this galaxy. He idly wondered if he would ever live to see that time, if he should die on the field of battle, or if the infinite age he had inherited because of his linage would see him through. He thought all of these thoughts, before shaking his head and bringing his gloved hand to his helmet with a sigh. He been thinking to much lately, maybe it was good or maybe not but right now he needed to focus on what he help do.<em>

_"All of the Humans... gone in a instant... just like that." he muttered, knowing fully well that out in the vast darkness small bits of light existed, lights brighter than even the suns they've come across. Those bright little lights was life, in all shapes and forms and the Prometheans and himself especially have snuffed one of them out. He didn't know whether to feel sick, or elated, or empty. He was a warrior, a warrior who pledged to defend the Forerunner Empire, the Forerunners, and all that they held dear. He was to protect all forms of life, no matter the cost, even at the cost of his own life. So why did they kill all of entire species?_

_He turned his head when footsteps echoed from down the hallway he was in. He was currently on a ship bound for the home world of the empire, but not his home world. His was in the outer colonies of the empire, far far away from here. He glanced briefly to who was coming, but not really paying them any attention as he was to focused on whether he should turn himself in for genocide in name of the Mantle. Then the footsteps stopped next to him, and he idly wondered if the Builders have finally come for him. To take him to the courts, be tried for genocide, and then subsequently executed. When nothing happened for a bit, he glanced to his fellow observer and had to do a double take as he saw him._

_The Didact in all of his glory. His commanding officer and leader. The man was dressed in his combat armor still after their recent boarding of the Admiral of Admirals ship and ensuing capture. It was a blueish grey metal that signified the armor color of the Warrior-Servant class they were apart of. The armor consisted of multiple armor plates over each part of the body, from the feet to the torso. All of the plates were curved and streamlined to allow maximum movement and flow while still having the best capability at defense. The man stood at a full height of 350 centimeters, easily towering over most Forerunners. His helmet was of the officer design with a form fitting shape similar to that of a skull. The mouth area was the most pointed of all of helmet, with a flattened front where the point edge would be. The golden visor that allowed them to see out of the helmet was about at the area where the very bottom of the forehead would be to the middle of the nose bridge. It then stretched from the corner of each eye, with general shaping of a trapezoid with smaller little dips at where the corners of the eyes would be._

_Naruto himself was dressed in similar armor, just thicker plating in the more vital areas, such as the torso, shoulders, and back. His helmet was different though, as he was an officer in the military so it was slightly more bulky. Either way, Naruto himself stood at about 340 centimeters himself, so he also was taller than most Forerunners but still slightly shorter than his superior. He immediately shifted and faced his commanding officer and saluted him. The Didact seemed to glance at him out of the corner of his visor, but simply waved him off._

_"Do not bother Naruto... as far as I am concerned we are equals." he said calmly, and this shocked Naruto to the core. He always looked up to the man, his idol and hero, and he just called him an equal. Naruto seemed to get out of his stun a few moments later and nodded slowly before turning back to the window. They stood like this for some time. "You have really come along in the ranks. I expected as much, and I am glad to see you are here. But I sense something troubles you. What is it?"_

_Naruto glanced at his superior, before sighing and looked back at the emptiness. "I... I am wondering if what we did was right sir. I mean, we are supposed to protect all forms of life, oversee all of the Empire's interest and defend our fellow Forerunners. But this... what we have done today is just... it goes against all our beliefs. It goes against the entire Mantle!" spoke Naruto quietly, exclaiming loudly at the end, as all his emotions poured forth. Silence seemed to reign for a while after that, before the Didact spoke again._

_"Indeed... what we did today would be against everything we have pledged for. I agree in that sense of mind Naruto... but it was the right thing. They murdered billions of Forerunners in cold blood. They were going to commit genocide on us and maybe the rest of the galaxy if it came to it... so we had to put a stop to it. There is one lesson you must understand my pupil... sometimes we must sacrifice the most important things we hold dear to save the rest."_

* * *

><p>Back to the present...<p>

* * *

><p>Naruto inhaled a large breath as he came to on the roof of the house, his heart beating faster than he ever believed. He couldn't believe what he just saw. Was that a dream? A vision? Or even a memory? He didn't know and he wasn't sure if he wanted to. He looked at the sky, at the stars, and wondered what that was about. He then slipped off the roof and into the house to his bed. He needed to sleep this off and think about it later. Right now he needed to focus on the present and think about tomorrow.<p> 


End file.
